


We continue with our series. . .

BesT or Economic DEVELOPMENT
IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH

We continue the “Best of Economic Development in the
American South” with a final 60 regional and sub-re-
gional categories. Since the spring 2015 issue, we have
featured the best of economic development with three to
five Southern states featured in each issue. You can use
the results as a unique aid in your search for a suitable
site for your business in the American South.

We polled the members of the Southern Economic
Development Roundtable to come up with the best of
60 economic development categories in the South as a
whole. SEDR is a group of economic developers, educa-
tors, economists, site consultants and CEOs in the South
that meet once a year in January at WaterColor in San-
ta Rosa Beach, Fla. The meeting is an opportunity for
50 of the South’s best economic development minds to
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discuss issues relative to economic development in the
American South. A group photo of the 2015 SEDR class
is published on this page.

In this issue, there are 60 regional categories featured.
The top three vote recipients for each category are recog-
nized and listed in alphabetical order. In the case of a tie,
a fourth or fifth “winner” is listed. The winners are then
followed by other items or organizations that received
votes. Therefore, the first listed under each category is no
“better” than the second or third listed.

We think you will enjoy reading the results of the “Best
of “Economic Development in the American South”
Again, this unique forum can help guide you and your
business to a profitable place in the South, the fourth

largest economy in the world.
CONTINUED
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THE

Best of Economic Development in

JOU TH

OPPOSITE PAGE: With three assembly plants and multiple
engine plants, Toyota was voted by SEDR as one of the
South’s most important manufacturers. The groundbreaking
in May 1986 in Georgetown, Ky., was the beginning of a
facility that today (30 years later) employs 8,000 people,
sprawls 169 football fields and represents a $6 billion
investment. Pictured are (| to r) Eiji Toyoda, Kentucky Gov.
Martha Layne Collins and Shoichiro Toyoda.

BELOW: Voted one of the South’s most important
employers, the U.S. military has more bases in the South
than any other region.

1. The South’s Best Economic Development Assets

Aggressive incentive programs
« Low cost of living

» Low operating costs

Large population

Also receiving votes: Available land; Business climate; Fa-
vorable business regulations; Low energy costs; Low taxes;
Mississippi River; Port system; Right to work; Navigable
river system; Southern airports; U.S. military; Weather; Work
ethic; Workforce; Workforce development programs.

2. The South’s Most Important Employers
o FedEx
« General Electric

United Parcel Service
o U.S. military

Also receiving votes: American Airlines; AT&T, Bank of
America; Coca-Cola; Delta Airlines; Disney; ExxonMobil;
HCA Healthcare; IBM; Lockheed Martin; Mercedes-Benz;
Nissan; Publix Super Markets; The Home Depot; Toyota;
Walmart.

3. The South’s Most Important Manufacturers

» Boeing
o General Electric
o Nissan
« Toyota

Also receiving votes: Alcoa; BMW; Caterpillar; Chevron;
Dow Chemical; Exxon Mobil; Ford Motor Company; General
Motors; Huntington Ingalls; Hyundai/Kia; Mercedes-Benz;
Northrop Grumman; Procter & Gamble; Lockheed Martin;
Toyota; Tyson Foods.

4. The South’s Most Important Service Providers

o FedEx

o Southern Company

o United Parcel Service

Also receiving votes: American Airlines; AT&T; Bank of

America; Delta Airlines; Disney; HCA Healthcare; IBM; Pub-
lix Super Markets; The Home Depot; Walmart.

CONTINUED
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Louisville, Ky. (pictured) was
recognized as one of the
best places in the South for
the healthcare sector.

5. Best Mega Markets in
the South to Relocate Your
Headquarters

« Atlanta, Ga.

« Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas

o Miami/Fort Lauderdale,
Fla.

o Tampa/St. Pete, Fla.

« Washington, D.C./
Northern Virginia

Also receiving votes: Hous-
ton, Texas.

6. Best Major Markets in
the South to Relocate Your
Headquarters

« Austin/San Marcos, Texas

o Charlotte, N.C.

« Nashville, Tenn.

« Raleigh/Cary, N.C.
o Richmond, Va.

Also receiving votes: Green-
ville, S.C.; Louisville, Ky.;
New Orleans, La.; Oklahoma
City, Okla.; Orlando, Fla.;
San Antonio, Texas.

7. Best Mid-Markets in the
South to Relocate Your
Headquarters

« Asheville, N.C.

 Cape Coral/Fort Myers,
Fla.

o Sarasota/Bradenton, Fla.

Also receiving votes:
Charleston/North Charles-
ton, S.C.; Durham/Chapel
Hill, N.C.; Lexington, Ky.;
Roanoke, Va.; Savannah, Ga.
8. Best Mega Markets in the

South for Job Creation in
the Healthcare Sector

« Atlanta, Ga.

