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we’ve learned a thing or 
two about optimizing plants 
in the southeast.

AFTER 60 YEARS

southernindustrial.com cherokeemillwright.com

CONSTRUCTION
For turnkey multi-discipline/
multi-craft and single-service/
single-craft projects, we offer a 
full range of construction services.

INSTALLATION
Our expert installers are ready 
when you are. Single machine? 
Entire production line? Complete 
industrial process system or 
plant? We’re there.

RELOCATION
Any state, any town. We relocate, 
consolidate, and reinstall your 
manufacturing machinery, 
equipment and process systems.

RIGGING
Our highly experienced riggers 
excel at hoisting, lifting, jacking, 
sliding, rolling, and erecting 
machinery/equipment/structures.

MILLWRIGHT
If you need to dismantle, 
install, set, move, align, or level 
machinery/equipment, we  have 
the team for the job.

AUTOMATION
From automatic guided  
vehicles (AGVs) to selfdriving 
vehicles (SDVs), we integrate  

PRECISION  
ALIGNMENT
To ensure equipment uptime, 
every millimeter counts.  
Call us for close tolerance  
and precision alignment— 
both optical and laser.

CONCRETE 
CONSTRUCTION
Expect an array of  
custom, high-strength,  
high-tolerance concrete 
solutions, from precision  

heavy structural foundations.

INDUSTRIAL 
MECHANICAL  
& HVAC SERVICES
We have the tools, 
instrumentation, and  
experience to install, service 
and repair nearly every type 
of mechanical process and 
industrial HVAC equipment.

MAINTENANCE
From total plant contract  
to supplemental, for both 
mechanical and electrical, we 
can help extend the lifespan of 
your assets.





Training

AIDT has been synonymous with workforce 
development in Alabama, across the country and 
around the world since 1971.

Using our innovative approaches to common 
workforce issues and leveraging our partnerships 
with education and industry leaders, AIDT has 
remained a leader when it comes to workforce 
development.

At the heart of our mission is a commitment to be 
a full partner with citizens and companies to 
deliver the strongest workforce possible. 
Together, We Create Workforce.



www.aidt.edu

http://www.aidt.edu




The firm has experience spanning more than 70 
different practice areas and is well-known for serving 
clients across the United States, from multibillion-
dollar economic development projects to representing 
Fortune 500 companies as a trusted legal advisor. In 
the past decade, Butler Snow has grown to nearly 400 
attorneys and advisors and 26 offices, 17 of which are 
located in the Southeastern United States. 
 
As the firm has grown, so has its economic 
development practice. Butler Snow’s economic 
development attorneys help to solve critical issues 
through their legal and business expertise around 
tax incentives, grants, real estate, environmental 
permitting, public bidding, site development, 
and more. This team has been heavily involved in 
some of the Southeast’s most significant economic 
development projects, including a multibillion-dollar 
Continental Tire project in Clinton, Mississippi. 
Butler Snow’s team facilitated high-level negotiations 
to implement the largest incentive program in 
Mississippi’s history with approval from a special 
session of the state legislature. This project has already 
had a major impact on the local community, and it is 
expected to generate more than 2,500 jobs.  
 
Butler Snow’s economic development team of 
specialists has also been involved in other largely 
significant work, including important roles in the 
development of Mississippi’s Toyota and Nissan 
automotive assembly plants. Our team also recently 
represented one of the major partners in Ford’s 
Blue Oval Project in West Tennessee, a 3,600-acre 
mega-project dedicated to the production of electric 
vehicles and batteries. 

 
Our vast experience in this field has allowed our 
economic development team to represent a diverse 
group of manufacturing, energy, warehousing and 
healthcare clients. The relationships built and 
experience gained through those projects has enabled 
Butler Snow to become a comprehensive provider of 
economic development services. 
 
As a firm largely situated in the southern United 
States, we are proud to have played a role in many of 
the region’s most significant economic development 
projects. We see the positive impact they have had on 
the communities in which we live and work on a daily 
basis, and we stand ready to provide this service and 
expertise to clients for years to come. 

