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TOP INDUSTRIES                     NUMBER OF PROJECTS	
	 2019 	 2018	 2017	 2016	 2015 	 2014
1. Automotive 	 65	 51	 72	 85	 111 	 81
2. Distribution 	 44	 65	 74	 66	 54  	 51
3. Food & Beverage 	 35	 51	 73	 51	 63 	 45
4. Petrochemicals 	 33	 40	 27	 41	 70 	 47
5. Aviation/Aerospace	  25	 39	 35	 55	 26	 28
6. IT 	 24	 21	 21	 24	 20	 25
7. Healthcare 	 24	 9	 28	 27	 19	 43
8. Financial Services 	 23	 33	 38	 47	 69 	 42
9. Pharmaceuticals 	 20	 5	 5	 22	 7 	 6
10. Metals 	 19	 37	 16	 18	 14	 15
11. Headquarters 	 19	 30	 33	 32	 36	 42
12. Electronics 	 16	 27	 12	 13	 6	 6
13. Paper & Packaging	 16	 21	 24	 10	 12	 5
14. Call Centers 	 13	 9	 29	 26	 26	 33
15. Oil & Gas 	 11	 31	 33	 25	 37	 51
16. Renewable Energy 	 9	 16	 7	 19	 19	 12
17. Building Materials 	 8	 19	 13	 26	 21	 35
18. Software 	 7	 13	 12	 6	 11 	 8
19. Apparel 	 7	 3	 5	 8	 5	 8
20. Data Centers	 5	 14	 12	 12	 14	 16
21. Communications	 5	 7	 17	 18	 8	 20
22. Life Sciences	 5	 7	 6	 11	 5	 2
23. Wood Products	 4	 13	 8	 11	 7	 12
24. Textiles	 0	 12	 11	 8	 11	 7
25. Fossil Energy Plants	 0	 1	 6	 7	 7	 19
Totals are derived from all projects announced in the American South 2014-2019 
 meeting or exceeding 200 jobs and/or $30 million in investment. Source: SB&D

ters in Nashville. In March, Smile Di-
rect Club, which sells and manufactures 
teeth-straightening aligners, closed all 
of its 350 retail locations worldwide 
except its Hong Kong stores. The com-
pany said in March it will continue to 
pay employees their regular pay. Smile 
Direct Club is one of Tennessee’s larg-
est employers. 

For the 25th year in 27 years, automo-
tive found its rightful place at the top 
of the 2020 SB&D 100 with 65 projects. 
Distribution over the past two years 
was the most active industry in deal 
announcements in the South with 65 
projects in 2018 and 74 in 2017. Am-
azon has had a lot to do with distribu-
tion’s incredible increase in projects. 
There were four this year meeting our 
threshold, and for Amazon, that’s a bad 
year. Distribution came in second this 
year with 44 deals. 

Just about every other industry sec-
tor saw projects decline from the pre-
vious year. Automotive increased its 
total from 51 projects to 65, helped 
greatly by the state of Alabama with 
27 deals. Other industry sectors that 
were humming in 2015 and 2016 such 
as aerospace, petrochemicals, food 
and beverage, financial services, met-
als, headquarters, electronics, building 
materials, oil and gas, data centers and 
wood products all had down years, 
some posting less than half of their to-
tals from the peaks of 2015 and 2016.

The only sectors that saw a major in-

The automotive industry 
is still tops in the South, 

increasing its deal totals from 
2019. Helping greatly were 

projects in Alabama related to 
the Mazda Toyota project in 

Huntsville, Ala., and both Ford 
plants in Kentucky. Pictured 
here are MTMUS President 

Masashi Aihara and a worker 
at the Kentucky Truck Plant. 