« Houston, Texas

o Miami/Fort Lauderdale,
Fla.

Also receiving votes: Dallas/
Fort Worth, Texas; Tampa/
St. Pete, Fla.; Washington,
D.C./Northern Virginia.

9. Best Major Markets in the
South for Job Creation in
the Healthcare Sector

« Birmingham, Ala.
« Kansas City, Mo.
o Louisville, Ky.

o Nashville, Tenn.

Also receiving votes: Austin/
San Marcos, Texas; Char-
lotte, N.C.; Greenville, S.C;
Hampton Roads, Va.; Kansas
City. Mo.; Oklahoma City,
Okla.: Orlando, Fla.; Ra-
leigh/Cary, N.C.; Richmond,
Va.; San Antonio, Texas;
West Palm Beach, Fla. Win-

ston-Salem, N.C.
! CONTINUED

workforce through nationally recognized programs.

Come be a pait of the growth.

+ 9,000 COMMUNITY MEMBERS OF
LOUISVILLE'S MAKER AND HACKER SPACES.

+ 10 PRODUCTS LAUNCHED TO MARKET
IN 1ST YEAR FROM FIRSTBUILD-A
COLLABORATIVE MAKERSPACE
MICROFACTORY.

» LOUISVILLE'S MANUFACTURING \
PRODUCTIVITY IS 50% HIGHER THAN
THE NATIONAL AVERAGE.

+43% OF DEGREE HOLDERS IN LOUISVILLE
HAVE A STEM DEGREE.

Liue.’wo"k'

The place to. (neOLE:

LOUISVILLEKY.GOV/LOUISVILLEFORWARD 502.574.4140

RECOGNIZED BY SITE SELECTION MAGAZINE AS A
TOP 10 METRO AND A TOP ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATION FOR 2014 AND 2015
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(ENTUCKY

Cabinet for Economic Development

More than just shovel-ready.

Kentucky has set a new, higher standard. With our certified Build-Ready
sites, we have drastically shortened the time needed to plan and begin
construction. With a Build-Ready site, a company is guaranteed that:

A building pad is ready

Zoningis in place

Environmental issues have been resolved

Infrastructure plans are set

Construction costs and timetables have been estimated
Funding plans have been developed, with sale and lease options
Building renderings are available

That means much of the red tape has been eliminated, allowing
a company to be operational much more quickly.

Kentucky communities are offering a growing list of certified Build-Ready
sites. To learn more, call (502) 564-7140 or visit BuildReadyKY.com

(800) 626-2930 e ThinkKentucky.com




Knoxville, Tenn. was
recognized several times,
including best large market
in the Midsouth for the auto |
and aerospace industries. |
Pictured at right is Denso's
plant near Knoxville.

Montgomery, Ala., (pictured |
below) was voted one

of the best places in the |
Midsouth for data centers
and the auto industry.

Winston-Salem (pictured
left) was voted one of the
best emerging biotech
clusters of any size market in
the South.

The Applied Research
Center (ARC pictured below)
located in Aiken, S.C., is
devoted to the Department
of Energy’s Savannah River
National Laboratory, focused
for more than six decades
on handling, storing and
using hydrogen as a fuel. It
was voted best-kept secret
in the South for innovation
and research.
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10. Best Locations in the
South for Medical Device
Manufacturing

o Memphis, Tenn.

o Miami/Fort Lauderdale,
Fla.

o Orlando, Fla.

« Raleigh/Durham/Chapel
Hill, N.C.

Also receiving votes: Austin/
San Marcos, Texas; Houston,
Texas; Tampa/St. Pete, Fla;
Washington, D.C./Northern
Virginia.

11. Best Large Market
Biotech Clusters in the
South

Raleigh/Durham/Chapel
Hill, N.C.

« South Florida

« St. Louis, Mo.

« Washington, D.C./
Northern Virginia

Also receiving votes: Atlan-
ta, Ga.; Austin/San Marcos,
Texas; Houston, Texas;
Kansas City, Mo.; Nashville,
Tenn.; Orlando, Fla.

12. Best Emerging Biotech
Clusters of Any Size Market
in the South

o Birmingham, Ala.

» Houston, Texas

o Huntsville, Ala.
Nashville, Tenn.

» Winston-Salem, N.C.

Also receiving votes:
Atlanta, Ga.; Austin/San
Marcos, Texas; Dallas/Fort
Worth, Texas; Memphis,
Tenn.; Northern Kentucky;
Orlando, Fla.; Richmond,
Va.; St. Louis, Mo.; Tampa/
St. Pete, Fla.