In addition to our unique legal experience in 
this field, several years ago, the firm created an 
economic development consulting subsidiary, 
VisionFirst Advisors.  This firm assists companies 
and communities in economic development 
strategic planning and site selection.  Recently, they 
completed two major site selection projects in Kansas. 
VisionFirst is a world-class and well-respected 
economic development consulting firm led by Gray 
Swoope, the former Secretary of Commerce of Florida 
under Governor Rick Scott.  Previously he served 
as the Director of the Mississippi Development 
Authority under Governor Haley Barbour. Governor 
Barbour continues to serve on the Board of Directors.

Established in 1954, 
Butler Snow LLP is an 
international law firm that 
has built its reputation on 
delivering superior client 
service with a proven 
track record for success. 

For more information on Butler Snow’s Economic Development services, learn more at  
butlersnow.com/services/practice-areas/economic-development



All of These Companies Have
Something in Common ...

Nationally Recognized, 
Locally Focused.

2 million square feet

1 million square feet

2.5 million square feet

2 million square feet

2.1 million square feet

500,000 square feet

3.5 million square feet

700,000 square feet



Bluffton, SC  |  Charleston, SC  |  Charlotte, NC  |  Columbia, SC  |  Greenville, SC

They Chose Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.

www.allianceCE.com

Building Alliances  
One Project at a Time

lli CE

1.2 million square feet

100,000 square feet

157,000 square feet

2 million square feet

513,000 square feet

1 million square feet

400,000 square feet

183,000 square feet

62,000 square feet

260,000 square feetq

457,000 square feet

http://www.allianceCE.com
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In the heart of the South’s Automotive Corridor, we are ready for your 

next venture. With active CSX rail and I-26 next door near I-81 and I-40 

our 150,000 sq. ft. pad-ready site is an ideal location.

With ample TVA power, a ready and willing workforce in one of the most 

beautiful cities in the South, we’re confident our Tennessee location is a 

great place to call home.

150,000 SQ. FT.—READY IF YOU ARE
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I write all the time that the phrase “The New South” is 40 years 

old, but the media — especially the standard Asian media 

business model and business news reported by CNN, CNBC, 

Fox, whatever — loves to continue labeling the South as “The 

New South.”  

I assume that when people describe the vibrant and beloved 

Southern region of the U.S. — particularly writers who have 

never set foot in the South — they presume that we are still a 

backwater like that of the mid-1800s to, say, the 1950s.  

FYI, there ain’t no more “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” It is not a tourist 

attraction here in the region. It was an anti-slavery novel writ-

ten by American author Harriet Beecher Stowe, published in 

two volumes in 1852. 

“The New South” and its economy emerged and blew away 

the entire world in 1972, or at least by 1982. Get it right, or do 

not write it. 

“The New South?” Really? Apparently y’all have never been to 

Austin, Charlotte, Nashville, or much less monster economies 

like Atlanta, Northern Virginia, Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston 

and other mega-economies like Tampa Bay and South Florida 

in the region. 

And let’s not forget the mid-major economies in the South 

such as Birmingham, Greenville, Louisville, Raleigh, Jackson-

ville, Little Rock, Richmond and New Orleans, among many 

more in the region. Throw in a few dynamo small markets like 

Huntsville, the Space Coast in Florida and Charleston, S.C., 

and it is easy to understand that the South’s economy is a mile 

wide and a mile deep. Those metros and others lead the nation 

in so many economic categories. 

Southern Innuendo Stew

Owner, Editor & 

Publisher

Michael C. Randle 

michael@sb-d.com

Marketing

William Randle

william@sb-d.com

Projects

Matthew Randle 

matt@sb-d.com

Events

Shelly J. Jacobs

Design

Stacy C. Randle
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SOUTHBOUND

Southern Business & Development (ISSN 1067-8751) is a registered trademark TM. Founded in 1992 and published quarterly by MCR 

1992-2023. Southern Business & Development TM 1997. Southern Auto Corridor and Southern Automotive Corridor TM 2003.

