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w w w . m i s s i s s i p p i . o r g / w o r k f o r c e
Mississippi’s network of 15 community and junior colleges provides essential support 
to companies through a wide spectrum of education and training programs. Community 
colleges work directly with employers to design and implement customized job-training 
programs meeting and exceeding specific personnel needs. Let our community college 

system supply your company with a tailor-made workforce.
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MISSISSIPPI WORKS FUND 
providing for innovative  
approaches to workforce training

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
SYSTEM provides a 
customized workforce for 
companies of all sizes  
and sectors.
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To sell something, you have to have something to sell.  
That is the message that the North Eastern Strategic Alli-
ance (NESA) has been expounding for more than a decade.  
Located in the northeastern corner of South Carolina, en-
compassing the Florence and Myrtle Beach MSAs, NESA 
has been a staunch supporter of product development 
including industrial parks, sites, and spec buildings.  With 
an improving economy and nearly half of all economic de-
velopment projects requesting an existing building, hav-
ing spec or “shell” industrial buildings in inventory is more 
important than ever. 

Companies demand speed to market.  In general, com-
panies that locate manufacturing operations in a spec 
building can save six months or more of design, zoning, 
permitting, and construction lead times.  Spec buildings 
are not inexpensive investments which is why communi-
ties need to perform adequate due diligence on sites that 
are being considered.  Although there are numerous issues 
to consider, siting a spec building follows a similar due dil-
igence process that a manufacturing client would expect 
to undergo.  Pertinent engineering reports would include 
an environmental site assessment, archeological report, 
geotechnical exploration, endangered species assessment, 
and wetlands delineation with a jurisdictional determina-
tion letter from the US Army Corps of Engineers.  Having 
these reports completed not only mitigates the risk of the 
community with regard to its investment, but also lends 
credibility and speed to market for an end user.  In addi-
tion to the engineering reports, the community should as-
sure that the site is appropriately zoned for industrial de-
velopment and has adequate water, wastewater, natural 
gas, and electrical infrastructure in place to accommodate 
a major manufacturing operation.  

Beyond the actual costs of designing, engineering and 
constructing a spec building, communities should also 
be prepared to spend marketing dollars pursuing indus-
trial clients.  This effort should include advertising, online 
marketing campaigns, site selector outreach, lead gener-
ation campaigns and, most importantly, follow up with 
prospective end users.  Winning with a spec building can 
be a lengthy process and one that does entail costs; how-

having a spec building along with the activity it generates 
far outweighs those costs.  In fact, it is not uncommon for 

companies to visit a spec building, decide that the build-
ing does not meet their needs for whatever reason, de-
cide that they really like the community and its assets and 
then decide to build a facility in that community.      

For these reasons, almost all of the NESA counties are 
currently in some phase of spec building development 

-
tion, to marketing completed buildings.  The most com-
mon sizes currently being developed range from 50,000 
to 100,000 square feet and most have at least 25’ clear 
heights.  As site selection consultant Mark Sweeney tout-
ed on several occasions, “prepared communities win” and 
that is exactly the philosophy that NESA has subscribed 
and deployed in the region.  The NESA region currently 
has available speculative buildings, industrial parks, and 
sites that have completed the aforementioned engineer-
ing reports and due diligence and are actively being mar-
keted for industrial users.  

While spec buildings have resulted in several wins for 
the region over the last several years, one major success 
story happened in Dillon, South Carolina.  Dillon County, 
in conjunction with Marlboro Electric Cooperative, con-
structed a 50,000 SF speculative building near I-95 in a 
newly developed industrial park that had recently com-
pleted the South Carolina Department of Commerce’s 

-
tion near I-95 and the level of due diligence that had been 
completed on the industrial park, the building immedi-
ately gained traction and several companies that would 
not have otherwise considered Dillon County began vis-
iting the area.  One of the companies to visit the building 
was Wyman Gordon, an aerospace components manu-
facturing company. After several visits to Dillon, meetings 

partner meetings, incentives negotiations, meetings with 
utility companies, and other meetings, Wyman Gordon 
acquired the spec building and additional adjacent acre-
age and announced a $115 million capital investment and 
400 well-paying jobs in Dillon County.  

Prepared communities win and NESA is prepared.  Con-
tact our business development team today to Put Success 
in Your Corner.

Product on the Shelf

To learn more about spec buildings across our region 
contact NESA at 843-661-1665 or by email 
at jsweeney@nesasc.org.

By: Ronald Carter, NESA Director of Operations

The Dillon County Spec Building is off the ground and nearing completion. This 109,200 sq. ft. building is locat-
ed just off I-95 at Exit 190 and located 4.5 miles from Inland Port Dillon. 

The Georgetown County Spec Building has begun construction, with the walls going up as recently as July 2018. 
This 50,000 sq. ft. is located in the Georgetown County Business Center, which is rail accessible and just off of 
Highway 521 in Andrews, S.C.

The Williamsburg County Spec Building broke ground in July and construction has begun on the 52,000 sq. ft. 
building located in the Williamsburg Cooperative Commerce Center South on Highway 52.

The Marion County Spec Building broke ground in August 2018. The 100,000 sq. ft. building is being built in the 
Marion County Industrial Park located off of Highway 501 in Marion, S.C. and just 18 miles from Inland Port Dillon. 

-
merce Park just off I-95 at Exit 170 and is 25 miles from Inland Port Dillon. 

Available Spec Buildings

mailto:jsweeney@nesasc.org


NORTHEAST 
SOUTH 

CAROLINA 
INVESTING

IN FUTURE



u n i o n  c o u n t yu n i o n  c o u n t y
Located seven miles southeast of Charlotte and adjacent to I-485, Union County is home 
to as much diversity in one county as there is in the state of North Carolina. The Gateway 
region of the County, nearest to Charlotte, is a well-developed area, optimally suited 
for corporate offices and distribution locations. The central portion of the county has 
developed a strong base in advanced manufacturing, most notably in aerospace, and has 
the state’s highest concentration of aerospace companies - 23 companies in a seven mile 
radius. Agriculture reigns supreme on the eastern side of the county, where production 
of soybeans, corn and broiler chickens ranks among the highest in North Carolina. These 
attributes, along with the County’s strong workforce development pipeline from the 
public schools, South Piedmont Community College and Wingate University, combine 

to make Union County the ideal location for many manufacturers to call home.

the manufacturing hub of the Charlotte Region

Tel: (704) 282-5780 developunion.com



Economic Development in the World’s  Third Largest Economyopment iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthe Worl

The Best of Aerospace in the American South

RESHAPED
How Union County’s economic development 
team transitioned this NC community into one of 
the strongest manufacturing hubs in the South

www.RandleReport.com www.SouthernAutoCorridor.comwww.SB-D.com

Precision Manufacturing  •  Pharmaceuticals  •  Aerospace

http://www.RandleReport.com
http://www.SB-D.com
http://www.SouthernAutoCorridor.com
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Your website won’t drive its own traffic. Your social media 

won’t find its own followers. Planning and executing an 

effective digital marketing campaign means reaching 

the right target audience with the right message through 

the right channel and tracking results to intelligently 

plan the right next step. Marketing Alliance’s award-

winning digital strategists are Google AdWord-certified 

and ready to deliver results for your organization. Let us 

help drive the right traffic to your website and deliver 

true leads. Call us today or visit us on the web.

Digital Marketing Campaigns Done Right.

www.marketingallianceinc.com 

Jackson, Mississippi  |  601.713.0045      Punta Gorda, Florida  |  941.347.7412

One of North America’s Top 50 Economic Developers, Lucienne 
Pears, talks digital marketing and the results gathered. Visit the 

link below or use your smartphone to scan the QR Code.

www.marketingallianceinc.com/digital-marketing

http://www.marketingallianceinc.com/digital-marketing
http://www.marketingallianceinc.com
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WELCOME TO OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION! 
This is a good time to mark a milestone anniversary. Most seg-
ments of the economy are booming right now. I like to follow 
the Dow Jones Transportation Average (DJT) to gauge current 
economic conditions. The DJT has outpaced the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average so far this year by 9 percent to 6 percent. 
Large truck manufacturers can’t make enough 18-wheelers to 
meet demand. Transportation stocks such as railroads, air-
lines and truckers are all doing well. In fact, Union Pacific and 
United Continental stocks are near all-time highs. FedEx is 
seeing its earnings increase by 50 percent. 

Amazon announced four fulfillment centers in the South last 
quarter, the most big deals making our top 10 deals (see page 
96) in one quarter by one company in the 25 years we have 
been keeping count. In other words, there is no shortage of 
buyers of all kinds of stuff out there right now. It’s so over-
whelming that the transportation industry is having a tough 
time delivering it all. 

Yet, one critical economic element of the South’s economy 
isn’t doing so well. Foreign direct investment fell 32 percent in 
2017, and has dropped even more the first two quarters of this 
year. The total FDI of $259 billion last year is a 41 percent drop 
from the historic high of $439 billion in 2015. 

Why is FDI so critical to the South’s economy? In most years, 
the South captures roughly half, if not more, of all FDI in this 
country. Foreign companies love how competitive the South 
is, especially for manufacturers like Toyota, Nissan, BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz, Hyundai, Kia, Airbus and the dozen or so 
new foreign tire plants that have sprouted in the region over 

the last decade. Together, the small sample 
listed employ hundreds of thousands of 

people, both directly and indirectly. In 
fact, it can be argued that Mercedes in 
Alabama and BMW in South Carolina 
have single-handedly transformed the 
economies of both states. 

Last year, the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics published a report showing that of 

the 656,000 new manufacturing jobs creat-

The economy is booming, 
but. . .

ed between 2010 and 2014, two-thirds 
were created by foreign-owned compa-
nies. Now those companies are cutting 
back. Why? It centers on the fact that 
supply chains to the U.S. are threatened 
by the Trump tariffs. Remember, these 
are not tariffs implemented by a Repub-
lican-run Congress. These are tariffs 
imposed by President Trump. These are 
his taxes on goods — most of which are 
used by domestic and foreign-owned 
manufacturers — that are finished in 
the United States. And you will pay for 
those taxes. It’s not political. It’s math. 

Southern states are driving this man-
ufacturing surge that has been going 
on steadily since 2010 after decades of 
a bloodletting of those same manufac-
turing jobs. The U.S. has created over 
1 million net new manufacturing jobs 
since 2010, and the majority of those 
jobs — about 65 percent — have come 
from foreign-owned companies, not 
U.S.-based companies. And the value 
of what we make here in the U.S. has 
never been higher. We have never been 
more competitive for foreign and do-
mestic-owned manufacturers. Now, 
though, the supply chain is in extreme 
danger as a result of tariffs. 

In 2016, foreign direct investment was 
rolling, approaching $500 billion. In one 
year, it dropped to $277 billion. Watch 
closely, because it is about to drop to 
$200 million or less if these trade barri-
ers continue and our president remains 
hostile to globalization. Welcome to the 
post-American world economy. 
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AROUND 
THESOUTHFor real-time news on business, politics and economic development in the 

South, go to RandleReport.com. For all economic development projects 
announced in the South, go to SB-D.com. For more information on the 
automotive industry in the South, go to SouthernAutoCorridor.com. 

By Michael Randle

With great irony, free trade devastated the blue jean manufacturing industry in the 
South in the 1990s and now protectionism (tariffs) may be the one policy that will 
kill it off for good. On December 31, 2017, Cone Mill’s White Oak Plant in Greens-

boro, N.C. — the last selvedge denim mill in the U.S. — closed permanently. The White Oak 
plant opened in 1905 and was, at one point, the largest blue jean mill in the world. Until the last 
day of 2017, the mill produced denim continuously since 1905. 

Today, made-in-the-USA raw denim is mostly made up of boutique companies as opposed to 
large factories like White Oak. Small manufacturers like Raleigh Denim Workshop, owned by 
Victor Lytvinenko and his wife Sarah in Raleigh, N.C., is one of those boutique companies. In 
a story on Greensboro.com, Lytvinenko said his company has already lost two big accounts in 
Europe worth tens of thousands of dollars as a result of the tariffs the European Union slapped 
on American-made blue jeans in response to tariffs President Trump placed on the EU. Simply 
put, many shop owners in Europe refuse to pay the 25 percent tariff on American-made blue 
jeans. 

