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Southern Business & Development is celebrating its 
25th year in business with a timeline of what we believe 

and economic development events that occurred each 

 
from the sixth largest economy in the world to the  

 

We thank you for your readership and support and 
we hope you enjoy reading our 25th anniversary 

RandleReport.com SB-D.com and 
SouthernAutoCorridor.com
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1993

Southern Business & 
Development

New York Times

Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin

1993/1994 
SB&D

 

New York Times
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1994



Al
ab

am
a 

Ri
ve

r

Bl
ac

k 
W

ar
rio

r R
ive

r

Pascagoula River

Tom
bigbee River

M
iss

iss
ip

pi
 R

iv
er

M
iss

iss
ip

pi
 R

ive
r

Tennesse
e Rive

r

Te
nn

es
se

e 
Ri

ve
r

Cumberland River

20

55

55

40

40

22

59

59

24

24

57 69

20

65

65

85

59
65

10

10

12

55

82

82

45
25

49

49

49

43

43

80

45

72

72

278

4345
64

Mobile
Biloxi

Gulfport

New Orleans

Natchez

Vicksburg

Jackson Meridian

Hattiesburg

Columbus

Tuscaloosa

Birmingham

Montgomery

Baton Rouge

Auburn

FlorenceIuka
Corinth

Nashville

Chattanooga

Jackson

Paducah

Clarksville

Bowling Green

Memphis
Collierville

South Haven

Oxford
Tupelo

Mississippi

Arkansas

Louisiana

Alabama

Florida

Gulf of Mexico

Tennessee

Missouri
Kentucky

Muscle Shoals Decatur

Huntsville

Demopolis

Starkville

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway

Biloxi

Gulfport

Jackson
Auburn

Gulf of Mexico

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway

M65

M65

M65

TENN-TOM REGION  
HIGHWAYS AND INTERSTATES

MisMMisMiMisMiMi sousoouuusououuuuuououuuuuuuuuuuuri

MOVIN’ ON THE  
TENN-TOM...

IT’S THE ONLY WAY TO GO.

The Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Access to more than 16,000 miles of navigable water and nearly half of the continental U.S.

Shortest distance between Mid-America and the Gulf of Mexico

Business friendly environment

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Development Authority
www.tenntom.org     ttw@tenntom.org
662.328.3286

http://www.tenntom.org
mailto:ttw@tenntom.org
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Weld

Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin

Mein Kampf

U.S. 
News & World Report 

1995



SC PORTS

The need to expand. 

SCSPA.COM

SOME SEE SC PORTS SEES

A consultative supply chain 
resource delivering vital 
information to support a 

successful supply chain decision.
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Financial World 

1997
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1998
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Skilled Workforce.
Centrally Located.
Advanced
Manufacturing.

RANDOLPH COUNTY
North Carolina

Economic Development Corporation

The Heart of North Carolina’s 
Economic Future

Phone: 336.626.2233
www.rcedc.com

on

 

http://www.rcedc.com
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USA 
Today

1999
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Barron’s

2000
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IN THE PAST YEAR, WE:
Assisted in $28M company expansions
Increased employment by 15%
Invested $5M into our airport’s runway overlay

Purchased 1,200 acres for future growth at KHSA

WE ARE WORKING TOWARD:
Completion of $35M in infrastructure and improvements at    

   Port Bienville and KHSA
Development of Aerospace Academy and Flight School
Spaceport Licensing

14054 Fred & Al Key Road | Kiln, MS 39556 
228.467.9231 | www.portairspace.com

As the economic development 
authority for Hancock County,  
we own and operate  
Port Bienville Industrial Park  
and Stennis International  
Airport (KHSA), and  
provide support of  
business investment for  
NASA’s Stennis Space Center!

Mississippi County

Arkansas
If you want to be a success in the steel business,

we’ll get you there.