So, when, really, did “The New South” 

emerge? Try the early 1960s when the 

Atlanta airport became the first me-

ga-airline hub in America. That was the 

first “New South” thingy. That was ex-

actly 60 years ago. 

Change the dang headline to “The South 

Rules the World” when it comes to eco-

nomic development and a generational 

change in the worldwide economy. 

The American South (not “The New 

South”) is the third largest economy in 

the world based on GDP, double that of 

the Midwest’s, only behind the U.S. and 

China’s gross product by value. 

Hear that Notre Dame, you Michigan 

toothy mammals that no one has ever 

seen and what the hell is a Buckeye, a 

badger?

We don’t have badgers down here, but 

we have ’gators, snakes, bullfrogs, giant 

snapping turtles and ’possums. They 

are so yummy, especially in what I call 

“Southern Innuendo Stew.” Goes great 

with poke salad and a Grapico! 

So, let’s get the data right and retire the 

phrase “The New South” for once and 

for all. The 13-state Southern region has 

been beating the stew out of all of the 

other three regions in the U.S. in GDP 

and positive demographics for decades. 

We have earned the phrase, “The Eco-

nomic Engine of the United States.” 

mailto:michael@sb-d.com
mailto:william@sb-d.com
mailto:matt@sb-d.com


Baltimore
Washington D.C.

Richmond

Greensboro
Charlotte

Cincinnati

Knoxville

Indianapolis
Pittsburgh Philadelphia

Raleigh

Roanoke

Contact Mark Heath at (276) 403-5944 or MHeath@YesMartinsville.com
C O M M O N W E A LT H C R O S S I N G . C O M            Y E S M A R T I N S V I L L E . C O M

• Publicly owned by Henry County, Virginia
• 1.2 million labor force within 60 miles
• Located on US Hwy 220 (future I-73)
• Adjacent to Norfolk Southern mainline
• Only 33 miles to Piedmont Triad International

Airport in Greensboro, North Carolina
• All utilities in place
• Advanced Manufacturing training facility onsite

COMMONWEALTH CROSSING BUSINESS CENTRE
LOCATED ON VIRGINIA/NORTH CAROLINA LINE IN HENRY COUNTY, VA 

mailto:MHeath@YesMartinsville.com
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AROUND 
THESOUTHFor real-time news on business, politics and economic development in the 

South, go to RandleReport.com. For all economic development projects 
announced in the South, go to SB-D.com. For more information on the 
automotive industry in the South, go to SouthernAutoCorridor.com. 

Tennessee Valley Authority will turn coal ash sites into  
solar farms
TVA is taking its first step in turning its coal ash landfills into solar 

energy farms, the utility announced in the fall quarter. TVA’s board 

approved a $216 million investment for a pilot project to build a 

100-megawatt, 309-acre solar farm on top of a coal ash landfill in Pa-

ducah, Ky. The new solar energy facility will be capable of powering 

about 600,000 homes. The TVA said in a November release that this is 

just one of multiple “intentional actions’’ the agency is taking towards 

decarbonization, including projects related to renewable energy, hy-

drogen, electric vehicles, energy storage and nuclear power.

The Tennessee Valley Authority is planning 
to build a utility-scale solar farm on top of a 



Louisiana:
Building the workforce 
of tomorrow

LED FastStart customizes employee recruitment 
and training and builds a sustained, talented 
workforce through innovative higher education 
partnerships - all at no cost to qualified 
companies. 

Learn more at OpportunityLouisiana.com

Pictured: LED FastStart leads complex 
training for cutting-edge manufacturing. 
Its higher ed partnerships sustain a skilled 
aerospace workforce.
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AROUND 
THESOUTH

Why a slowing or reduced population can devastate a  
nation’s economy
By Michael Randle

The world’s most populous country — China — is now dealing with what other 

countries have experienced over the last decade or so; a population decline of 

massive proportions. Just about every developed country is going through this 

reduction in people. 