            Last of the 
             American 
blue jean makers? 
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W E  C A L L  T H E M

SMART SITES.
YO U ’ L L  C A L L  T H E M  A  N O - B R A I N E R

New Bern

Old Airport 
OOlldd AAiirrpppppppppooort

 (Lagoon) Road A
irport Road

Coastal Carolina 
Regional Airport

US 70

NEW BERN, 
COASTAL 
CAROLINA 
REGIONAL 
AIRPORT LAND:

 25.3 acres, Smart 
Sites qualified

 US 70 (0.5 mi)
 Sale price: lease only

Greenville

Sugg Parkway

Sulli
va

n D
riv

e

 To US 264 Bypass
   (0.37 miles)

Old Creek 

Road

KINSTON, 
HIGHWAY 70 
INDUSTRIAL 
PARK:

 34 acres, Smart 
Sites qualified
 US 70 (0.07 mi)
 On-site rail: Norfolk 
Southern
 Sale price: $22,500 
per acre

To learn more about these properties and our growing list of other Smart Sites, contact Brenda Daniels at              

AROUND 
THESOUTH

The Labor Department 
announced in the 

summer that from July 
2017 to July 2018, the 

manufacturing sector 
added 327,000 jobs. That 

total is the highest since 
a 12-month period that 

 
and 1995.  
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SHOVEL-READY for development
ON-SITE municipal electric service
WATER & SEWER within  feet
WITHIN 5 MILES of  Interstate or
Interstate-quality highway
REVIEWED & QUALIFIED by
consultants and engineers

Shelby

CSX Railroad

W
ashburn Sw

itch Road

US 74 Bypass

WalMart
Distribution 

Center

SHELBY, 
WASHBURN 
SWITCH 
INDUSTRIAL 
PARK:

 64 acres, Smart 
Sites qualified

 Future US 74 
Bypass (0.4 mi); 
US 74 (1.25 mi)

 Rail: CSX
 Sale price: TBD

Kinston

Parrott D
ickerson Road

evir
D lairtsudnI

 To US 70 (0.07 miles)

Smithfi eld Way

N
or

folk Southern/NC Rail Road

GREENVILLE, 
INDIGREEN 
CORPORATE 
PARK:

 95 acres, Smart 
Sites qualified

 US 264 (1.2 mi)
 Sale price: $30,000 
per acre

            ext.  or bdaniels@electricities.org. It’s a no-brainer.

Smart Sites are a slam-dunk choice for companies 

that are ready to grow now. Faster construction, fewer 

uncertainties and less risk for companies and site 

selectors alike — that’s the genius of the Smart Sites 

qualification program. But that’s not all. Our many 

Smart Sites are located in some of the best places in 

America to live and do business.

Manufacturing job gains 
are the most since 1995
The Labor Department an-
nounced in the summer that 
from July 2017 to July 2018, 
the manufacturing sector 
added 327,000 jobs. That 
total is the highest since a 
12-month period in 1994 
and 1995.  

FDI in the U.S. fell  
32 percent last year
Foreign investment in the 
U.S. in calendar year 2017 
dropped to $259.6 billion 
according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. The 
total was a 32 percent drop 
from 2016, and a 41 percent 
drop from the historic high 
of $439.5 billion in 2015. 
Canada, with $66.2 billion 

in FDI, led all countries in-
vesting in the U.S. to acquire, 
expand and start businesses, 
followed by the United King-
dom and Japan. Chinese in-
vestment in the U.S. fell to 
$29 billion from a high of 
$46 billion in 2016. 

South dominates 10 
biggest “boomtowns” 
Magnifymoney.com ranked 
its boomtowns in the sum-
mer, and seven of the 10 
markets seeing the biggest 
influx of people, work op-
portunities and business 
growth are located in the 
South. Austin was ranked 
No. 1 followed by Provo, 
Utah. In the South, Raleigh; 
Nashville; Dallas; San An-
tonio; Charleston, S.C.; and 

McAllen, Texas made the top 
10. Outside the South, Pro-
vo, Denver and Boise made 
the top 10. All of the slowest 
growing places ranked by the 
site were located in the Mid-
west and Northeast.  

Reshoring of 
manufacturing jobs 
spiked in 2017
In 2017, the U.S. added 
196,000 manufacturing jobs, 
the most since 2014 when 
208,000 were added. How-
ever, of those 196,000 new 
manufacturing jobs created 
last year, 170,000 were added 
as a result of either reshor-
ing or foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI), according to the 
Reshoring Initiative. Reshor-
ing and FDI are responsible 

for more than half of the in-
crease in U.S. manufacturing 
jobs since employment in the 
sector cratered in 2010. Ac-
cording to the Reshoring Ini-
tiative, the top four reasons 
manufacturers reshore jobs 
are (1) government incen-
tives; (2) proximity to mar-
ket; (3) skilled workforce; 
and (4) made-in-the-USA 
branding. Reasons against 
offshoring include (1) quali-
ty concerns; (2) freight cost; 
(3) total cost; and (4) deliv-
ery problems. 

U.S. oil escapes  
Chinese tariffs
The U.S. has become such 
a major player in oil and 
gas mining that China has 
spared the commodity from 

mailto:bdaniels@electricities.org
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its list of tariffs. China is the world’s big-
gest buyer of crude, but has put tariffs 
on U.S. diesel, propane and gasoline. 

A million dollars lasts longest in 
Mississippi 
Personal finance site GoBankingRates 
did a study that was published this 
summer that ranked the top states 
for retirees with $1 million in retire-
ment savings. The study considered 
inflation, cost of living and real estate. 
It also factored in expenses such as 
housing, groceries, utilities and health 
care. The top state where your dollar 
will last the longest in retirement is 
Mississippi, where $1 million will last 
25 years, 11 months and 30 days. Okla-
homa was second, Michigan third, Ar-
kansas fourth and Alabama fifth, with 
$1 million lasting at least 24 years in 
those states.

Some Chinese investments in the 
South are put on hold because of 
trade war
From 2014 through 2016, China was 
the fastest growing foreign direct in-
vestor in the South. In fact, China in-
vested $46 billion in the U.S. in 2016, 
a record by a long shot. Two years ago, 
Sun Paper announced a $1 billion 
paper mill in Arkadelphia, Ark. The 
project was delayed. Now it has been 
delayed again as China and the U.S. go 
tit-for-tat in a trade war. This summer, 
Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson sent 
his top economic development offi-
cial to China to meet with Sun Paper 
to make sure the project was still on 
track. In a story published by the Ar-

kansas Democrat Gazette, Hutchinson 
was quoted, “It’s obvious that with un-
certainty, businesses hesitate to invest 
in new projects. That’s whether you’re 

AROUND 
THESOUTH

Your retirement dollar will last the longest in 
 

 11 months and 30 days.



1 Cooperative Way  •  Little Rock, AR 72209  •  (501) 570-2200  •  www.aecc.com

The Dedication to Serve
The Power to Deliver

The Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas 

provide reliable, affordable power to 

the state we call home. Our 17 electric 

distribution cooperatives’ service 

areas cover more than 60 percent of 

Arkansas with the power to serve 

more than half a million homes, farms 

and businesses.

http://www.aecc.com
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a United States businessman or 
whether you’re a Chinese investor.” 

South Carolina-made BMWs 
now cost more for Chinese 
buyers
China is a popular destination for 
South Carolina-made BMW SUVs. 
However, in the wake of China’s 40 
percent tax on U.S. car imports (in a 
retaliatory move, China added a 25 
percent tariff on American vehicles), 
BMW will raise the price of its vehi-
cles by up to 7 percent.

Chinese tariffs on LNG could 
disrupt one of the South’s most 
promising industries
The South is swimming in natural gas 
from the fracking frenzy that con-
tinues unabated. In fact, we have so 
much natural gas that U.S. producers 
of liquefied natural gas are running 
out of places to sell it. If China lev-
ies a 25 percent tariff on U.S. natu-
ral gas, it could cause some pending 

AROUND 
THESOUTH

car imports (in a retaliatory move, China added a 25 percent 

vehicles by up to 7 percent.

WHERE  
INNOVATION, 

WORKFORCE, and 
TECHNOLOGY

MEET

CONTACT

Charlton L. “Chuck” Whipple, SCCED

803.691.3954

whipplec@midlandstech.edu

MIDLANDSTECH.EDU/enterprise

CONTACT

CHARLOTTE, NC

GREENVILLE, SC

ATLANTA, GA

COLUMBIA AIRPORT

CHARLESTON, SC

FLORENCE, SC

26

77

20

>  Unparalleled access to a  

world-class workforce, faculty, 

students, and facilities

>  Convenient interstate, airport, 

and port access

> Industrial site f lexibility

> Established full-service utilities

>  Exceptional landing space for 

FDI entities

LNG export facilities in Texas and 
Louisiana to scale back or even be 
canceled. There are several LNG ex-
port facilities under construction 
now in Texas and Louisiana that are 
multi-billion-dollar facilities. Since 
2011, companies like Houston-based 
Cheniere Energy, which operates an 
LNG export facility in Southwest 
Louisiana, have invested about $44 
billion on LNG export terminals. 

Triumph Gulf Coast approves 
$64 million to be invested in 
Northwest Florida aerospace 
projects
Triumph Gulf Coast, a nonprof-
it corporation organized to oversee 
the dispersal of funds recovered by 
the Florida attorney general for eco-
nomic damages to the state from the 
2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill, 
has approved $64 million in grants 
to expand aerospace infrastructure 
in Northwest Florida. Most of the 
money ($56 million) will be spent on 

mailto:whipplec@midlandstech.edu
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AROUND 
THESOUTH

this year. Pictured is downtown Orlando. 

C O R P U S  C H R I S T I ,  T E X A S

READY TO JOIN THE

COAST WITH  THE 
MOST?

Strategically located, economically solid and surrounded

by Gulf waters, South Texas brings together more 

opportunity than ever for businesses across the globe.

See all that South Texas can offer your business 

at ccredc.com

major expansions at Pensac-
ola International Airport to 
improve MRO facilities. 

Florida population is 
peaking
Florida is on track to grow by 
a net of 400,000 people this 
year. Over the last year, about 
37,000 people migrated to 
the state from New York, 
24,000 from New Jersey, 
17,000 from Pennsylvania, 
15,000 from Ohio and 10,000 
each from Connecticut, Illi-
nois and Virginia. Estimates 
vary on the number of Puer-
to Ricans who migrated to 
Florida because of Hurricane 
Maria. 

Texas accounted for 
almost 10 percent of U.S. 
economy
In the first quarter of this 
year, Texas’ real GDP grew 
by 2.9 percent to $1.8 trillion 
according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. The 
total accounted for 9 percent 
of the nation’s economy in 
the first three months of the 
year. 

Dallas Fed reports Texas’ 
hot economy will cool 
this year
A report by the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Dallas showed 
that the Texas economy will 
slow the second half of this 
year as export growth slows 
and wages rise. Currently, 
Texas is the No. 1 state for 
job growth, adding jobs at a 
3.6 percent annualized rate 
during the first six months of 
the year. 

absorption turns 
negative
In the second quarter, Dal-
las was the only market that 
saw office vacancy rise out 
of the top 10 U.S. metros. 
According to Colliers Inter-

national, office vacancy rose 
0.4 percent to 15.2 percent in 
Dallas. 

Florida moves from 

creation
The U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported in the 
summer that Florida had 
a net gain of 214,372 pri-
vate-sector jobs in the last 
three months of 2017. That 
was the largest net gain of 
jobs in the country in that 
quarter. As a result of Hur-
ricane Irma, Florida led the 
nation in net job losses in the 
third quarter of 2017 with a 
decline of 134,000 jobs. 