13. Best Mega Markets in
the South for the Financial
Services Sector

Atlanta, Ga.

« Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas
o Tampa/St. Pete, Fla.

« Washington, D.C./
Northern Virginia

Also receiving votes:



You can visualize your site’s potential.
The question is, will your prospect?

Studies show that a vast majority of the population
is unable to visualize ideas without help. But with 3D
renderings and animations by Marketing Alliance, you
can communicate the vision of your location’s potential
instantly and powerfully. If your prospect can
see it, they are more likely to buy into it.

3D visualization is only one component of the strategic

portfolio of services that have helped Marketing Alliance

clients realize billions of dollars in global investment.

Want your prospects to effectively picture your potential

while you see real results? See us today, on the
web, or give us a call.

MARKETING ALLIANCE

A MARKETING RESOURCE COMPANY

e TH - e
wwiw marketinaallianceine fom
wWWww.marketingaianceimnc.com

Charlotte, North Carolina

704.375.0709 601.713.0045

Jackson, Mississippi

Tulsa, Oklahoma
918.574.8514

Punta Gorda, Florida
941.347.7412



Houston, Texas; Miami/Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.; St. Louis,
Mo.

14. Best Major Markets in
the South for the Financial
Services Sector

o Birmingham, Ala.
o Charlotte, N.C.

« Jacksonville, Fla.

» Richmond, Va.

« San Antonio, Texas

Also receiving votes: Austin/
San Marcos, Texas; Green-
ville, S.C.; Kansas City, Mo.;
Memphis, Tenn.; Nashville,
Tenn.; Oklahoma City, Okla.;
Raleigh, N.C.; Tulsa, Okla.

15. Best Mid-Markets in
the South for the Financial
Services Sector

« Columbus, Ga.
« Fayetteville/Springdale/
Rogers, Ark.

o Lafayette, La.
o Winston-Salem, N.C.

Also receiving votes: Augus-
ta, Ga.; Chattanooga, Tenn.;
Jackson, Miss.; Lexington,
Ky.; Little Rock, Ark.; Mid-
land/Odessa, Texas.

16. Best Small Markets in
the South for the Financial
Services Sector

o Gulfport, Miss.
o Lawton, Okla.
o Tupelo, Miss.

Also receiving votes: Colum-
bia, Mo.

17. Best Cities in the South

for the Software Design
Sector

o Austin/San Marcos, Texas
» Baton Rouge, La.

o New Orleans, La.

+ Raleigh/Cary, N.C.

Also receiving votes: At-

lanta, Ga.; Charlotte, N.C.;
Dallas, Texas; Lafayette, La.;
Orlando, Fla.; Tampa/St.
Pete, Fla.

18. Best Markets in the
South for Tech Job Growth

o Atlanta, Ga.

« Austin/San Marcos, Texas

 Huntsville, Ala.

o Raleigh/Durham/Chapel
Hill, N.C.

o Washington, D.C./
Northern Virginia.

Also receiving votes:
Charlotte, N.C.; Dallas/
Fort Worth, Texas; Houston,
Texas; Miami/Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla.; New Orleans, La.;
Orlando, Fla.; San Antonio,
Texas; Tampa/St. Pete, Fla.

19. Best Markets in the
South for Tech Growth
Potential

o Knoxville, Tenn.

« Nashville, Tenn.

o New Orleans, La.
Orlando, Fla.

Palm Bay/Melbourne/
Titusville, Fla.

Also receiving votes: Baton
Rouge, La.; Hampton Roads,
Va.

20. Best Under the Radar
Tech Hubs in the South

» Baton Rouge, La.

o Chattanooga, Tenn.

« Gainesville, Fla.

o Lafayette, La.

« Little Rock, Ark.

Also receiving votes: Green-

ville, S.C.; Kansas City, Mo.;
Lexington, Ky.; Louisville, Ky.

21. Best Under the Radar
Locations in the South for
Startups

o Charlottesville, Va.
o Chattanooga, Tenn.

CONTINUED
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Q3 INTERSTATES ) 2 RAIL CARRIERS

500 DEVELOPABLE ACRES

€ 2 AIRPORTS 90 MINUTE DRIVE TO PORT

ARKANSAS
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Cotumbie AL~ If you want to be a success in the steel business,
we'll get you there.
LEXINGTON
D COUNTY G2

Lexington County
Airport at Pelion

JO
@ Mississippi County
@ Economic Development
870-532-6084
Clif Chitwood
ClifChitwood@yahoo.com
WWW.misscoeda.com

CHARLESTON
PORT

LEXINGTON COUNTY SC | 1-803-785-6818 | LEXINGTONCOUNTYUSA.COM
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Applied
Research
Center

Leading the way s 1
in world-changing & _ '

N

energy research "IQ, y:

Applied Research Center LLC is
home to leading scientists and
researchers who are expanding
the limits of hydrogen, microwave
energy, and glass and ceramics.

nnnnn

ARC is leading the way in the advancement of Porous Wall Hollow
Glass Microspheres in medical and anti-counterfeiting research.
Through its partnership with leading universities throughout the
Southeast and the nation, ARC Is preparing the technology for
commercial application.