Mississippi County 
Economic Development

870-532-6084
Clif Chitwood

ClifChitwood@yahoo.com
www.misscoeda.com

 

2001

http://www.portairspace.com
mailto:ClifChitwood@yahoo.com
http://www.misscoeda.com
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Mandy White | Sr. V.P., Economic Development
mwhite@jacksontn.com | 731-423-2200

“From the Camry in your driveway to the Tundra 
down the street, we’re proud to say that every 

Toyota manufactured in North America starts with 
an engine block produced in Jackson, TN.” 

Shawn Daly, Toyota Bodine Plant Manager

To locate your business here, contact:

 

mailto:mwhite@jacksontn.com


58   SB&D    25TH ANNIVERSARY 

2002



Danville’s bold history, means a bold future. Wilderness Trail Distillery mixes 21st century 
science with old fashioned craft to produce great Kentucky bourbon. When they needed 
a new location, with a historic feel that could house progressive science, they came to us. 
Learn more at DevelopDanville.com or call (859) 236-2361.

1819

1883 

1925 

Centre College founded—Forbes 2016 listing of “America’s Top Colleges”  
ranks it #5 among liberal arts colleges in the South and #18 of all Southern  
colleges and universities.

The Queen & Crescent rail line from Cincinnati to New Orleans is completed 
through Danville. Today, that line is the largest terminal of Norfolk-Southern’s 
line between Cincinnati and Chattanooga.

Dix River Dam formed Kentucky’s deepest lake, Herrington Lake. 
This ensures the Danville area is “drought-proof.” Today we have  
a new, 12 MGD water treatment plant.

BOLD YESTERDAY. 
       BOLD TOMORROW.



2 million square feet

1 million square feet

2.1 million square feet

Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc., 
Recognized as the 

Leading Economic Development Engineering Firm 
                     in South Carolina by        

All of These Companies Have
Two Things in Common ...

Nationally Recognized, 
Locally Focused.

     

500,000 square feet

2.5 million square feet

2 million square feet



Bluffton, SC  |  Charleston, SC  |  Charlotte, NC  |  Columbia, SC  |  Greenville, SC

1.2 million square feet

3.5 million square feet

100,000 square feet

They Chose South Carolina.
They Chose Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.

www.allianceCE.com

Building Alliances  
One Project at a Time

lli CE

700,000 square feet 157,000 square feet

Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc., has 
offices in Bluffton, Charleston, Columbia 
and Greenville, South Carolina and 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

1 million square feet

RECENTLY ANNOUNCED

On Time. On Budget.  
On Your Side.

http://www.allianceCE.com
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HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE – RAYMOND, MISSISSIPPI

w w w . m i s s i s s i p p i . o r g / w o r k f o r c e
Mississippi’s network of 15 community and junior colleges provides essential support 
to companies through a wide spectrum of education and training programs. Community 
colleges work directly with employers to design and implement customized job-training 
programs meeting and exceeding specifi c personnel needs. Let us supply your company 

with a tailor-made workforce.

MISS    SIPPI

WORKFORCE
IS



With a compelling opportunity for productivity, growth and long-term profitability, world-class aviation and 
aerospace suppliers Alcoa and Hardide Coatings make Martinsville-Henry County, Virginia their home.  

A strategic location, hard-working employees and low cost of doing business are key motivating factors for  

Cleared to Land.
Located on US 220 
South, at the VA/NC 
state line

PERMITTING 
IN PLACE 

Adjacent to the  
Norfolk Southern  
Railway Mainline

Shovel ready

SB&D 

2004



COMMONWEALTH CROSSING726
ACRES

Visit us at
YesMartinsville.com

Only 33 miles to  
Piedmont Triad  
International Airport, 
Greensboro, NC 

Publicly owned by 
Henry County 

companies locating their businesses here. To learn more about our newest 
site available, Commonwealth Crossing, contact Mark Heath, President/ 
CEO, at (276) 403-5944 or MHeath@YesMartinsville.com. 

mailto:MHeath@YesMartinsville.com


New York Times

Atlanta Journal-Constitution

2005
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SB&D 
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In the Golden Triangle, we’ve got it all—and 
we give it all. Yes is what we always say here—for whatever you need 

to succeed. Abundant electricity and water? Yes! Highways, rail, waterway, 

airport? Yes, yes, yes, and yes! Quality workforce and training? Hell, yes! 