China’s population was slammed dramatically after decades of the one-child 

policy to reduce population gains with a steady decline in births. We have been 

to China. No one we spoke to agreed with the one-child policy. That policy was 

loosened a few years back. 

It’s economy, however, is now suffering. In 2022, 9.56 million births were re-

corded in China; 10.4 million people died and that does not include those who 

retired from the workforce. . .estimates currently range from 40 million to 60 

million a year. 

The U.S. is in the same boat. Every day, on average, over 10,000 people retire in 

this country. Only about 700 turn working age each day, according to the federal 

government. That’s a loss of more than 9,000 from the workforce on any given 

day in the U.S. 

So, why is this important? It’s simple and we caught it and understood it in 2013. 

Demography is the greatest indicator of a growing or slowing economy. The 

Each era of immigration has been 
met with resistance, whether the 

Between 1892 and 1954, more 
than 12 million immigrants passed 

immigrants passed through the Port 
of New Orleans between 1820 and 

antebellum period, New Orleans 
drew more immigrants than the 
ports of Boston, Philadelphia or 
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More than 200 professionals in 8 locations in the Southeast means  
Nexsen Pruet has the regional attorneys with international strength  

to take your next challenge to the next level. 

nexsenpruet.com

1230 Main Street | Suite 700 | Columbia, SC 29201 | (T) 803.771.8900 

Tushar Chikhliker | SC Economic Development Team Leader

4141 Parklake Avenue | Suite 200 | Raleigh, NC 27612 | (T) 919.755.1800 

Ernie Pearson | NC Economic Development Team Leader

Puzzled over your next move  
in the Carolinas?

Our economic development
lawyers can help you piece 

everything together.

Put your business interests first  
with the forward-thinking attorneys  
of Nexsen Pruet.

more people in the workforce, the 

larger the labor shed, the larger 

the tax shed and without a grow-

ing population, nations’ econo-

mies have few answers on how to 

grow. 

Then again, it’s not a really bad 

thing if government officials 

recognize the population shifts. 

Most European countries have 

seen population declines for a 

long time. Yet, they adjusted their 

economies. The U.S. and China’s 

economies remain based on GDP 

growth. Not so much in Europe. 

You see, here is the rub. Both Chi-

na and the U.S. base their nation’s 

budgets on the previous genera-

tion when it comes to taxes, etc., 

for taking care of their parents, 

grandparents and themselves at 

old age. With a declining popula-

tion, how is that model going to 

work? It won’t. 

How do you solve the problem? 

That issue is also very simple. The 

U.S. as well as China — the two 

largest economies in the world — 

need to incorporate a legitimate 

immigration policy where those 

who come here or there are wel-

comed, vetted, and are immedi-

ately placed into the workforce 

because that is why, for the most 

part, they are moving in the first 

place. With birth rates at all-time 

lows in both countries, there are 

no other solutions. 

Look, you can blame whoever you 

want for the surge in migrants 

crossing the U.S. Southern border. 

Yet, you should put the blame on 

those who made them migrants 

or refugees in the first place in 

their home countries. Those folks 

just want a better life. With the 

proper vetting, we need them to 

add to our labor force. It’s not po-

litical. It’s just math. 
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Louisiana port expansion
In the winter quarter, Loui-

siana announced a new $1.8 

billion container facility on 

the Lower Mississippi Riv-

er. The facility is a partner-

ship among the Port of New 

Orleans, New Jersey-based 

Ports America (one of North 

America’s largest marine 

terminal operators), and 

Geneva, Switzerland-based 

Mediterranean Shipping 

Company. The new Louisi-

ana International Terminal 

(LIT) in St. Bernard Parish 

will be able to serve vessels 

of all sizes, dramatically in-

creasing Louisiana’s import 

and export capacity and 

stimulating the creation of 

more than 17,000 new jobs 

statewide by 2050. 