Fred Humes, President/CEO
humes@discoverare.com

P.0. Box 462 | Aiken, SC 29802 | 803.641.3300 | discoverarc.com

ARC is an affiliate of the Economic Development Partnership



o Franklin, Tenn.
« Winston-Salem, N.C.

Also receiving votes:
Asheville, N.C.; Boca Raton,
Fla.; College Station, Texas;
Gainesville, Fla.; Greenville,
S.C.; Kansas City, Mo.;
Knoxville, Tenn.; Lexington,
Ky.; Northern Kentucky;
Richmond, Va.

22. Best Research Parks in
the South

« Cummings Research Park
— Huntsville, Ala.

» Medical City at Lake Nona
- Orlando, Fla.

« North Carolina Research
Campus - Kannapolis,
N.C.

o Research Triangle Park -
Triangle Park, N.C.

o 23. Best University
Research Parks in the
South

o Technology Square at
the Georgia Institute of
Technology - Atlanta, Ga.

o Texas A&M University
Research Park — College
Station, Texas

o University of Oklahoma
Research Campus -
Norman, Okla.

o Virginia Tech Corporate
Research Center -
Blacksburg, Va.

Also receiving votes: Cen-
tennial Campus at North
Carolina State University —
Raleigh, N.C.; Georgia Tech
Research Institute — Atlanta,
Ga.; University of Ken-
tucky's Coldstream Research
Campus - Lexington, Ky.;
University of New Orleans
Research & Technology
Park; University of South
Florida Research Founda-
tion — Tampa, Fla.; University

of Virginia Research Park

— Charlottesville, Va.; Wake
Forest Innovation Quarter —
Winston-Salem, N.C.

24. Best-Kept Secrets in the
South for Innovation and
Research

o Applied Research Center
— Aiken, S.C.

o Clemson University
International Center for
Automotive Research -
Greenville, S.C.

 North Carolina Research
Campus - Kannapolis,
N.C.

« Southwest Research
Institute — San Antonio,
Texas

Also receiving votes:
Baylor College of Medi-
cine — Houston, Texas; Max
Planck Florida Institute for

Neuroscience — Jupiter, Fla.;

Southern Research — Bir-
mingham, Ala.

25. The Biggest and
the Best Centers in the
South for Research and
Development

o National Science
Foundation - Arlington,
Va.

« Oak Ridge National
Laboratory — Oak Ridge,
Tenn.

o Research Triangle Park -
Research Triangle Park,
N.C.

o Savannah River National
Laboratory - Aiken, S.C.

26. Best-Kept Secrets for

Great Quality of Life in the

South: Major Markets

o Birmingham, Ala.

o Greenville, S.C.

o Louisville, Ky.
CONTINUED

WHEN IT COMES TO WORKFORCE,
COMPANIES COME TO AUGUSTA.

Cultural Arts, Mild Climate, Great

OUR WORKFORCE MAKES AUGUSTA THE TOP CHOICE FOR NEW
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES LOCATING IN THE SOUTH.

Quality of Life and World-Class Golf.

AUGUSTA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
SUITE 560 + HISTORIC ENTERPRISE MILL « 1450 GREENE STREET + AUGUSTA, G/
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706-821-
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Check out our economic development website at www.AugustaEDA.org




LOCATE HERE.

KNOXVILLE
OAK RIDGE

INNOVATION VALLEY.

KNOXVILLEOAKRIDGE.coMm B'f



Aiken, S.C., was recognized as
one of the best-kept secrets
for great quality of life in the

South.

Miami/Fort Lauderdale was
named one of the best places
in the South to relocate your
headquarters. Pictured is
downtown Fort Lauderdale.
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Auburn, Ala., was voted one
of the best small markets

in the Midsouth for the
aerospace industry. Pictured
is GE Aviation's Auburn
plant.

Sumter, S.C. (pictured left)
was one of SEDR’s picks
for the best small markets
in the Southeast for the
automotive industry.

 Oklahoma City, OKkla.

Also receiving votes: Kansas
City, Mo.; Knoxville, Tenn.

27. Best-Kept Secrets for
Great Quality of Life in the
South: Mid-Markets

o Augusta, Ga.

o Columbia, S.C.
« Little Rock, Ark.
« Roanoke, Va.