Our 1,144-acre Infinity Megasite is just one of our feature-filled, ready-to-roll 

locations. But what’ll really blow you away is our can-do, will-do, do-it-up 

attitude. Talk to us. Tell us what you need. And expect the answer that makes 

this region—and your future—golden: YES.

www.gtrSaysYes.com  
or call 662.328.8369

Joe Max Higgins, Jr., CEO
GOLDEN TRIANGLE DEVELOPMENT LINK

CAN ONE MEGASITE HAVE 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED?

http://www.gtrSaysYes.com


70   SB&D    25TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

SB&D&&

 

2007



25TH ANNIVERSARY    SB&D    71  

Economist 

2008
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2009
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2010
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St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch

2011

New York Times



In Kentucky,
YOU 

are the star

While many places overwhelm your company with red tape, 

Kentucky rolls out the red carpet for you. We are creating the most 

pro-business state in America, catering to the needs of business and cutting red 

tape in the process. Our business-friendly changes have resulted in record investments 

and jobs. And we’ve only just begun.

 We’re getting rave reviews for our success. Join us, and we’ll make your move a blockbuster.

Making Business Strong.
Making Life Exceptional.

GROWING BUSINESS. CUTTING RED TAPE.

(800) 626-2930 • ThinkKentucky.com
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Forbes

2012

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF PROMOTING 
THE BEST OF THE SOUTH

Southern Business & Development Magazine

For advertising opportunities, contact:
Michael Randle 

Matthew Randle 
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CONNECTING
PEOPLE WITH JOBS.

READY

Take advantage of our vast network of Workforce 

Development Programs and partnerships and discover 

how we are transforming our region one life at a time.

Wallace State Community College is the region’s one-stop source for 

workforce development, offering services for business and industry, and 

for individuals seeking education and training for a competitive job market.

Wallace State’s programs are nationally accredited, and provide training 

using the latest technology, industry recognized credentialing, and a 

pathway to employment.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Call Hanceville: 866.350.9722 or Oneonta: 205.625.4020 wallacestate.edu

Katie Fine
Coffee Shop Entrepreneur
Wallace State Alumni
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2013

 



www.aidt.edu

http://www.aidt.edu
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USA Today

2014
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CULLMANCULLMANCULLMAN, Est.
1873

 

2015
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1100 Poydras Street, Suite 3475

New Orleans, LA

504.527.6900 

info@gnoinc.org

Facebook.com/gnoinc

Twitter: @gnoinc

NNNEWW OORRLLEEAANNSS:: AA CCITY BUILT FOR BUSIINNEESSSS
300 years ago, New Orleans was founded for one reason – business at the mouth of the Mississippi.  In the subsequent centuries, the 

New Orleans region became a world-leader in global trade, energy and manufacturing.  Today, our combination of low business costs 

and renowned culture is driving some of the fastest business growth in America in software, healthcare and environmental services.  

Come see for yourself why scores of companies that have expanded or relocated to Greater New Orleans over the past decade.  The 

team at Greater New Orleans, Inc. will serve as your business concierge, giving you all of the facts and all of the service you need to set 

up operations in New Orleans.

 

mailto:info@gnoinc.org


2016
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THE VALLEY WORKS

People, partnerships, power – the Valley region 

offers you every competitive advantage:

• Plentiful, highly skilled labor

• Enthusiastic regional, state and community 

partners

• Affordable TVA power with exceptional 

reliability and diverse generation portfolio

PUT THE VALLEY TO WORK FOR YOU – CONTACT TVA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TODAY.
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