Florida reduces debt by 
25 percent in Scott’s two 
terms
The state of Florida has re-
duced the debt that funds 
roads, schools and environ-
mental projects by more 
than $7 billion during Gov. 
Rick Scott’s two terms. From 
a report that came out in the 
summer by the state Divi-
sion of Bond Finance, the 
debt amount dropped from 
$28.2 billion in July 2010 to 
$21 billion on June 30 of this 
year, a 25 percent reduction. 
Prior to the reduction, the 
state borrowed every year for 
30 years without reducing its 
debt. 

Three Southern markets 

job openings
The Job Market Diversifi-
cation Report measures the 
variety of job opportunities 
in 150 metros in the U.S. 
The report came out this 
summer, and Salt Lake City 
ranked No. 1 for available 
job diversity. San Francis-
co placed second followed 
by Louisville, Raleigh and 
Houston.



PowerVision uses the latest drone 

technologies to provide an 

aerial showcase of available

commercial and industrial tracts,

along with vital information 

about our communities that 

allow you to conduct virtual site 

visits while still wearing 

your fuzzy slippers.

Taking a birds-eye 
view at site selection 
in Kentucky while
still in your PJs

DataIsPower.org
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CEO of the world’s 
largest container shipper 
says U.S. will lose in 
trade war
Soren Skou, the CEO of 
Moller-Maersk, the world’s 
largest operator of container 
ships, said at the company’s 
headquarters in Copenha-
gen in August that the U.S. 
will be stung economical-
ly more so than any other 
country in a trade war. Sk-
ou’s opinion is based on the 
U.S.’s hefty reliance on for-
eign-produced goods. 

Charleston Harbor 
project receives $49 
million in federal funding
In June, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers announced $49 
million for the Charleston 
Harbor Deepening Project 
in the Fiscal Year 18 Work 
Plan, critical funds that will 

be coupled with financial 
support from the State of 
South Carolina to further 
the progress of deepening 
the Charleston Harbor to 52 
feet.

South Carolina ports set 
new record
The South Carolina Ports 
Authority saw a strong per-
formance in fiscal year 2018, 
setting new records for 
monthly and annual con-
tainer volumes at the Port 
of Charleston. The 3 percent 
growth in 2018 followed 
10 percent growth in 2017. 
SCPA handled 2.2 million 
20-foot container units in 
fiscal 2018. March through 
June saw the highest months 
of container volume in the 
port’s history. The dredging 
of the harbor to 52 feet is 
also well underway.  

Rural inland port helps 
bring South Carolina 
counties’ unemployment 
rate to historic lows
The Dillon Inland Port in 
Dillon County, S.C., has 
created 1,100 new jobs in 
the Pee Dee region of East-
ern South Carolina since it 
opened in 2016. It was built 
by the South Carolina Ports 
Authority and is the state’s 
second inland port. With 
the help of the new inland 
port, unemployment rates in 
Dillon, Marlboro and Mar-
ion counties have dropped 
to levels not seen since the 
1980s. 

Port of South Louisiana 
named No. 1 power port 
in the nation
In the summer quarter, the 
Port of South Louisiana, 
which stretches 54 miles 

along the Mississippi River, 
was named the No. 1 pow-
er port in the U.S. by Global 

Trade Magazine. The Port of 
South Louisiana is the largest 
tonnage port in the western 
hemisphere. 

Dredging Mississippi 
River in Louisiana to 50 
feet clears major hurdle 
A recommendation of ap-
proval by the Army Corps 
of Engineers was made in 
August to deepen the main 
channel of the Mississippi 
River to 50 feet from Baton 
Rouge to the Gulf of Mex-
ico. The 5-foot increase in 
the river’s depth will increase 
annual benefits by $127 mil-
lion. The dredging is estimat-
ed to cost $237 million. 

Port of Beaumont 
expanding 
Port of Beaumont will buy 

Richmond 
Fed report says 

climate change could 

economic growth in 
the South

The Richmond Fed’s August Economic Brief presents evidence that 
higher summer temperatures could hurt a variety of business sectors 
in the United States, particularly in the South. The evidence challenges 
long-standing assumptions that economic damage from climate change 
would be limited to the agriculture sector or to developing nations. 

By examining changes in temperature by season and across states, the 
Richmond Fed report found evidence that higher summer tempera-
tures could reduce overall U.S. economic growth by as much as one-
third over the next century, with Southern states accounting for a 
disproportionate share of that potential reduction. 

AROUND 
THESOUTH
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standards) and there are only 36,000 people who are unemployed in the 

the Chicago Bridge and Iron 
Building, a 75-acre facility 
on the Neches River flooded 
by Tropical Storm Harvey, 
for $8 million and will work 
with a private group to open 
a fabrication and paint shop 
as well as rebuild the docks 
and make other improve-
ments. The project will create 
about 200 jobs.

Out of labor; Austin, 
Texas companies try to 

Large projects in one of the 
South’s most prolific mar-
kets in terms of job genera-
tion and in-migration have 
slowed to a trickle as a re-
sult of a sapped labor mar-
ket. Austin scored a mere 30 
points in this year’s SB&D 
100 (Southern Business & 
Development’s ranking of 
states and MSAs  in the South 
based on projects captured of 
200 jobs or more). Over the 
last 24 years of the SB&D 
100, Austin’s yearly point 
average is 95 points. It’s rare 
to see Austin second-best to 
Columbia, S.C., the North 
Carolina Triad and Knoxville 
in the major market division 
in the South any given year 
for new and expanded proj-
ects, much less Louisville, 
Baton Rouge, Jacksonville 
or Greenville, S.C. As of Au-
gust, Austin has just 42,000 
job openings (very low by 
Austin standards) and there 
are only 36,000 people who 
are unemployed in the Texas 
capital. 

Atlanta’s population 
increased by over 75,000 
last year
Atlanta’s economy is thriv-

ing, and those searching for 
jobs are flocking to the Geor-
gia capital. The 10-county 
Atlanta metro added almost 
76,000 residents in 2017, 
bringing the population 
to more than 4.5 million  
residents. 

Film deals brought $9.5 
billion to Georgia
Georgia saw a record num-
ber of film projects in fiscal 
year 2018. Four-hundred-
and-fifty-five film and televi-
sion projects were produced 
in the state, generating an 
economic impact of $9.5 bil-
lion according to Gov. Na-
than Deal. 

Missouri voters reject 
right-to-work
In August, Missouri voters 
rejected right-to-work bal-
lot measure Proposition A 
that was signed into law by 
former Gov. Eric Greitens 
in 2017. Union organizers 
garnered enough petition 

signatures to force a state-
wide referendum where the 
rejection of right-to-work 
laws lost by 67 percent to 33 
percent. 

Kentucky’s economy 
continues its surge
Kentucky was named South-
ern Business & Develop-
ment’s “State of the Year” 
in the spring quarter for its 
job and investment genera-
tion in calendar year 2017. 
That surge is continuing in 
2018. Kentucky’s unemploy-
ment rate was at a 43-year 
low in April, and the Com-
monwealth saw an average 
increase in wages of 5.7 per-
cent in the first quarter of 
this year, the fourth highest 
in the nation. 

New megasite being 
rolled out in Crittenden 
County, Ark. 
The city of Marion, in Crit-
tenden County, Ark., was a 
bridesmaid to two Toyota as-

sembly plants over the last 15 
years. In 2003, Marion lost 
the Toyota plant that went 
to San Antonio, and then 
again in 2007 it lost out to 
Mississippi for another Toy-
ota plant. Now, Crittenden 
County and the cities of West 
Memphis and Marion are 
rolling out a new 1,830-acre 
megasite on Interstate 40 
near Lehi, Ark. Crittenden 
County and Entergy Arkan-
sas are working on certifying 
the site through the Select 
Site program. 

Houston tops nation in 
construction growth
The Houston area added 
the most construction jobs 
in the U.S. during the past 
year. According to the Asso-
ciated General Contractors 
of America, construction 
employment rose in 76 per-
cent of the 358 metro areas 
tracked by the organization. 
Houston saw a 9 percent gain 
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earlier this year, according to the U.S. Energy Informa-
tion Administration. Pictured is a tanker at the Port of 

Corpus Christi. 

in construction jobs with 
19,300 jobs. 

Construction jobless 
rates are at an 18-
year low; 200,000 job 
openings
According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS), the 
construction industry add-
ed 19,000 jobs nationwide 
in July, forcing down jobless 
rates to 3.4 percent, an 18-
year low. Also according to 
the BLS, there were nearly 
200,000 open construction 
jobs in July. 

Virginia Beach named 
safest U.S. city
The coastal city of Virginia 
Beach was named the safest 
city in the U.S., according 
to Safewise.com. Lexington, 
Ky., and Austin and El Paso 
in Texas made the top 10 

from the South. Outside the 
South, Honolulu, Anaheim, 
San Jose, San Diego, Mesa 
and Santa Ana also made the 
top 10. 

Texas Gulf Coast oil 
exports exceed imports 

Expanded infrastructure in 
the Houston-Galveston port 
district that includes coastal 
ports in Houston, Galveston 
and Corpus Christi, have 
driven the area into a net 
export position on crude oil 
for the first time ever. Oil ex-
ports passed imports for the 
first time in April of this year 
by 15,000 barrels per day, ac-
cording to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. 
Then in May (the latest data 
available), exports topped 
imports by 470,000 barrels 
per day.  

 By Michael Randle

In August, the Department of Labor released data that showed there were 6.7 million job open-
ings on average in the three summer months beginning with June — the highest quarterly 
number dating back to the summer of 2001. The fast-growing economy added 750,000 unfilled 
jobs in the spring quarter and just about every sector had an increasing number of job open-
ings. Project activity is slowing in some sectors simply because the skills gap has now turned 
into a body gap. In fact, the number of job openings outnumbered the total number of people 
unemployed in the country for all three summer months. 

Many economists believe that of the 6.5 million unemployed in this country, only 1.5 million 
are employable, factoring in the retired who are age 64 or younger, those 16 years of age or 
older who are still in school, the addicted, family caretakers and the disabled. That being said, 
we have 6.7 million job openings for about 1.5 million employable people without a job who 
want one. 

The labor crunch is affecting one industry in particular. The petrochemical and oil and gas 
industries in the South have seen project totals of $30 million or more in investment drop from 
a high of 107 in 2015 to 50 projects in 2017. The money is there for more petro deals, but the 
workers aren’t. In Louisiana and Texas, many petro deals are simply delayed, waiting for a proj-
ect to be completed before the labor can move on to another project. 
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1: Michael and Stacy Randle attended 
the Montgomery Area Committee of 
100 to hear Marillyn Hewson, Chairman, 
President and CEO of Lockheed Martin 
Corporation. Pictured (l to r) are Ed 
Crowell, Past Chairman, Montgomery 
Area Committee of 100; Todd Strange, 
Mayor, City of Montgomery; Marillyn 
Hewson; Stacy and Michael Randle; Greg 

of Commerce; and Chester Mallory, 2018 
Chairman, Montgomery Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 2: SB&D sponsored the 2018 
SEDC conference in Mobile, Ala. Pictured 

McCullough. 3: Glenn McCullough and 
Robert Ingram. 4: Michael Olivier and Jay 
Garner. 5: 
Glenn McCullough and Bob Rolfe.  
6: Don Pierson and Michael Olivier.  
7: Sam Powers and Jay Garner.  
8: Hal Johnson, Peggy McLean and 
Fielding Ames.

FROM THE
SNAPSHOTS

ROAD In the summer quarter,  
SB&D visited Alabama  
and Louisiana.
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9: Bob and Karen Leak with 
Michael Randle. 10: Ernie 
Pearson and Crystal Gettys. 
11: A reception was held 
for Louisiana Economic 
Development, honoring 
their achievements for 
AEDO Accreditation, No. 

Program, and No. 2 
Southern state for 2017 
investment and job creation 
in the 2018 SB&D 100. 
Pictured are Michael Olivier, 
Don Pierson and Gov. John 
Bel Edwards. 12: The  
staff of Louisiana Economic 
Development. 
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For real-time news on business, politics and economic development 
in the South, go to RandleReport.com. For all economic development 
projects announced in the South, go to SB-D.com. For information on 
automotive in the South, go to SouthernAutoCorridor.com. 