Also receiving votes:
Gainesville, Fla.; Fayette-
ville/Springdale/Rogers,
Ark.; Lafayette, La.; Lexing-
ton, Ky.; Winston-Salem,
N.C.

28. Best-Kept Secrets for
Great Quality of Life in the
South: Small Markets

o Aiken, S.C.
« Denton, Texas
o Gainesville, Ga.

Also receiving votes: Ath-
ens, Ga.; Charlottesville,
Va.; College Station, Texas;
Columbia, Mo.; Fairhope,
Ala.; St. Peters, Mo.

29. Best Large Markets for
Millennials in the South

o Alexandria, Va.

« Atlanta, Ga.

« Austin/San Marcos, Texas
+ Raleigh/Cary, N.C.

Also receiving votes:
Charlotte, N.C.; Dallas-Fort
Worth, Texas; Orlando, Fla.;
Washington, D.C/Northern
Virginia.

30. Best-Kept Secrets:
Unique Places to Retire in
the South

« Beaufort, S.C.

o Fairhope, Ala.

« South Walton County, Fla.
o Stuart, Fla.

Also receiving votes: Har-
risonburg, Va.; Henderson-
ville, N.C.; Mountain Home,
Ark.; Paris, Tenn.; Punta
Gorda, Fla.; St. Marys, Ga.
CONTINUED



At the Center of South Carolina’s Growing
Automotive Industry Sits Ready a Region
Driven by a Skilled Workforce and
Supported by Robust Infrastructure

An Economic Development Alliance Representmg p
Lee and Sumter Counties, South Carolina :
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ZRIDGESTONE

Firestone
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An Environment Rich in Manufacturing Expertise

Let us Llf/K your automotive industry needs

to unlimited opportunities.

www.thelinksc.com info@thelinksc.com 800.888.7926




The Best of Economic Development in
the Sub-Regional South

Many companies searching for sites in the South pinpoint a
sub-region such as the Southeast, Mid-South or Southwest.
Sometimes those choices are based on time zones, location
to market or location to a particular company or companies
to supply. To assist in those sub-regional site searches in the
South, we have broken out three sub-regions in our Best of
Economic Development in the South series. The Southeast
includes the states of Florida, Georgia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. The Mid-South
includes the states of Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi,
Missouri and Tennessee. The Southwest sub-region includes
the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas.

Florida Power & Light was
named one of the best
utilities in the Southeast.
Pictured is FP&L's DeSoto
Next Generation Solar
Energy Center.

31. Best Data Center
Locations in the Southeast

« Catawba County, N.C.
 Loudoun County, Va.
o Mecklenburg County, Va.

Also receiving votes:
Cleveland County, N.C.;
Eden, N.C.; Harrisonburg,
Va.; Henrico County, Va.;
Roanoke County, Va.

32. Best Data Center
Locations in the Mid-South

o Bristol, Tenn.

o Jackson, Tenn.

« Kansas City, Mo.
o Montgomery, Ala.

Also receiving votes:
Adairville, Ky.: Chattanooga,
Tenn.; Clarksville, Tenn.;
Hopkinsville, Ky.; Knoxville,
Tenn.; Platte County, Mo.

33. Best Data Center
Locations in the Southwest

Conway, Ark.

« Fort Worth, Texas
e Monroe, La.

o San Antonio, Texas

Also receiving votes:
Bentonville, Ark.; Houston,
Texas; Little Rock, Ark.;
Shreveport. La.

34. Best Cities and Counties
in the Southeast for the
Creative Class

« Asheville, N.C.

o Raleigh/Durham/Chapel
Hill, N.C.

« Roanoke, Va.

« Washington, D.C./
Northern Virginia

Also receiving votes:
Charleston/North Charles-
ton, S.C.; Greenville, S.C.;
Savannah, Ga.

35. Best Cities and Counties
in the Mid-South for the
Creative Class

o Birmingham, Ala.
Chattanooga, Tenn.
Lexington, Ky.
Louisville, Ky.

o Nashville, Tenn.

Also receiving votes: Colum-
bia, Mo.; Kansas City, Mo.
Knoxville, Tenn.; Oxford,
Miss.

36. Best Cities and Counties
in the Southwest for the
Creative Class

o Austin, Texas
« Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas
o New Orleans, La.

Also receiving votes: Baton
Rouge, La.; Houston, Texas;
Lafayette, La.: Little Rock,
Ark.;

37. Best Large Markets
in the Southeast for the
Aerospace Industry

« Atlanta, Ga.

» Greensboro/Winston-
Salem/High Point, N.C.

o Greenville/Spartanburg,
S.C.

« Orlando, Fla.