Union membership hit 
record low in 2022
Union membership in the 

United States fell last year 

to a new low even as major 

companies such as Amazon, 

Starbucks, Apple, Trader Joe’s 

and Chipotle saw significant 

labor union activity within 

their corporate spheres. The 

share of union membership 

in the workforce dropped 

to 10.1 percent in 2022, the 

STAYING 
POWER.

MADE IN THE 
SOUTH.

PERFECTED IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA.

Our story is best told through the success of our members. Since 1988, South Carolina 

Power Team has been championing great stories through industry recruitment and by 

providing highly reliable, affordable power through South Carolina’s twenty electric 

cooperatives. As an essential Economic Development partner, we continue to commit 

resources and incentives to help businesses thrive in South Carolina, and we play a key 

role in the creation of job and career opportunities for those we serve.

Powered by South Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives.

Founded in 1983, Prestage Farm is 

a family-owned, family- led producer 

of quality and poultry products. With 

facilities in seven states and more 

than 2,700 employees, Prestage 

Farms has operated in South Carolina 

since 1994.   

                     Served By:
Clarendon, Kershaw, Lee and 

Sumter Counties.

Founded in 1917, Oshkosh 

Defense is a tactical manufacturer 

that specializes in designing and 

manufacturing a diverse portfolio 

of heavy, medium, light and 

highly protective vehicles and 

technologies for clients around 

the globe. Located at the Flatwood 

Industrial Park in Spartanburg.  

Served By:
Broad River Electric Cooperative servic-
ing Cherokee, Spartanburg, Union and 

Newberry Counties.

Located at Mount Holly Commerce 

Park in Moncks Corner, Google’s 

investment will expand the 

company’s data center and overall 

footprint in Berkeley County. 

Google established operations in 

South Carolina in 2007, and this 

expansion brings the company’s 

total investment in the state to 

$2.9 billion.   

                   Served By:
Berkeley Electric Cooperative in Berkeley, 

Charleston and Dorchester Counties.
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FROM TARMAC
TO TEST TRACK

lowest on record, as compa-

nies continue to flood the 

South — for the most part 

a non-union region — from 

high-union regions such 

as the Northeast and Mid-

west. The labor movement 

last year could not keep up 

as the booming job market 

added 5.3 million jobs, and 

nonunion jobs grew at a 

much faster clip than union  

positions.

Florida is the fastest 

Last year, Florida was the 

fastest growing state in the 

U.S., according to the U.S. 

Census Bureau. It was the 

first time Florida outgrew all 

U.S. states since 1957. The 

nation’s third largest state 

netted over 400,000 new res-

idents from July 2021 to July 

2022. With the bounce, Flor-

ida’s population is estimated 

to be 22.24 million. 

Texas gains more new 
residents than another 
state
Texas gained more new res-

idents than any other state 

in the country from summer 

2021 to summer 2022, ac-

cording to the U.S. Census 

Bureau. During that time, 

Texas captured 477,708 new 

residents, the largest gain of 

any other state in the nation. 

The population of Texas now 

sits at 30,029,572 people. 

In terms of a percentage in-

crease, Texas ranked fourth 

over the 12-month period 

gaining 1.6 percent. It trailed 

Florida, Idaho and South 

Carolina in population gains 

by percentage. 

Gov. Andy Beshear an-

nounced in January that eco-

nomic development growth 

in Kentucky concluded its 

best two-year period for an-

nounced private-sector in-

vestment and job creation 

in state history. In 2022, 248 

private-sector, new-location 

and expansion projects com-

mitted to invest nearly $10.5 

billion and create 16,000 

full-time jobs. Those figures 

position 2022 as Kentucky’s 

second highest year for new 

investment behind 2021’s re-

cord year. Wages continue to 

rise in the Commonwealth 

as well, as Kentucky’s average 

incentivized hourly wage for 

projects statewide in 2022 

was $26.78 before benefits, 

an 11.5 percent increase over 

the 2021 mark of $24, and 

the second highest over an 

eight-year period. 

sustainability
Austin-Round Rock-George-

town has been named No. 1 in 

sustainability by Site Selection 

magazine. Four other Texas 

cities made the Top 10 for the 

South Central Region, and 

three more ranked in the Top 

10 nationwide. Dallas-Fort 

Worth-Arlington ranked No. 