ALABAMA
New assembly line for 
Mobile’s Airbus facility
Airbus and Bombardier 
closed a deal recently that 
paves the way for Bombar-
dier’s C Series planes to be 
built in Mobile, Ala. Al-
though no construction date 
has been announced, local 
leaders expect 400 new jobs at 
the assembly line to be built at 
the Airbus facility.

Koch Foods announces 
$80 million investment in 
Alabama plant
Koch Foods is expanding its 
poultry plant in Gadsden, 
Ala. The  company will invest 
$80 million in the facility and 
add 200 workers. 

Atlanta company to build 
$785 million data center 
in Birmingham
Atlanta-based DC BLOX will 
transform a former steel plant 

in Birmingham, Ala., into a 
technology and innovation 
campus that will include a 
data center. The project calls 
for an investment of $785 
million. 

New lumber mill set for 
Alabama    
Rex Lumber is investing $110 
million in a new yellow pine 
sawmill near Troy, Ala. The 
deal will create 110 jobs. 

GE Appliances investing 
$115 million in Alabama 
expansion
GE Appliances will invest 
$115 million to expand its 
Decatur Refrigerator Plant in 
Decatur, Ala. The investment 
will add 255 new jobs to the 
plant, bringing the total num-
ber of full-time employees to 
nearly 1,300.

Meat processor opens 
facility in Alabama
Golden State Foods, a 

meat supplier to McDon-
ald’s, has opened its new 
165,000-square-foot facility 
in Opelika, Ala. The project 
will create more than 200 
jobs. 

LG Electronics plans 
Huntsville solar module 
assembly plant
LG Electronics plans to invest 
$28 million to open a world-
class solar module assembly 
plant on its 48-acre campus in 
Huntsville, Ala. The company 
will create 160 jobs.

Manufacturer plans 
additional $101 million 
investment in Alabama
A Calhoun County manu-
facturer of wood-based panel 
products is planning an ex-
pansion that will create an ad-
ditional 310 new jobs for the 
Oxford, Ala., area. Kronospan 
is investing $463 million in its 
Grow Bama project, which 
is an increase from its 2016 
announcement of a $362 mil-
lion expansion that promised 
to add 160 new jobs. 

ARKANSAS
Aerojet adding 140 jobs 
in Arkansas
Aerojet Rocketdyne, a man-

ufacturer of aerospace and 
defense products, is investing 
$50 million in its facilities 
in Camden, Ark. The plant 
builds solid rocket motors 
and warheads used in battle. 
The company can produce 
more than 75,000 solid rocket 
motors a year. The expansion 
will generate 140 jobs, boost-
ing employment at the plant 
to around 900. 

Arkansas distribution 
center
Amazon is bringing a distri-
bution center to North Little 
Rock. The center will house 
100 workers and will serve 
about 50 trucks a day. 

Caterpillar to expand 
North Little Rock 
operations
Caterpillar, the Illinois-based 
manufacturer of heavy equip-
ment, said recently it will 
expand its North Little Rock 
operations with the hiring of 
another 250 workers and an 
investment of another $40 
million by 2020. The plant 
currently has 522 employees.

Midwest Automation 
Custom Fabrication plans 

Amazon to create 1,500 jobs at  



HQ in Fort Smith
Midwest Automation Cus-
tom Fabrication will locate 
its manufacturing headquar-
ters in Fort Smith, Ark. The 
new company is creating 
85 jobs and investing more 
than $1.6 million in the Fort 
Smith region. 

FLORIDA

operation
Frito-Lay has announced 
plans to build a $130 million, 
286,000-square-foot service 
center in Osceola County, Fla. 
The company, which will hire 
200 in the deal, picked Osceo-
la County over 10 other Flor-
ida locations. 

VT Mobile Aerospace 
opens Pensacola hub
VT Mobile Aerospace Engi-
neering has opened its new 
hangar at the Pensacola Inter-
national Airport in Florida. 
As an incentive, the Florida 
Department of Transporta-
tion provided $23.8 million 
in grants to support this proj-
ect that is expected to create 
400 jobs in the region.

Four hundred new jobs 
for Panama City
A final contract has been 
approved allowing the first 
Triumph Gulf Coast grant of 
$10 million to be spent on a 
major expansion of the Port 
of Panama City. The project 

$32 million project will create 
1,100 jobs. 

Thyssenkrupp Elevator 
to establish HQ in Cobb 
County 
Thyssenkrupp Elevator, one 
of the world’s largest eleva-
tor companies, will build a 
new $200 million high-rise 
headquarters at The Battery 
near the new Atlanta Braves 
stadium in Cobb County. 
The building will house 900 
employees. 

Flooring manufacturer 
adding jobs in Northwest 
Georgia
Mannington Mills is expand-
ing its laminate, vinyl and 
hardwood flooring plant in 
Gordon County, Ga. The 
company is actually adding a 
second facility with an invest-
ment of $42 million. The deal 
will create 200 new jobs. 

CONTINUED

Veranda Luxury Pontoons is more than doubling its workforce in 
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started hiring thousands 
of workers for a massive 

Southeast ground hub to 
open on the west side of 

developments in the area 

Southeast Metro Automated 
Routing Terminal hub in 
Atlanta by the time the 

project is up and running 

facility in the country behind 

will support over 140 direct 
high-wage jobs at the port 
and more than 250 addition-
al port-dependent jobs. The 
Triumph Gulf Coast board is 
doling out the first $300 mil-
lion payment of $1.5 billion 
that is expected to flow into 
eight Panhandle counties 
through 2033.

Call center sets up shop 

Pennsylvania-based Revint 
Solutions is opening a new 
call center in Lynn Haven, 
Fla. The project will create 
150 jobs. 

GEORGIA
Inspire Brands to locate 
new HQ in metro Atlanta
Inspire Brands, which has a 
portfolio that includes 4,600 
Arby’s, Buffalo Wild Wings 
and R Taco restaurants, will  
locate its new headquarters 
in Sandy Springs, Ga. The 
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in Atlanta
Starbucks is establishing an 
operations center in Atlanta. 
The project will create 500 
jobs. 

Georgia’s Robins Air 
Force Base to add over 

Robins Air Force Base will 
add 1,200 jobs over the next 
year. The base currently em-
ploys over 22,000 personnel. 

investing $120 million in 
Middle Georgia
Nichiha, a manufacturer of 
fiber cement products used in 
commercial and residential 
buildings, is investing $120 
million at its Macon-Bibb 
County plant. The plant, 
which has been operating 
since 2008, will house 74 
more workers. 

$150 million lumber plant 

Georgia-Pacific announced 
in the summer it will in-
vest  $150 million in a new 
lumber plant in Albany 

panding its capacity at two fa-
cilities in Clermont and Bos-
ton, Ky. The bourbon maker 
is investing $164 million in 
the two deals. 

Distillery to be built in 

Plans are in the works to build 
a new facility on the outskirts 
of Danville in Boyle County. 
Luca Mariano Distillery will 
include rickhouses, a bot-
tling facility, a visitor’s center, 
a restaurant and cabins for 
overnight visits. Investment 
in the project could be as high 
as $50 million. 

huge facility in Northern 
Kentucky
The Atlanta-based Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co. plans to create 
more than 430 jobs as part of 
a $30 million investment to 
build a sales and distribution 
center in Erlanger, Ky. The 
300,000-square-foot facility is 
expected to open in late sum-
mer 2019. 

Amazon to bring 600 new 
jobs to Lexington
Amazon announced in June 
it is hiring 600 full-time em-
ployees for its fulfillment op-
erations in Lexington.

 LOUISIANA
Tellurian will start  
building its LNG 
megaproject in 2019
Tellurian is on track to start 

work in 2019 on its LNG 
megaproject on the Calca-
sieu River near Lake Charles, 
La. The project is one of the 
largest in U.S. history with 
a $30 billion price tag. The 
project will create thousands 
of construction jobs and 400 
permanent jobs. 

Denim manufacturer to 
open plant in Louisiana
Vidalia Denim has pur-
chased the former Fruit of 
the Loom facility in Vidalia, 
La., and will take raw cot-
ton and turn it in to denim 
fabric. The company will 
purchase Louisiana-grown 
cotton and will operate 
24/7 spinning, dying and 
weaving processes at the 
900,000-square-foot plant. 
Over $8 million will be in-
vested in the textile proj-
ect that will create 300 jobs 
in the Natchez, Miss., and 
Vidalia, La., area.  

Environmental solutions 
company investing  
$50 million in Louisiana
Thermaldyne, an environ-
mental solutions company, 
has made a $50 million in-
vestment in a plant in West 
Baton Rouge. The deal will 
create 75 jobs. 

Wood plant in Louisiana 
expands
RoyOMartin’s Martco will in-
vest $8 million in its plywood 
plant in Chopin, La. The 
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that will house 130 work-
ers. Once in production, the 
320,000-square-foot facili-
ty will produce 300 million 
board-feet of lumber per 
year. 

KENTUCKY
Big deal announced by 
Nucor
Charlotte-based Nucor an-
nounced in the summer it 
will invest $650 million in its 
flat-rolled sheet steel mill in 
Ghent, Ky. The investment 
will increase capacity from 
1.6 million tons to about 3 
million tons of coil steel. The 
deal will create 70 full-time 
jobs. 

Chinese manufacturer to 
reopen paper plant
Global Win Wickliffe, a Chi-
nese paper manufacturer, is 
investing $150 million to re-
open the former Verso mill 
in Ballard County, Ky. The 
company purchased the fa-
cility for $16 million and will 
hire 500 full-time workers. It’s 
their first U.S. plant.

Jim Beam Distillery is ex-



company will install a new 
dry kiln designed to increase 
capacity. The Chopin plant 
houses about 700 workers. 

Accruent locates Tech 
Center Of Excellence in 
New Orleans
Accruent, a company that 
specializes in software and 
IT products, will establish a 
technology center of excel-
lence in New Orleans. The 
company plans to create 350 
jobs.

MISSISSIPPI
Aerospace company 
to establish HQ in 
Mississippi
Vertex Aerospace, a spin-
off from L3 Technologies, 
will place its headquarters in 
Madison, Miss. The company 
will invest $1.4 million and 
add 70 jobs. 

Submarine bow dome 
manufacturer opens 
Mississippi plant
Gov. Phil Bryant and offi-
cials from Seemann Com-
posites cut the ribbon on the 
company’s new submarine 
bow dome production facili-
ty in Gulfport. The company 
will produce the domes for 
the Navy’s Columbia Class 
Ballistic Missile Submarine. 
The $4.6 million project will 
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create 46 jobs. 

shifting work to 
Mississippi
Unified Brands, a commer-
cial kitchen manufacturer, is 
relocating a factory in Mis-
sissippi and will add 250 jobs. 
The company is relocating to 
Vicksburg bringing an addi-
tional 175 jobs and is shifting 
work from Oklahoma and 
Michigan in the $9.5 million 
deal. 

Furniture maker expands 

Franklin Corporation, one of 
the largest privately owned 
furniture manufacturers in 
the United States, is expand-
ing in Mississippi. The $2.7 
million investment will create 
60 new jobs to make uphol-
stered furniture.

Poultry processor adding 
hundreds of jobs in 
Mississippi
Poultry processor Pearl River 
Foods is expanding its plant 
in Carthage, Miss. The com-
pany is adding 450 jobs to in-
crease capacity at the facility. 

Vicksburg Forest Products 
remodeling Mississippi 
mill
Vicksburg Forest Products 
is opening a lumber mill in 

 

plans a $100 million expansion of its Forest radar 

also has reportedly been awarded a $90 million Air Force 

Vicksburg, Miss. After sig-
nificant upgrades and mod-
ifications are complete, the 
multi-million-dollar corpo-
rate investment will create 
125 jobs. The company plans 
to purchase raw materials 
from a number of landowners 
in the surrounding area.

MISSOURI

expand Kansas City HQ
Burns & McDonnell, an en-
gineering and architecture 
firm, is adding 1,200 jobs at 
its headquarters in Kansas 
City. The company is invest-
ing $42 million in the project. 