Also receiving votes:
Charlotte, N.C.; Hampton
Roads, Va.; Jacksonville,
Fla.; Miami/Fort Lauderdale,
Fla.; Tampa/St. Pete, Fla.;
Washington, D.C./Northern
Virginia.

38. Best Mid-Markets in the
Southeast for the Aerospace
Industry

o Charleston/North
Charleston, S.C.

« Palm Bay/Melbourne/
Titusville, Fla.

« Pensacola, Fla.

« Savannah, Ga.

Also receiving votes: Ashe-
ville, N.C.; Daytona Beach,
Fla.; Macon/Warner Robins,
Ga.; Myrtle Beach, S.C.

39. Best Small Markets
in the Southeast for the
Aerospace Industry

« Kinston, N.C.

« Martinsville/Henry Co.,
Va.

« Monroe, N.C.

 Panama City, Fla.

Also receiving votes: Golds-
boro, N.C.; Sumter, S.C.



40. Best Large Markets in the
Mid-South for the Aerospace
Industry

« Knoxville, Tenn.
o Louisville, Ky.
« Memphis, Tenn.
« St. Louis, Mo.

Also receiving votes: Birming-
ham, Ala.; Kansas City, Mo.

41. Best Mid-Markets in the Mid-
South for the Aerospace Industry

o Huntsville/Decatur, Ala.
« Mobile, Ala.
o Northern Kentucky

Also receiving votes: Gulfport-Bi-
loxi, Miss.; Montgomery, Ala.;
Springfield, Mo.; Tri-Cities, Tenn.

42. Best Small Markets in the
Mid-South for the Aerospace
Industry

o Auburn, Ala.

o Columbus, Miss.

« Madisonville/Hopkins County,
Ky.

o Tullahoma, Tenn.

Also receiving votes: Andalusia,
Ala.; Batesville, Miss.; Danville,
Ky.; DeSoto County, Miss.; Do-
than, Ala.; Enterprise, Ala.; Jones
County, Miss.; Morehead, Ky.;
Tishomingo County, Miss.; Troy,
Ala.

43. Best Large Markets in the
Southwest for the Aerospace
Industry

« Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas
 Oklahoma City, OKkla.

« San Antonio, Texas

o Tulsa, OKkla.

Also receiving votes: Houston,
Texas; New Orleans, La.

44. Best Mid-Markets in the
Southwest for the Aerospace
Industry

Brownsville/Harlingen, Texas
o Corpus Christi, Texas

« Little Rock, Arkansas

o Midland/Odessa, Texas

Also receiving votes: Amarillo,
Texas; Lafayette, La.; Waco,

Texas. CONTINUED
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The Alabama you need to know.

www.auburnalaba




Chennault International
Airport in Lake Charles,

La., was voted by SEDR
members as one of the

best small markets for the
aerospace industry. Pictured
is Chennault Executive
Director Randy Robb with
SB&D publisher

Michael Randle.

45. Best Small Markets
in the Southwest for the
Aerospace Industry

o Camden, Ark.

o England AirPark -
Alexandria, La.

o Chennault International
Airport — Lake Charles,
La.

« Stillwater, Okla.

Also receiving votes: Ard-
more, Okla.; Lawton, Okla.;
Lufkin, Texas.

46. Best Large Markets
in the Southeast for the
Automotive Industry

BUSINESS-CENTERED.

In the heart of the Southeast’s Power Triangle

° N\
ATLANTA

Laurens County puts you in
the center of the action in a pro-
business community that offers:

m Strategicincentives

= 4 major metro areas easily accessed

= Ample shovel-ready sites with rail access

= 2 major Interstates with a direct route to
the deep-water Port of Charleston

LAURENS COUNTY

Development Corporation
SOUTH CAROLINA, USA

>4

www.GrowLaurensCounty.com
Let's Connect: 864.939.0580
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o Charlotte, N.C.

o Greensboro/Winston-
Salem/High Point, N.C.

« Greenville/Spartanburg,
S.C.

Also receiving votes: Atlan-
ta, Ga.

47. Best Mid-Markets
in the Southeast for the
Automotive Industry

o Asheville, N.C.
 Charleston, S.C.
o Columbia, S.C.
« Roanoke, Va.

Also receiving votes: Co-

lumbus, Ga.; Durham, N.C.;

The South’s Premier location
for Japanese investment.

AVS T Green MOST, INC.
ARJ Manufacturing, L.L.C. Metals MessOum SvELTivG TECHVOLOGY. INC
Toyota Boshoku Inc. Toyota Tsusho
Toyota Tsusho
TEUE SEE Lf“lw MY BODINE wll(«
Toyota Boshoku & Denso Nittoku

Pacific Industries

Mandy White

Senior Vice President, Economic Development
mwhite@jacksontn.com e 731-423-2200

Savannah, Ga.