2, and Houston-The Wood-

lands-Sugar Land is No. 3; 

San Antonio-New Braunfels 

is No. 5; and Waco is No. 8.

Energy startup proposes 

Clean Hydrogen Works, a 

project development com-

pany established in 2021 
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that is focused on energy 

decarbonization solutions, 

announced it is exploring 

a plan to build a large-scale 

hydrogen-ammonia export 

and production facility in 

Ascension Parish. Doing 

business as Ascension Clean 

Energy (ACE), in partner-

ship with Denbury Carbon 

Solutions and Hafnia, the 

company estimates the pro-

posed $7.5 billion project 

would create 350 new direct 

jobs with an estimated aver-

age annual salary of $73,412 

by 2030. If the project moves 

forward as outlined, Louisi-

ana Economic Development 

AROUND 
THESOUTH

SCSPA.COM/TOOLKIT

®

THE WORLD CONNECTS HERE

Proactively 
investing in 
infrastructure 
for your 
supply chain

estimates 1,122 new indirect 

jobs would result, for 1,472 

total potential new jobs in 

the Capital Region.

zones for offshore wind 
farms
The federal government 

has selected the first two 

areas for offshore wind de-

velopment in the Gulf of 

Mexico. The U.S. Bureau of 

Ocean Energy Management 

set boundaries for the two 

zones — a 174,000-acre area 

south of Lake Charles and a 

508,000-acre area near Gal-

veston, Texas.

affordable housing 

Huntsville has been named 

one of the top 10 markets to 

watch in the coming year by 

the National Association of 

Realtors (NAR). Of all the 

top 10 real estate markets 

cited, Huntsville is the most 

affordable according to the 

NAR. 

UNCC economist: No 
recession in 2022, nor 
one expected in 2023
University of North Carolina 

at Charlotte economist John 

Connaughton spoke at the 

North Carolina Economic 

Forecast and said the coun-

try did not slide into reces-

sion in 2022 and he expects 

the same in 2023. Overall, 

said Connaughton, the econ-

omy likely grew by about 3.4 

percent in 2022.

industrial sites
Gov. Glenn Youngkin is al-

locating $350 million for in-

dustrial site development in 

the Commonwealth. Called 

Virginia Business Ready Sites, 

the new allocation would 

bring the state’s total recent 

investments for site develop-

ment to $500 million.



1 Cooperative Way  •  Little Rock, AR 72209  •  (501) 570-2200  •  www.aecc.com

The Dedication to Serve
The Power to Deliver

The Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas 

provide reliable, affordable power to 

the state we call home. Our 17 electric 

distribution cooperatives’ service 

areas cover more than 60 percent of 

Arkansas with the power to serve

more than half a million homes, farms 

and businesses.

http://www.aecc.com
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expecting hundreds of 
Florida launches in the 
coming years
If Space Force projections 

pan out, last year’s record 57 

Florida launches are just the 

start of what could become a 

science fiction-like cadence 

of “multiple hundreds” of 

missions flying from Space 

Coast pads. Speaking to a 

packed National Space Club 

Florida Committee luncheon 

in Cape Canaveral, Space 

Force Maj. Gen. Stephen 

Purdy said Florida can expect 

a roughly 60 percent surge in 

the number of missions tak-

ing flight from the Eastern 

Range, which encompasses 

Cape Canaveral Space Force 

Station and NASA’s Kennedy 

Space Center. Purdy, recently 

promoted to major gener-

al, is commander of Space 

Launch Delta 45 and serves 

in three other space-related 

leadership roles. 

Louisiana sets new lows 
for unemployment rate
The state of Louisiana’s un-

employment rate dropped 

to 3.1 percent in the month 

of October. The figure is the 

lowest unemployment rate 

in state history. 