Pet products manufacturer 
growing in Missouri
TropiClean, a Missouri-based 
maker of pet grooming and 
dental products, will ex-
pand its facility in St. Charles 
County. The project is expect-
ed to increase employment by 
about 150. 

Dollar Tree to build 
distribution center in 
Missouri
Virginia-based Dollar Tree 

announced in the summer it 
will build a new $110 million 
distribution center in War-
rensburg, Mo. The center, 
which will house 375 work-
ers, will serve 11 states. 

Soybean facilities in 
Missouri to create nearly 
100 jobs
The parent company of 
Sedes Soy Crush, Palin-
dromes, will build three new 
soybean crushing facilities 
in Missouri. The projects 
will create 93 jobs. 

North Carolina company 
to open facility in  
Kansas City
North Carolina-based Trial-
Card will open a Kansas City 
contact center and hire 225. 
The company assists patients 
with medication and works 
on behalf of pharmaceutical 
manufacturers. 

Express Scripts adding 

Express Scripts Holding unit 
eviCore is adding 100 jobs in 
St. Louis. The unit specializes 
in evidence-based medical 
benefit management services. 

CONTINUED
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farm facility to Edgecombe 
County. The $100 million so-
lar facility is being built on a 
600-acre site. 

Publix to build 
refrigerated distribution 
center in Guilford County
Florida-based Publix Super 
Markets announced in the 
summer it will build a $300 
million refrigerated distri-
bution center near Greens-
boro in Guilford County. The 
project will create up to 1,000 
jobs. 

FedEx adding jobs at 
North Carolina hub
Memphis-based FedEx is 
adding 400 employees to its 
Mid-Atlantic Hub at the Pied-
mont International Airport in 
Greensboro. The expansion 
will bring employment at the 
hub to more than 800. 

Corning to build cable 

Corning will build a cable 

plant for its Optical Com-
munications division. The 
$60 million project will cre-
ate 110 jobs. 

manufacturer plans North 
Carolina plant
Dowa Thermotech, a provid-
er of industrial furnaces and 
heat protection treatments 
used in the automotive in-
dustry, will establish a plant 
in Sanford, N.C. The $22.5 
million investment will gen-
erate 109 jobs. 

create 365 jobs in Raleigh
Arch Capital Group, a finan-
cial services firm providing 
various insurance products, 
will open an operational hub 
in Raleigh. The $12.9 million 
project will create 365 jobs 
and will consolidate the com-
pany’s offices in New York 
and New Jersey to Raleigh. 

New Amazon distribution 

to Charlotte
In a unanimous vote, Char-
lotte city leaders approved 
plans for Amazon to build a 
new $200 million distribution 
center in west Charlotte. The 
project, code-named “Quat-
tro” (a reference to Amazon’s 
fourth facility in the Char-

The producer of smart meters for utilities and municipalities will 

lotte area), will bring 1,500 
new jobs to the area.

Cook Medical plans 
manufacturing facility in 

Cook Medical recently 
signed a letter of intent to ac-
quire a former R.J. Reynolds 
facility at Whitaker Park in 
Winston-Salem. The compa-
ny plans to transform a por-
tion of the former R.J. Reyn-
olds building, which stopped 
production in 2012, into a 
world-class medical device 
manufacturing facility. The 
project also means 650 new 
jobs in the area.

OKLAHOMA
Call center adding 300 
jobs in Tulsa
Customer service provider 
Alorica is adding 300 jobs at 
its large call center in Tulsa. 
The center currently houses 
1,000 workers. 

Amazon announces Tulsa 

Amazon has announced 
plans to open its second Okla-
homa fulfillment center in 
Tulsa, which will create 1,500 
full-time jobs. The company 
also recently announced an 
upcoming fulfillment cen-
ter in South Oklahoma City. 
Amazon currently operates a 

NORTH CAROLINA
Insurer adding hundreds 

New York City-based Na-
tional General, a car, home, 
health and life insurer, is 
adding 625 jobs in Win-
ston-Salem and investing 
$12.2 million. The company 
formerly operated as GMAC 
Insurance in Winston-Salem 
for decades. 

Amazon to establish 
distribution center in 

Amazon will build a new 
2.6-million-square-foot dis-
tribution center in Garner. 
The $200 million project will 
generate 1,500 jobs. 

Big solar farm planned for 
North Carolina
Invenergy, the largest inde-
pendent, privately held re-
newable energy provider in 
North America, is working 
to bring a large-scale solar 

RELOCATIONS 
      &EXPANSIONS
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sortation center in Oklahoma 
City, where it employs hun-
dreds of associates. 

SOUTH CAROLINA
Lockheed Martin to 
create hundreds of jobs in 
Greenville
Aerospace and defense com-
pany Lockheed Martin  an-
nounced it will be produc-
ing F-16 Block 70 aircraft in 
Greenville after receiving a 
$1.12 billion contract  from 
the U.S. government to pro-
duce 16 of the fighter jets for 
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s 
Royal Air Force. The com-
pany expects the production 
will create 150 to 200 jobs in 
Greenville.

Google investing $600 
million in its South 
Carolina data center
Google plans to expand its 
data center campus in Berke-
ley County. The center has 
been operating for 10 years 
and has seen about $2.4 bil-
lion in investments. This lat-
est expansion will cost $600 
million. 

New solar farm being 
built in Florence
Coronal Energy will build 
a new solar farm, called the 
Rankin Solar Center, in Flor-
ence. The $15 million project 
will generate 10 megawatts 
of power. 

Company launching $340 
million solar projects in 

operations center in Meigs 
County. The development is 
part of one of the largest up-
grades to the energy compa-
ny’s power grid. 

Large employer in rural 
Tennessee expanding
MTD, a manufacturer of out-
door power equipment under 
brands such as Cub Cadet 
and Troy-Bilt, is investing $10 
million in its plant in Martin, 
Tenn. The company, which 
has operated the plant since 
1985, will hire 200. 

Close to 100 jobs are 
coming to Chattanooga
Mueller Water Products will 
expand its facilities in Chatta-
nooga. The company, which 
is adding 96 jobs, will intro-
duce additive manufacturing 
technologies to its foundries. 

Allegiant Travel plans 
Knoxville hub
Las Vegas-based Allegiant 
Travel Company is investing 
more than $50 million to es-
tablish its new base of oper-
ations, which will house two 
Airbus aircraft, at McGhee 

South Carolina
Southern Current, a develop-
er of residential, commercial 
and utility-scale solar farms, 
will develop 17 different proj-
ects in Darlington County, 
S.C. The total investment of 
the clean energy projects is 
$340 million. 

Technology company 
adding 200 jobs  
in South Carolina
Capgemini, an emerging 
technologies firm, opened 
its first office in Columbia 
10 months ago with 125 
employees. The company is 
now expanding, adding 200 
workers there.

Fabricator to start 
operations in South 
Carolina
Schuff Steel Company is in-
vesting $9 million in a new 
steel fabrication plant in 
Rock Hill, S.C. The deal will 
create 180 jobs. 

Teijin Carbon Fibers 
begins construction in 
Greenwood
Teijin Limited, whose main olar projects in Teijin Limited, wh

investment in its existing Sumter County manufacturing 

w 
 

focus is high-performance 
fibers, broke ground on the 
new carbon-fiber produc-
tion facility of its subsidi-
ary Teijin Carbon Fibers in 
Greenwood. The facility is 
expected to create some 220 
jobs with $600 million in in-
vestment by 2030.

Airline boosts jobs in 
South Carolina
United Express will add a 
new crew base at the Co-
lumbia Metropolitan Air-
port. More than 150 pilots 
and flight attendants will be 
based in Columbia. 

Samsung to open call 
center in South Carolina
Samsung will open a new call 
center in a vacated grocery 
store in Mauldin, S.C. The 
deal will create 400 jobs.

TENNESSEE
TVA to locate $300 
million operations center 
in Meigs County
The Tennessee Valley Au-
thority plans to locate a 
new $300 million systems 
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beef processing company, is 
expanding its plant in Her-
eford, Texas. The company 
is adding a second shift and 
600 workers.

Texas Instruments 

dollar deal
Dallas-based company Texas 
Instruments is considering a 
chip-making project in Rich-
ardson, Texas, that could top 
$3 billion in investment. The 
project, if completed, would 
create over 600 jobs. 

Canadian manufacturer
Canada’s Quest Window 
Systems will build its first 
U.S. manufacturing plant in 
Garland, Texas. The compa-
ny makes advanced window 
wall systems used in high-
rise building projects. The 
$12 million project will cre-
ate 320 jobs. 

Lockheed Martin keeps 

Fort Worth
After hiring 1,800 workers 

for its F-35 assembly plant in 
Fort Worth, Lockheed Mar-
tin announced in the summer 
quarter it will add 400 more 
workers at the facility. 

Apple supplier still 
growing at new DFW 
plant
Finisar, based in California, 
has hired 200 of the rough-
ly 500 workers it intends to 
employ at its new facility in 
Sherman, Texas, where it will 
make iPhone parts. 

Blue Cross hiring in 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Texas is expanding in Wich-
ita Falls. The insurer will add 
100 jobs to its phone unit in 
North Texas. 

Tenaris to restart part of 

Tenaris, a Luxembourg-based 
steel pipe company that has 
its North American head-
quarters in Houston, plans 
to restart parts of its welded 
tubes mill in Conroe, Texas, 
after a three-year suspension 

 

 

Vitro Architectural Glass has opened its plant in Wichita 
Falls that features a new jumbo coater that can produce 

RELOCATIONS 
      &EXPANSIONS

TEXAS
Technology company 

Tech services firm Cogni-
zant Technology Solutions 
announced in the summer it 
will add 1,100 jobs at its fa-
cilities in Irving, Texas. The 
New Jersey-based company 
will expand its software de-
velopment, digital engineer-
ing and app development 
divisions. 

Google to build data 
center in North Texas
Google announced in the 
summer it will build a new 
$500 million data center in 
Midlothian, Texas, near Dal-
las. The project will create 40 
jobs. 

Beef packer to add 

Caviness Beef Packers, a 

Tyson Airport in Knoxville. 
The company plans to cre-
ate up to 66 high-wage jobs 
there.

Nidec Motor Company 
expands Lexington 
manufacturing plant
Nidec Motor Company will 
expand its current operations 
in Lexington, Tenn. The elec-
tric motor manufacturer will 
create 301 new jobs and invest 
$18 million in Henderson 
County. Nidec is the number 
one comprehensive maker of 
electric motors — large and 
small — in the world. 

Welch Packaging and Coo-
per Container II are expand-
ing their packaging facility in 
Lexington, Tenn. The proj-
ects calls for 40 new jobs. 



Haagen-Dazs, Lean Cuisine 
and many other brands, 
opened its new national 
headquarters in Arlington’s 
Rosslyn neighborhood. The 
company, which relocated its 
headquarters from Califor-
nia to Virginia, is spending 
$40 million in the move. The 
deal will create 750 jobs. 

Dominion Outsourcing 
expands in Henrico 
County
Dominion Outsourcing, a 
healthcare service provider, 
will invest $370,000 to ex-
pand its client engagement 
center in Henrico County. 
The project will create 190 
new jobs.

Media company creating 
240 jobs in Loudoun 
County
Discovery Inc., the media 
company behind the Discov-
ery Channel and the Food 
Network, recently announced 
a $16 million expansion in 
Loudoun County that’s ex-
pected to create 240 jobs. 
Virginia competed against 
Maryland and New York for 
the project.

jobs in Prince George
Rolls-Royce Crosspointe will 
celebrate a production mile-
stone — its 10,000th  rota-
tive disk — by adding 100 
new jobs to its facility in 
Prince George County. The 
Crosspointe  facility manu-
factures engine components 
for planes around the world 
and will shortly begin mak-
ing the components of a new 
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engine family for business 
aviation, known as Pearl. 