48. Best Small Markets
in the Southeast for the
Automotive Industry

o Aiken, S.C.

» LaGrange, Ga.

o Laurens County, S.C.
o Sumter, S.C.

Also receiving votes: Cam-
den, S.C.; Carroll County,
Ga.; Fayette County, Ga.;
Fountain Inn, S.C.; Gaff-
ney, S.C.; Gaston County,
N.C.; Hickory, N.C; Iredell
County, N.C.; Martinsville,
Va.; Meriwether County, Ga.;
Newberry, S.C.; Orange-
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Opportunity

» Six Ports Including The Nation’s 11" Largest Port, The Port Of Lake Charles
» Chennault Industrial Park With A 10,000 Foot Runway
» Shovel-Ready Industrial Park On |-10
» Airparks With Greenfields

» Custom Sites Available

LOUISIANA
LED it a
DEVELOPMENT e

"\ LOUISIANA

i STl SWLA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
5 ' ALLIANCE

HAMBER SEED CENTER

ITHWEST LOUIS

y
' Beauregard | Allen
r e

bl

., Calcasiou | Jeferson NG Contact George Swift
! Lake Charles @, o (59, . I
'. ~ T - T L ) gswift@allianceswla.org

: ; y Cameron
ookl : 4 SEED CENTER, 4310 RYAN ST., LAKE CHARLES, LA 70605

il e * 337.433.3632 | FAX: 337.436.3727
Gulf of Mexico R WWW.ALLIANCESWLA.ORG



burg, S.C.; Statesville, N.C.

49. Best Large Markets
in the Mid-South for the
Automotive Industry

o Birmingham, Ala.
« Knoxville, Tenn.
o Louisville, Ky.

« Nashville, Tenn.

Also receiving votes: Kansas
City, Mo.; Memphis, Tenn;
St. Louis, Mo.

50. Best Mid-Markets in
the Mid-South for the
Automotive Industry

« Chattanooga, Tenn.
« Jackson, Miss.

« Montgomery, Ala.
« Tri-Cities, Tenn.

Also receiving votes: Hunts-
ville/Decatur, Ala.; Lexing-
ton, Ky.

51. Best Small Markets

in the Mid-South for the
Automotive Industry

+ Auburn/Opelika, Ala.

o Bowling Green, Ky.

o Columbus, Miss.

o Tupelo, Miss.

o Tuscaloosa County, Ala.

Also receiving votes: Ander-
son County, Tenn.; Athens,
Tenn.; Bardstown, Ky.; Cull-
man, Ala.; Blount County,
Tenn.; Bradley County, Tenn.;
Danville, Ky.; Dyer Coun-

ty, Tenn.; Elizabethtown,

Ky.; Giles County, Tenn.
Georgetown, Ky.; Jackson,
Tenn.; Limestone County,
Ala.; Maury County, Tenn.;
Morristown, Tenn.; Muhlen-
berg County, Ky.; Pontotoc
County, Miss.; Simpson
County, Ky.; St. Clair County,
Ala.; Talladega County, Ala.;
Walker County, Ala.

52. The Best Utilities in
Economic Development in
the Southeast

o Duke Energy

o Electricities

« Florida Power & Light

o Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative

« Santee Cooper/SC Power
Team

Also receiving votes:
American Electric Power;
Dominion Virginia Power;
Georgia Power; Gulf Power;
Oglethorpe Power; SCANA;

53. The Best Utilities in
Economic Development in
the Mid-South

 Alabama Power
» Entergy

o Mississippi Power
o« TVA

Also receiving votes: Amer-

ican Electric Power; East
Kentucky Power Coopera-
tive; LG&E and KU Energy

54. The Best Utilities in
Economic Development in
the Southwest

o American Electric Power

 Arkansas Electric
Cooperative

 Entergy

o Oklahoma Gas & Electric.

Also receiving votes:
CenterPoint Energy; NRG
Energy.

55. Best Megasites in the
Southeast

o Central South Carolina
Megasite — Kershaw
County, S.C.

« Greensboro/Randolph
County Megasite —
Liberty, N.C.

o [-26 Megasite - Newberry

WE DELIVER
LOCATION.

Interstate and Rail Access
45 Minutes from an International Airport
Close to a premier logistics and distribution hub

And much more.

Kentuckiy™

1,500-acre CSX-Certified Glendale Megasite + A skilled, motivated workforce
Certified Kentucky Work Ready Community * Business-driven training programs

World class schools, health care and recreation ¢ Desirable housing

Low cost of living and doing business ¢ Shovel ready sites from 10 to 200 acres

ELIZABETHTOWN
HARDIN COUNTY

INDUSTRIAL FOUNDATION

270.737.0300 | eifky.org
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POWERING
YOUR

You have the vision, ingenuity and product to change the business landscape.