Renters coming to the 

and Biloxi
According to Rent.com and 

its analysis of rental data, two 

Southern markets are at the 

top of the most sought-after 

destinations. The Huntsville- 

Decatur (Florence) metro 

area was the second most 

searched for destination in 

the country by renters, and 

Biloxi, Miss., was No. 1. 

Alabama metro among 

manufacturing jobs
Decatur, Ala., located on 

the Tennessee River, has al-

ways been a haven for top-

line manufacturers, such as 

United Launch Alliance and 

3M. According to the web-

site SmartAsset, Decatur 

is the second best place to 

work in manufacturing in 

the U.S., behind only Ames, 

Iowa. 

White House cites 
Tennessee for billions in 
private investments
President Joe Biden’s chief 

economic advisor met with 

Nashville community lead-

ers in January to tout federal 

investments in electric-vehi-

cle and battery manufactur-

ing and technology. Cecilia 

Rouse, chair of the Council 

of Economic Advisers, said 

the combined impact of 

Biden economic initiatives 

since 2021 spurred $15 bil-

lion in private investment 

across Tennessee. “Tennes-

see’s a great example of the 

president’s economic plan in 

action — attract private in-

vestment and create region-

al industrial hubs, including 

in Tennessee, for high-wage, 

high growth industries of 

the future,” Rouse said. “In 

2021, Tennessee’s overall 

economy grew 9 percent 

in real terms — the fastest 

rate in four decades. In the 

first three quarters of 2022, 

Tennessee’s GDP grew more 

space shuttles in 2011, 
the space program didn’t 

shut down, but rather 

AROUND 
THESOUTH



WINTER 2023    SB&D    21  

YOU CAN 
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At Butler Snow, our attorneys have the specialized 
knowledge and depth of experience to predict trends 
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than 2 percentage points faster 

than that of the U.S. economy as 

a whole.”

New movie studio in 

chance to change that city’s 
economy
If long-time Hollywood in-

sider Robert Schnitzer has his 

way, Jackson could soon be a 

hub for international movie 

making. Schnitzer, along with 

local landowner and inves-

tor Charlotte Reeves, wants 

to create Mill Street Studios, 

a motion picture and media 

production facility, providing 

two 6,000-square-foot studios, 

two jumbo 17,000-square-foot 

sound stages, a 20-acre movie 

ranch, production offices and 

related support services.

What’s behind the growing 
number of manufacturing 
jobs?
In the years since the COVID-19 

recession of early 2020, manu-

facturing jobs in the U.S. have 

recovered quicker than ever 

seen in modern history. Peak-

ing in 1979, U.S. manufactur-

ing reached something of a 

precipice in the 1980s. The U.S. 

remained a goods-producing 

country. While output was rel-

atively steady, fewer Americans 

were employed to mine met-

als, assemble automobiles, and 

piece together military technol-

ogy for the defense sector by the 

decade’s end. But from the mid-

20th century through 2000, 

America was shedding jobs in 

manufacturing and gaining jobs 

in its service sector — now a 

hallmark sector of the country’s 

economy next to its highly ad-

vanced tech sector. 
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For real-time news on business, politics and economic development 
in the South, go to RandleReport.com. For all economic development 
projects announced in the South, go to SB-D.com. For information on 
automotive in the South, go to SouthernAutoCorridor.com. 

ALABAMA  

United Launch Alliance 
expands rocket facility in 
North Alabama
ULA announced in De-

cember it is spending $300 

million to expand its rock-

et manufacturing facility in 

Decatur, Ala., the world’s 

largest rocket plant. The 

expansion will allow ULA 

to nearly double its launch 

rate.

New Alabama solar 
facility to generate 700 
jobs
First Solar Inc. plans to in-

vest $1.1 billion to establish 

a photo-voltaic (PV) solar 

module manufacturing fa-

cility in Lawrence County, 

Ala., creating over 700 jobs 

in North Alabama, accord-

ing to an announcement by 

Governor Kay Ivey. The new 

factory is part of the compa-

ny’s previously announced 

investment in scaling its 

American manufacturing 

footprint to over 10 giga-

watts by 2025.