WEST VIRGINIA

Chinese manufacturer 
buys West Virginia  
paper mill
ND Paper, a subsidiary of 
China-based Nine Dragons 
Paper, is purchasing the for-
mer Resolute Forest Products 
mill in Fairmont, W.Va. The 
plant produces packaging 
and tissue. ND Paper will in-
vest $55 million in the deal. 
No word yet on job counts. 

Bluestone announces 250 

West Virginia
Bluestone Coal officials re-
cently announced the hiring 
of 250  additional workers at 
mines across southern West 
Virginia. A variety of jobs 
are being offered, along with 
a newly redesigned bonus 
program that “will help the 
entire family,” Bluestone Coal 
officials reported in a press 
release.

ROCKWOOL building 
manufacturing facility in 
West Virginia
ROCKWOOL (North Amer-
ica) has broken ground on 
its second U.S. stone wool 
insulation manufacturing fa-
cility in Ranson, W.Va. The 
company will invest more 
than $150 million in the new 
460,000-square-foot facility 
and will employ around 150 
people. 

almost 7,000 people, includ-
ing the creation of 2,000 new 
jobs over the next five years. 
Huntington Ingalls currently 
employs more than 22,000 
employees, is the largest in-
dustrial employer in Virginia 
and the largest shipbuilding 
company in the United States.

Big deal goes down  
in Virginia
Micron Technology is in-
vesting $3 billion to increase 
memory chip production at 
its facilities in Manassas, Va. 
The semiconductors are used 
by the automotive and in-
dustrial markets. Micron will 
also add 1,100 new jobs in the 
deal. By dollar value, the proj-
ect is the largest in Virginia 
history. 

App developer adding 
jobs in Virginia
Willowtree, a mobile applica-
tions developer, is investing 
over $12 million to relocate 
and expand its headquarters 
in Albemarle County, Va. 
The project will create 200 
jobs for the homegrown Vir-
ginia company. 

Canadian company to 
invest $275 million 
Cascades Inc., a manufac-
turer of packaging and tis-
sue, plans to invest $275 
million to locate a recycled 
containerboard plant in the 
former Bear Island Paper 
Mill in Hanover County, Va. 
The company will hire 140 
workers in the deal. 

Nestlé opens new HQ in 
Northern Virginia
Nestlé USA, the maker of 

 

of operations. In early 2015, 
about 230 jobs were cut. Now, 
Tenaris plans to employ more 
than 100 people at the plant, 
which is expected to restart 
by September.

Steel company adding 

JSW Steel USA is investing $1 
billion in facilities in Mingo 
Junction, Ohio, and Baytown, 
Texas, and will be hiring over 
1,000 people. The U.S. steel 
mill, headquartered outside 
Houston, produces hot-rolled 
plates and pipes.

billion expansion of  
Texas hub
Houston-based Phillips 66 
said recently that it will ex-
pand its Sweeny Hub near 
Old Ocean, Texas, as part of 
a $1.5 billion project to trans-
port and process more natu-
ral gas liquids. 

Paycom relocating to 

Oklahoma City-based Pay-
com Software will relocate 
its Texas operations center to 
Grapevine, where the com-
pany plans to create 1,000 
high-paying jobs. 

VIRGINIA
Huntington Ingalls to hire 

 
in Virginia
Huntington Ingalls’ Newport 
News Shipbuilding division 
has a lot of hiring to do. The 
sole designer, builder and 
refueler of U.S. Navy air-
craft carriers and one of two 
providers of U.S. Navy sub-
marines, anticipates hiring 
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SOUTHERNAUTO CORRIDOR COM
For real-time news on business, politics and economic development in the South, go to RandleReport.com.  

For all economic development projects announced in the South, go to SB-D.com. For more information on the 
automotive industry in the South, go to SouthernAutoCorridor.com. 

Auto industry would need $7.6 billion bailout to offset tariffs
A study by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce that came out this summer showed that the 

Trump administration would need to offer the auto industry $7.6 billion in taxpay-
er-funded aid to counter tariffs in the escalating trade conflict with China and the 

European Union. The bailout would be similar to the $12 billion in aid Pres-
ident Trump gave U.S. farmers when China, the EU, Mexico and Canada 

enacted retaliatory tariffs on farm products.  

Auto industry would need $
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Nissan to invest $170 million  
to upgrade Tennessee and Mississippi 

plants
Nashville-based Nissan North America plans to invest 

$170 million at its two plants in the Southern Auto 
Corridor. The upgrades are being done to support the 

Nissan Altima model that is built at both facilities. 
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A L A BA M A

Mercedes-Benz introduces 

first fully electric SUV that 

will be built in Alabama

In the summer quarter, At-
lanta-based Mercedes-Benz 
North America unveiled the 
EQC, the German automak-
er’s first fully electric SUV. 
The EQC has an estimated 
range of 200 miles. Produc-
tion of the ECQ will begin in 
2019 at the Mercedes plant in 
Bremen, Germany, and lat-
er at its plant in Tuscaloosa 
County, Ala. 

Honda announces another 

expansion of its Alabama 

plant

Honda is once again investing 
in its large assembly plant in 
Lincoln, Ala. The latest ex-
pansion by the automaker is 
a $54 million investment that 
will add 50,000 square feet of 
space at its second line oper-
ations. Honda employs more 
than 4,500 workers at its Ala-
bama plant. 

Honda opens $85 million 

logistics expansion in 

Alabama

Honda opened its latest ex-
pansion, a logistics operation 
that has added 400,000 square 
feet to its assembly plant in 

Lincoln, Ala. The new logis-
tics facility will handle more 
than 4 million parts that ar-
rive at the plant every day. 

Manufacturer setting up shop 

near Honda’s Alabama plant

Lohr North America, a mak-
er of car carriers, is convert-
ing an existing building in 
Lincoln, Ala., for a new plant. 
The French company will hire 
140 workers in the deal. 

Lear Corp. to hire 500 in 

Alabama

Mercedes-Benz supplier Lear 
Corp. is hiring 500 people to 
manufacture seat assemblies 
for Mercedes-Benz’s Vance 
plant. 

Mazda Toyota construction 

continues in Huntsville as 

lawsuit over rare fish is put 

on hold

A lawsuit over the threatened 
pygmy sunfish that lives in 
waters near the Mazda Toyota 
site has been put on hold. The 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
is working on designating a 
critical habitat to protect the 
tiny fish. While the legal work 
is underway, work is continu-
ing on the $1.6 billion joint 
plant by the two Japanese au-
tomakers that will eventually 
house 4,000 workers. 

Japanese auto supplier 

expanding Alabama plant 

with $40 million investment

Unipres Alabama plans to 
invest $40 million in a new 
hot stamping process at its 
production facility in St. Clair 
County, Ala. The move will 
create 70 new jobs. The com-
pany supplies products for 
Nissan and Honda.

A R K A NSA S

Big River Steel expanding 

Arkansas mill

Big River Steel is investing 
$1.2 billion in an expansion 
that will double the capac-
ity of its hot-rolled steel fa-
cility in Osceola, Ark. The 
expansion will facilitate the 
company’s ability to produce 
even higher grades of electri-
cal steel, demand for which 
is expected to increase with 
continued focus on energy 
efficiency and the increase 
in hybrid and electric vehicle 
sales.

FLO R I DA

Online retailer promises 77 

new jobs for Ocala

RealTruck, an online retailer 
of pickup truck parts and ac-
cessories, is seeking $385,000 
from the city, county and 
state to establish its national 

headquarters in Ocala. The 
company plans to create 77 
new jobs.

G EO RG I A

Auto supplier investing in 

Georgia

Japanese auto parts supplier 
Nisshinbo Automotive Man-
ufacturing (NAMI) is invest-
ing $72 million in its cop-
per-free brake pad plant in 
Covington, Ga. The project 
will generate 100 new jobs.  

K E NTUCK Y

Auto parts supplier adding 

jobs in Kentucky

Webasto, a sunroof manufac-
turer, announced in August it 
will invest $15 million in its 
panorama roof systems line 
at its plant in Lexington, Ky. 
The deal will create 183 jobs. 

Bowling Green Metalforming 

plans $14 million expansion

Bowling Green Metalform-
ing, a Canadian-owned au-
tomotive parts manufactur-
er, plans its sixth expansion 
since 2004 — a $14.2 million 
investment set to create 27 
new jobs in Warren County.

DENSO Air Systems plans 

$3.5 million expansion in 

Hopkinsville

DENSO Air Systems Michi-

over the threatened pygmy 

the Mazda Toyota site has been 
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Automotive supplier expands 

manufacturing in Mississippi

A German company that 
makes automotive parts is 
expanding in Tishomingo 
County — Hago Automo-
tive Corp. will add 60 jobs 
and invest $4 million for new 
equipment in Iuka. By dou-
bling the size of its existing 
facility, Hago Automotive 
will be able to meet the needs 
of BMW in the U.S., China 
and South Africa.

N O R TH C A RO L I N A

Daimler delivers 50,000th 

Freightliner from North 

Carolina plant

Germany-based Daimler AG, 
the company that assembles 
the Freightliner Cascadia, has 
delivered the 50,000th model 
of the truck since production 
began 19 months ago at its 
plant in Rowan County, N.C. 
Daimler Trucks North Amer-
ica has garnered about 40 
percent of the market share of 
Class 6 and Class 8 long-haul 
trucks. 

SOUTH C A RO L I N A

Mercedes-Benz Van plant 

in South Carolina now fully 

operational

In September, Mercedes-Benz 
Vans saw the first Sprinter van 
model come off the assembly 
line at the German automak-
er’s new plant in Ladson, S.C. 
Over 900 workers are housed 
at the $500 million plant, 
and as production ramps up, 
about 1,300 workers will be at 

the plant. 

Michelin to reopen 

Earthmover tire production 

plant in South Carolina

A Michelin plant that was 
built in 2012 and idled in 
2016 is expected to be back 
up running soon in Starr, 
S.C. The tire maker is expect-
ed to hire 100 workers for the 
reopening. 

Supplier expands Upstate HQ

JTEKT North America is 
expanding its headquarters 
at the Clemson University 
International Center for Au-
tomotive Research. The $5.8 
million expansion will add at 
least 100 new jobs. 

JW Aluminum investing $255 

million in South Carolina

JW Aluminum, a manufac-
turer of flat-rolled aluminum 
products used in the automo-
tive industry, will invest $255 
million in an expansion of its 
existing Berkeley County op-
erations. The facility’s growth 
is expected to lead to the cre-
ation of 50 new jobs.

BLG Logistics locates 

operations in Ladson, S.C.

Designed to support Mer-
cedes-Benz Vans’ production 
operations, BLG Logistics is 
locating new operations in 
Charleston County, project-
ed to create 28 new jobs.

Volvo to build “university” at 

South Carolina plant site

Volvo Car USA announced 
in the summer it will build 
Volvo Car University at its 

automotive assembly plant 
site in Berkeley County. The 
university will train the au-
tomaker’s dealership group 
and technical teams. 

T E N N E SSE E

France-based auto supplier 

to locate new operation in 

Middle Tennessee

Faurecia Interior Systems 
announced it will locate a 
$30 million plant in Maury 
County, Tenn. The plant will 
house 143 workers. 

Auto parts distributor 

to expand operations in 

Tennessee

Revel Enterprises will invest 
$2.3 million to expand its 
auto parts distribution facil-
ity in Paris, Tenn. The deal 
will create 64 jobs. 

Truck maker Oshkosh plans 

new East Tennessee facility

Wisconsin-based Oshkosh, a 
manufacturer of fire trucks, 
concrete mixers and defense 
vehicles, announced plans to 
renovate the 500,000-square-
foot former John Deere facili-
ty in Jefferson City, Tenn. The 
project will create 300 jobs. 

Auto parts supplier expands 

in Tennessee

U.S. Tsubaki, an auto parts 
manufacturer, is investing 
over $35 million to expand 
its facilities in Portland, 
Tenn. The company, which 
will create 70 new jobs, is a 
supplier of parts to Nissan, 
Ford, GM and Toyota. 