We have the proven market expertise, industry-specific knowledge and contacts

to facilitate every step of the way. The Mississippi Power Economic Development
team is your one-stop resource for locating your enterprise in Southeast Mississippi,
one of the nation’s fast-growing business and industry corridors.
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oo POWER | DEVE| OPMIENT
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2015 Most Admired Service Company | 2016 The Best Utilities in Economic Development in the Mid-South
— Southern Business Development Magazine



County, S.C.
« Kingsboro Megasite —
Edgecombe County, N.C.
o Mid-Atlantic Advanced
Manufacturing Center —
Emporia, Va.

Also receiving votes: Augus-
ta Corporate Park — Augusta,
Ga.; Chatham/Siler City Site
— Chatham County, N.C.;
Clarendon County [-95 Me-
gasite — Clarendon County,
S.C.; Crawford Diamond In-
dustrial Park — Callahan, Fla.;
Heart of Georgia Megasite —
Dublin/Laurens County, Ga.;
White Hawk Commerce Park
— Florence, S.C.

56. Best Megasites in the
Mid-South

o Glendale Megasite -
Hardin County, Ky.

o Greenbrier Site —
Limestone County, Ala.

o GTR Global Industrial

Aerospace Park -
Columbus, Miss.

o Memphis Regional
Megasite - Haywood
County, Tenn.

o The Crossroads -
Columbus, Miss.

Also receiving votes: South
Alabama Megasite — Baldwin
County, Ala.; West Kentucky
Megasite — Graves County, Ky.

57. Best Megasites in the
Southwest

o Cedar Crossing Industrial
Park - Houston, Texas

 Hutto/Taylor Megasite -
Taylor/Hutto, Texas

o MidAmerica Industrial
Park - Pryor, OKkla.

 Mississippi County
Supersite 2 — Mississippi
County, Ark.

Also receiving votes: Alli-
ance, Texas — Fort Worth,

™

Corpus Christi
REGIONAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

BIG BUSINESS
COASTAL STYLE

ccredc.com

86 SPRING 2016

Texas; Ascension Megasite —
Ascension Parish, La.; Frank-
lin Farm Megasite — Holly
Ridge, La.; Metro Little Rock
Megasite — Saline County,
Ark.; Port of Corpus Christi
Industrial District 1 — Corpus
Christi, Texas; West Memphis
Site — West Memphis, Ark.

58. Best Large Riverfront
Industrial Sites

» Ascension Megasite —
Ascension Parish, La.

o Frank C. Pidgeon
Industrial Park -
Memphis, Tenn.

» Mississippi County
Supersite 2 — Mississippi
County., Ark.

Also receiving votes: Helena
Harbor — Helena, Ark.; Ohio
River Triple Rail Megasite —
Paducah, Ky.

59. Best Locations in the
South to Reshore a Furniture

Manufacturing Facility

« Catawba County, N.C.

o Greensboro/Winston-
Salem/High Point, N.C.

« Martinsville/Henry
County, Va.

« Tri-Cities, Tenn.

« Tupelo, Miss.

Also receiving votes:
Danville, Va.; Keysville, Va.;
Roanoke, Va.

60. Best Locations in the
South to Reshore Textile
Manufacturing

o Chester, S.C.

o Lancaster, S.C.

o Martinsville/Henry
County, Va.

o Spartanburg, S.C.

Also receiving votes: Fort
Payne, Ala.; Hildebran,
N.C.; Jeff Davis Parish, La.;
Raleigh, N.C. &
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the Hutto Taylor site in the Austin, Texas
MSA has everything you expect
and things you don’t:

m 608,000 talented workforce within
a 30-minute commute

m 3 million gallons/day excess potable water
m 80 mph bypass around Austin
m 2 Class A railroads (UP and BNSF)

Learn more about the unexpected by calling either:
In Hutto B Tim Chase CEcD, FM B 512-759-2806
In Taylor B Mark Thomas CEcD B 512-352-4321

mega to, mega. . .
: Y
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"FLORIDA

SO, WHY ARE COMPANIES PICKING FLORIDA
AHEAD OF OTHERS AS THEIR NEW HOME BASE?

| IT COULD BE |

No personal income tax

The second best state for infrastructure?

"Tax Foundation, U.S. Chamber of Commerce
2U.S. Chamber Foundation

CONTACT US TODAY
888.488.7703 | PoweringFlorida@FPL.com
PoweringFlorida.com CHANGING THE CURRENT. FPL.

Y