SOUTHERNAUTO CORRIDOR COM

Freightliner Cascadia since production began 19 months 

gan will expand its presence 
in Christian County, Ky., 
with a $3.5 million invest-
ment creating 45 full-time 
jobs. The automotive compo-
nents manufacturer is head-
quartered in Japan.

Corvac Composites plans 

$6.1 million investment in 

Morgantown, Ky.

Automotive supplier Corvac 
Composites will expand pro-
duction in Morgantown with 
a $6.1 million investment ex-
pected to create 30 full-time 
jobs. Corvac makes automo-
tive underbody systems.

M I SS I SS I PP I

Auto and truck parts 

manufacturer hiring 

SMW Manufacturing, which 
opened in Oxford, Miss., in 
2017, is expanding after start-
ing the project with 50 jobs. 
Located in a former Cater-
pillar facility, the company 
makes parts for heavy truck, 
automotive and mining in-
dustrial markets. The $4 mil-
lion deal will create 25 jobs. 

Steel firm to invest $230 

million in Columbus, Miss.

Steel Dynamics has an-
nounced plans to invest $230 
million to upgrade its Co-
lumbus, Miss., steel mill, cre-
ating 45 jobs. The company, 
based in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
is shifting production from 
selling to pipe and tube mak-
ers to more lucrative custom-
ers, including auto and appli-
ance makers. 
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Southern Business & Development is celebrating its 
25th year in business with a timeline of what we believe 

and economic development events that occurred each 

 
from the sixth largest economy in the world to the  

 

We thank you for your readership and support and 
we hope you enjoy reading our 25th anniversary 

RandleReport.com SB-D.com and 
SouthernAutoCorridor.com
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New York Times
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MOVIN’ ON THE  
TENN-TOM...

IT’S THE ONLY WAY TO GO.

The Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Access to more than 16,000 miles of navigable water and nearly half of the continental U.S.

Shortest distance between Mid-America and the Gulf of Mexico

Business friendly environment

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Development Authority
www.tenntom.org     ttw@tenntom.org
662.328.3286

http://www.tenntom.org
mailto:ttw@tenntom.org
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Weld

Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin

Mein Kampf

U.S. 
News & World Report 

1995



SC PORTS

The need to expand. 

SCSPA.COM

SOME SEE SC PORTS SEES

A consultative supply chain 
resource delivering vital 
information to support a 

successful supply chain decision.
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states 

Forbes

1996

F b
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Financial World 

1997
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1998



25TH ANNIVERSARY    SB&D    51  

Skilled Workforce.
Centrally Located.
Advanced
Manufacturing.

RANDOLPH COUNTY
North Carolina

Economic Development Corporation

The Heart of North Carolina’s 
Economic Future

Phone: 336.626.2233
www.rcedc.com

on

 

http://www.rcedc.com
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USA 
Today

1999
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Barron’s

2000
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IN THE PAST YEAR, WE:
Assisted in $28M company expansions
Increased employment by 15%
Invested $5M into our airport’s runway overlay

Purchased 1,200 acres for future growth at KHSA

WE ARE WORKING TOWARD:
Completion of $35M in infrastructure and improvements at    

   Port Bienville and KHSA
Development of Aerospace Academy and Flight School
Spaceport Licensing

14054 Fred & Al Key Road | Kiln, MS 39556 
228.467.9231 | www.portairspace.com

As the economic development 
authority for Hancock County,  
we own and operate  
Port Bienville Industrial Park  
and Stennis International  
Airport (KHSA), and  
provide support of  
business investment for  
NASA’s Stennis Space Center!

Mississippi County

Arkansas
If you want to be a success in the steel business,

we’ll get you there.

Mississippi County 
Economic Development

870-532-6084
Clif Chitwood

ClifChitwood@yahoo.com
www.misscoeda.com

 

2001

http://www.portairspace.com
mailto:ClifChitwood@yahoo.com
http://www.misscoeda.com
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Mandy White | Sr. V.P., Economic Development
mwhite@jacksontn.com | 731-423-2200

“From the Camry in your driveway to the Tundra 
down the street, we’re proud to say that every 

Toyota manufactured in North America starts with 
an engine block produced in Jackson, TN.” 

Shawn Daly, Toyota Bodine Plant Manager

To locate your business here, contact:

 

mailto:mwhite@jacksontn.com


58   SB&D    25TH ANNIVERSARY 

2002



Danville’s bold history, means a bold future. Wilderness Trail Distillery mixes 21st century 
science with old fashioned craft to produce great Kentucky bourbon. When they needed 
a new location, with a historic feel that could house progressive science, they came to us. 
Learn more at DevelopDanville.com or call (859) 236-2361.

1819

1883 

1925 

Centre College founded—Forbes 2016 listing of “America’s Top Colleges”  
ranks it #5 among liberal arts colleges in the South and #18 of all Southern  
colleges and universities.

The Queen & Crescent rail line from Cincinnati to New Orleans is completed 
through Danville. Today, that line is the largest terminal of Norfolk-Southern’s 
line between Cincinnati and Chattanooga.

Dix River Dam formed Kentucky’s deepest lake, Herrington Lake. 
This ensures the Danville area is “drought-proof.” Today we have  
a new, 12 MGD water treatment plant.

BOLD YESTERDAY. 
       BOLD TOMORROW.



2 million square feet

1 million square feet

2.1 million square feet

Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc., 
Recognized as the 

Leading Economic Development Engineering Firm 
                     in South Carolina by        

All of These Companies Have
Two Things in Common ...

Nationally Recognized, 
Locally Focused.

     

500,000 square feet

2.5 million square feet

2 million square feet



Bluffton, SC  |  Charleston, SC  |  Charlotte, NC  |  Columbia, SC  |  Greenville, SC

1.2 million square feet

3.5 million square feet

100,000 square feet

They Chose South Carolina.
They Chose Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.

www.allianceCE.com

Building Alliances  
One Project at a Time

lli CE

700,000 square feet 157,000 square feet

Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc., has 
offices in Bluffton, Charleston, Columbia 
and Greenville, South Carolina and 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

1 million square feet

RECENTLY ANNOUNCED

On Time. On Budget.  
On Your Side.

http://www.allianceCE.com


62   SB&D    25TH ANNIVERSARY 

2003



HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE – RAYMOND, MISSISSIPPI

w w w . m i s s i s s i p p i . o r g / w o r k f o r c e
Mississippi’s network of 15 community and junior colleges provides essential support 
to companies through a wide spectrum of education and training programs. Community 
colleges work directly with employers to design and implement customized job-training 
programs meeting and exceeding specifi c personnel needs. Let us supply your company 

with a tailor-made workforce.

MISS    SIPPI

WORKFORCE
IS



With a compelling opportunity for productivity, growth and long-term profitability, world-class aviation and 
aerospace suppliers Alcoa and Hardide Coatings make Martinsville-Henry County, Virginia their home.  

A strategic location, hard-working employees and low cost of doing business are key motivating factors for  

Cleared to Land.
Located on US 220 
South, at the VA/NC 
state line

PERMITTING 
IN PLACE 

Adjacent to the  
Norfolk Southern  
Railway Mainline

Shovel ready

SB&D 

2004



COMMONWEALTH CROSSING726
ACRES

Visit us at
YesMartinsville.com

Only 33 miles to  
Piedmont Triad  
International Airport, 
Greensboro, NC 

Publicly owned by 
Henry County 

companies locating their businesses here. To learn more about our newest 
site available, Commonwealth Crossing, contact Mark Heath, President/ 
CEO, at (276) 403-5944 or MHeath@YesMartinsville.com. 

mailto:MHeath@YesMartinsville.com


New York Times

Atlanta Journal-Constitution

2005
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SB&D 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

2006



In the Golden Triangle, we’ve got it all—and 
we give it all. Yes is what we always say here—for whatever you need 

to succeed. Abundant electricity and water? Yes! Highways, rail, waterway, 

airport? Yes, yes, yes, and yes! Quality workforce and training? Hell, yes! 

Our 1,144-acre Infinity Megasite is just one of our feature-filled, ready-to-roll 

locations. But what’ll really blow you away is our can-do, will-do, do-it-up 

attitude. Talk to us. Tell us what you need. And expect the answer that makes 

this region—and your future—golden: YES.

www.gtrSaysYes.com  
or call 662.328.8369

Joe Max Higgins, Jr., CEO
GOLDEN TRIANGLE DEVELOPMENT LINK

CAN ONE MEGASITE HAVE 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED?

http://www.gtrSaysYes.com
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Economist 

2008
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2009
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2010
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St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch

2011

New York Times



In Kentucky,
YOU 

are the star

While many places overwhelm your company with red tape, 

Kentucky rolls out the red carpet for you. We are creating the most 

pro-business state in America, catering to the needs of business and cutting red 

tape in the process. Our business-friendly changes have resulted in record investments 

and jobs. And we’ve only just begun.

 We’re getting rave reviews for our success. Join us, and we’ll make your move a blockbuster.

Making Business Strong.
Making Life Exceptional.

GROWING BUSINESS. CUTTING RED TAPE.

(800) 626-2930 • ThinkKentucky.com
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Forbes

2012

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF PROMOTING 
THE BEST OF THE SOUTH

Southern Business & Development Magazine

For advertising opportunities, contact:
Michael Randle 

Matthew Randle 
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CONNECTING
PEOPLE WITH JOBS.

READY

Take advantage of our vast network of Workforce 

Development Programs and partnerships and discover 

how we are transforming our region one life at a time.

Wallace State Community College is the region’s one-stop source for 

workforce development, offering services for business and industry, and 

for individuals seeking education and training for a competitive job market.

Wallace State’s programs are nationally accredited, and provide training 

using the latest technology, industry recognized credentialing, and a 

pathway to employment.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Call Hanceville: 866.350.9722 or Oneonta: 205.625.4020 wallacestate.edu

Katie Fine
Coffee Shop Entrepreneur
Wallace State Alumni
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2013

 



www.aidt.edu

http://www.aidt.edu
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USA Today

2014
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CULLMANCULLMANCULLMAN, Est.
1873

 

2015
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1100 Poydras Street, Suite 3475

New Orleans, LA

504.527.6900 

info@gnoinc.org

Facebook.com/gnoinc

Twitter: @gnoinc

NNNEWW OORRLLEEAANNSS:: AA CCITY BUILT FOR BUSIINNEESSSS
300 years ago, New Orleans was founded for one reason – business at the mouth of the Mississippi.  In the subsequent centuries, the 

New Orleans region became a world-leader in global trade, energy and manufacturing.  Today, our combination of low business costs 

and renowned culture is driving some of the fastest business growth in America in software, healthcare and environmental services.  

Come see for yourself why scores of companies that have expanded or relocated to Greater New Orleans over the past decade.  The 

team at Greater New Orleans, Inc. will serve as your business concierge, giving you all of the facts and all of the service you need to set 

up operations in New Orleans.

 

mailto:info@gnoinc.org


2016
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THE VALLEY WORKS

People, partnerships, power – the Valley region 

offers you every competitive advantage:

• Plentiful, highly skilled labor

• Enthusiastic regional, state and community 

partners

• Affordable TVA power with exceptional 

reliability and diverse generation portfolio

PUT THE VALLEY TO WORK FOR YOU – CONTACT TVA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TODAY.
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2017
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2018
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best
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LAW FIRMS

SB D&

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENCO O C O

SB DDD

There are other professionals outside 
of economic developers that need 

to be involved in your investment to 
see it through in the American South. 

development practices are experts in 
multidisciplinary approaches to your 

real estate tax, government relations, 
construction, environmental and 

incentive packages. 

The following directory lists in 
alphabetical order what Southern 
Business & Development believes 

are the best economic development 

and individuals listed for more 
information. 

C. Britton Bonner
Adams and Reese LLP
RSA Battle House Tower
11 North Water Street, Suite 23200

251.433.3234
britton.bonner@arlaw.com
www.adamsandreese.com

John Gornall
Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
171 17th Street NW, Suite 2100

john.gornall@agg.com
www.agg.com

Lodie Biggs
Baker Donelson
First Tennessee Building

901.579.3131
lbiggs@bakerdonelson.com
www.bakerdonelson.com

CONTINUED

mailto:britton.bonner@arlaw.com
http://www.adamsandreese.com
mailto:john.gornall@agg.com
http://www.agg.com
mailto:lbiggs@bakerdonelson.com
http://www.bakerdonelson.com


SOME TAKE CREDIT.
WE TAKE INITIATIVE.

This ad is authorized by Donald Clark, Jr., Chairman, Butler Snow LLP.  
FREE BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. P.O. Box 6010, Ridgeland, MS 39158-6010

AL | CO | DC | GA | LA | MA | MS | NC | NM | NY | PA | TN | TX | VA

L O N D O N   |   S I N G A P O R E   |   H O N G  K O N G

Butler Snow’s Economic Development team has represented a large and diverse group of 
manufacturing, energy, health care, warehousing, processing and distribution enterprises, 
including extensive involvement in many of the region’s mega-project announcements.  

Butler Snow and our economic development subsidiary, VisionFirst Advisors, is able to provide 
a comprehensive package of legal, regulatory, consulting, and business advisory services that 

expanding an existing facility, or assisting local economic development entities strategize for 
the future, our team is prepared with the knowledge and experience to guide your project 

TEAMWORK     FOCUS     INNOVATION     SERVICE     VALUE     RESPONSIVENESS

ButlerSnow.com
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Foster Clark
Balch & Bingham
1901 Sixth Avenue North, Suite 1500

fclark@balch.com
www.balch.com

Christopher R. Grissom
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
One Federal Place
1819 Fifth Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203
205.521.8000
cgrissom@bradley.com
www.bradley.com

Ed Christian
Burr & Forman LLP
420 20th Street North, Suite 3400
Birmingham, AL 35203
205.251.3000
www.burr.com

Carleigh Stratton
Butler Snow
1020 Highland Colony Parkway, Suite 1400

carleigh.stratton@butlersnow.com
www.butlersnow.com

Shep Russell
Friday Eldredge & Clark
400 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 2000
Little Rock, AR 72201-3493
501.370.1552

Frost Brown Todd

502.779.8150
msommer@fbtlaw.com
www.frostbrowntodd.com

Preston Bolt 
Hand Arendall LLC
104 Saint Francis Street, Suite 300

pbolt@handarendall.com
www.handarendall.com

best
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LAW FIRMS

SB D&

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENCO O C O

SB DDD

Christopher R. Grissom

l h

mailto:fclark@balch.com
http://www.balch.com
mailto:cgrissom@bradley.com
http://www.bradley.com
http://www.burr.com
mailto:carleigh.stratton@butlersnow.com
http://www.butlersnow.com
mailto:msommer@fbtlaw.com
http://www.frostbrowntodd.com
mailto:pbolt@handarendall.com
http://www.handarendall.com


Companies large and small meet their challenges  
at the job site, at the deal table, in court and in  
the halls of government with Nexsen Pruet.

More than 190 lawyers in Charleston, Columbia, Greenville, Hilton Head and  
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, and Charlotte, Greensboro and Raleigh, North Carolina.

nexsenpruet.com

1230 Main Street | Suite 700 | Columbia, SC 29201

(T) 803.771.8900 | (F) 803.253.8277

4141 Parklake Avenue | Suite 200 | Raleigh, NC 27612

(T) 919.755.1800 | (F) 919.653.0435

Tushar Chikhliker | SC Economic Development Team Leader

Ernie Pearson | NC Economic Development Team Leader

Puzzled over your next move  
in the Carolinas?

Our economic development 
lawyers can help you piece 

everything together.

Will Johnson
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd PA

Columbia, SC 29201
803.779.3080

Andrew Ernst
HunterMaclean
200 East Saint Julian Street
Savannah, GA 31401

dernst@huntermaclean.com
www.huntermaclean.com

Fred L. Chevalier LLP
Jones Walker

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

fchevalier@joneswalker.com
www.joneswalker.com

Thomas Brinkley
Maynard Cooper
1901 Sixth Avenue North

Birmingham, AL 35203
205.254.1078
tbrinkley@maynardcooper.com
www.maynardcooper.com

Christopher D. Lloyd
McGuire Woods LLC
800 East Canal Street 
Richmond, VA 23219
804.775.1902
clloyd@mwcllc.com
www.mwcllc.com

CONTINUED

mailto:dernst@huntermaclean.com
http://www.huntermaclean.com
mailto:fchevalier@joneswalker.com
http://www.joneswalker.com
mailto:tbrinkley@maynardcooper.com
http://www.maynardcooper.com
mailto:clloyd@mwcllc.com
http://www.mwcllc.com
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Our Economic Development and Government Relations Teams practice at the intersection of
business and government. We recognize the need for businesses and communities to unite in
promoting trade, expanding commerce and recruiting and retaining industry. Although our client
base is national in scope, Adams and Reese remains committed to furthering the economic
well-being of the states and of the communities in which we work and live.

We understand what it takes to create jobs, eliminate blight, and improve the quality of life while
building a sustainable and vibrant tax base. We utilize the broad range of public policy tools
needed to achieve those objectives across all business sectors and levels of government: local,
state and federal. Our industry-focused practice groups of nearly 300 attorneys and government
relations advisors are strategically located across 18 offices throughout the south central U.S.
and Washington, D.C.

At the Intersection of Business and Government

Attorney Advertising. No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of the legal services performed by other lawyers. This advertisement uses stock photography.  
Authors: Guilford F. Thornton, Jr. and Diana Surprenant | 504.585.0202
FREE BACKGROUND INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

ALABAMA | FLORIDA | GEORGIA | LOUISIANA | MISSISSIPPI | SOUTH CAROLINA
TENNESSEE | TEXAS | WASHINGTON, D.C.

Economic Development

C. Britton Bonner
Economic Development Team Leader
Mobile 251.650.0862 
Montgomery 334.593.5560 
Washington, D.C. 202.737.3234 

www.adamsandreese.com
RSA Battle House Tower
11 North Water Street, Suite 23200
Mobile, Alabama 36602

Kathryn Whitaker

McNair Law Firm PA

Columbia, SC 29201
803.799.9800
kwhitaker@mcnair.net
mey@mcnair.net
www.mcnair.net

Tom Harrold
Miller & Martin

1180 West Peachtree Street NW
Suite 2100
Atlanta, GA 30309-3407

tom.harrold@millermartin.com
www.millermartin.com

Edward Kluiters
Jay Rogers
George Wolfe
Nelson Mullins LLC

Columbia, SC 29201
800.237.2000
edward.kluiters@nelsonmullins.com
jay.rogers@nelsonmullins.com
george.wolfe@nelsonmullins.com
www.nelsonmullins.com

Ernie C. Pearson
Nexsen Pruet
4141 Parklake Avenue, Suite 200

919.755.1800
epearson@nexsenpruet.com
www.nexsenpruet.com

Al Guarnieri
Parker Poe
Three Wells Fargo Center
401 South Tryon Street, Suite 3000
Charlotte, NC 28202
704.372.9000
sammoses@parkerpoe.com
alguarnieri@parkerpoe.com
www.parkerpoe.com

best
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LAW FIRMS
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http://www.adamsandreese.com
mailto:kwhitaker@mcnair.net
mailto:mey@mcnair.net
http://www.mcnair.net
mailto:tom.harrold@millermartin.com
http://www.millermartin.com
mailto:edward.kluiters@nelsonmullins.com
mailto:jay.rogers@nelsonmullins.com
mailto:george.wolfe@nelsonmullins.com
http://www.nelsonmullins.com
mailto:epearson@nexsenpruet.com
http://www.nexsenpruet.com
mailto:sammoses@parkerpoe.com
mailto:alguarnieri@parkerpoe.com
http://www.parkerpoe.com
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BE MORE. 
DO MORE.

In the last fifteen years 

AGG  has provided value 

on over 130 economic 

development projects with 

capital expenditures of 

over $13 billion.

Lawyers for Aspiring  

Companies and Communities

agg.com   404.873.8650ATLANTA   WASHINGTON, DC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Jon Jordan
Robinson Bradshaw
101 North Tryon Street, Suite 1900

jjordan@robinsonbradshaw.com
www.robinsonbradshaw.com

Sands Anderson

Richmond, VA 23219
804.783.7219
dsiegel@sandsanderson.com
www.sandsanderson.com

Stites & Harbison PLLC
Suite 1800 

Louisville, KY 40202
502.587.3400
mherrington@stites.com
www.stites.com

Stephanie Yarbrough
John Hunter
Womble Bond Dickinson
5 Exchange Street 
Charleston, SC 29401

One Wells Fargo Center 
Suite 3500 
301 South College Street
Charlotte, NC 28202

704.331.4951
stephanie.yarbrough@wbd-us.com
john.hunter@wbd-us.com
www.womblebonddickinson.com/us

mailto:jjordan@robinsonbradshaw.com
http://www.robinsonbradshaw.com
mailto:dsiegel@sandsanderson.com
http://www.sandsanderson.com
mailto:mherrington@stites.com
http://www.stites.com
mailto:stephanie.yarbrough@wbd-us.com
mailto:john.hunter@wbd-us.com
http://www.womblebonddickinson.com/us
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The American South’s 10 largest new or 
expanded manufacturing and selected 
non-manufacturing job announcements

       ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE IN THE SUMMER 2018 QUARTER
Development Jobs      Investment*          N/E/R**             Location Description
1. Huntington Ingalls 7,000  N/A E Newport News, Va.  Shipbuilding

2. UPS 3,000 N/A N Atlanta, Ga.  Ground hub 

3. Amazon 1,500 $325 N Bessemer, Ala.  Fulfillment

4. Amazon 1,500 $200 N Garner, N.C.  Fulfillment

5. Amazon 1,500 $200 N Charlotte, N.C.  Fulfillment

6. Amazon 1,500 $130 N Tulsa, Okla,  Fulfillment

7. Burns & McDonnell 1,200 $42 E Kansas Cily, Mo. Engineering

8. Robins AFB 1,200 N/A E Warner Robins, Ga.  MRO

9. Micron Technologies 1,100 $3,000 E Manassas, Va.  Memory chips

10. Inspire Brands 1,100 $32 R Sandy Springs, Ga. Headquarters

      Cognizant 1,100 N/A E Irving, Texas  Software

*Investment in millions    **N=New, E=Expansion, R=Relocation
Source: RandleReport.com

TOP DEALS



Making Business Strong. Making Life Exceptional.

The Best Economic Development Team in America - and 
the 2018 “State of the Year” - is ready to serve you.

To all Kentucky Companies that helped 
Kentucky become “State of the Year”

ll Kentucky Companies that helped
become “State of the Year”

Whether you’ve been here one day or 100 years, we appreciate what you do for Kentucky.ppreciate what you do for

We are building the most pro-business state in the U.S. If you haven’t joined our familyhaven’t joined

yet, we have room for you. Let’s talk. Contact us and we’ll explain how we can make youre ca

location decision easier. Find out more at ThinkKentucky.com.

(800) 626-2930 • ThinkKentucky.com



Supporting the growth  
of manufacturing & power 
industries in the Southeast for 
OVER 55 YEARS.

LOCATIONS:  RALEIGH, NC  |  GREENSBORO, NC  |  WEST JEFFERSON, NC  |  WILMINGTON, NC  

COLUMBIA, SC  |  JACKSONVILLE, FL  |  HUNTSVILLE, AL |  BATESVILLE, MS

919.782.4600
6101 Triangle Drive, Raleigh, NC 27617
info@southernindustrial.com southernindustrial.com

INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION  •  PLANT INSTALLATION

PLANT RELOCATION  •  PLANT MAINTENANCE

LOCATIONS:  MARYVILLE, TN  |  MORRISTOWN, TN 

CLEVELAND, TN  |  OWENSBORO, KY 

MILLWRIGHT •  PLANT RELOCATION

ROBOTICS  •  FABRICATION

865.379.1500 
1034 Ross Drive, Maryville, TN 37801 
info@cherokeemillwright.com cherokeemillwright.com

mailto:info@southernindustrial.com
mailto:info@cherokeemillwright.com