Diageo announces 
big investment deal in 
Montgomery
Diageo Americas Supply, a 

manufacturer and distrib-

utor of alcohol spirits, an-

nounced in the fall it plans 

to build a $415 million plant 

in Montgomery. The proj-

ect should generate 75 new 

jobs. 

Great Southern Wood to 
expand in Alabama
Great Southern Wood plans 

a $14 million expansion 

project at a treatment facility 

in Mobile County. The proj-

ect will improve shipping at 

the Port of Mobile. Fourteen 

jobs will be created. 

ARKANSAS

Another major 
manufacturer chooses 
rural Arkansas county for 
large project
Highbar LLC announced in 

the fall it will build a rebar 

mill on a 600-acre site that 

includes space for an ex-

panded Mississippi River 

port facility, a railroad spur 

and a planned solar farm. 

Groundbreaking is sched-

uled in the first half of 2023 

once permits are obtained. 

The deal will create 200 jobs 

in Mississippi County, Ark. 

Ammunition maker 
expands in Little Rock
Ammunition maker Fiocchi 

of America announced in the 

fall quarter it is expanding its 

manufacturing operations in 

Little Rock. The $41 million 

facility at the Little Rock Port 

will add 120 jobs. 

Rheem adds 100 jobs at 
large Fort Smith facility 
Rheem is investing $20 mil-

lion at its facility that houses 

900 workers in Fort Smith. 

The project will create 100 

jobs. 

Specialty packager to 
open plant in Arkansas 
Delta
Specialty packaging firm 

Bartlo Packaging of Passaic, 

N.J., announced it is relocat-

ing its headquarters to Hele-

na, Ark. The project, which 

will give the company easier 

access to the agribusiness 

market, will create 70 jobs. 

FLORIDA

Shipbuilder in Panama 
City hiring 300
Eastern Shipbuilding is 

gearing up hiring at its lo-

Beyond Gravity to double 
Alabama production 

capacity
Switzerland-based Beyond 
Gravity, a manufacturer of 

structures for launch vehicles, 
is adding a new production 

facility in Decatur to provide 
additional payload fairings for 

the United Launch Alliance’s 
next-generation Alabama-

built Vulcan rockets. Beyond 
Gravity said it is working 

with ULA to build the new 
production facility, which will 

add 200 workers at the site 
in Morgan County. The new 

hiring will essentially double 
the company’s headcount 

in Alabama. Beyond Gravity 
(formerly known as RUAG 
Space) said the expansion 

project follows its selection 
by ULA to supply 38 payload 

fairings for Vulcan rockets 
launching satellites as part of 

Amazon’s Project Kuiper. 



ington, Ga., for a new man-

ufacturing facility that will 

supply advanced materials 

to the U.S. semiconductor 

industry. The investment 

will create more than 400 

high-skilled jobs in Geor-

gia and help strengthen the 

U.S. semiconductor supply 

chain by manufacturing a 

new material that supports 

next-generation computing 

systems. 

Cold chain logistics 
provider NewCold to 
be Henry County, Ga.’s 
single-largest investment
NewCold, a global leader in 

automated storage and cold 

chain logistics, will build 

and operate an advanced, 

large-scale distribution fa-

cility in Georgia. The proj-

ect will create 170 new jobs 

focused on bringing oppor-

tunity to all Georgians, no 

matter their zip code.”

KISS USA to create 
395 jobs in Southeast 
Georgia
In December, Gov. Brian P. 

Kemp announced that KISS 

USA, a global beauty com-

pany, will create more than 

395 new jobs and invest 

$121 million in a facility in 

Bryan County. The company 

offers a wide variety of beau-

ty supplies to more than 100 

countries, including nail, 

hair and cosmetic products 

designed for at-home use.

Norma Precision to hire 
600 in Georgia
Beretta Holding S.A., 

through its subsidiary Nor-

ma Precision Inc., will ex-

Dassault Falcon Jet to build major maintenance 
facility in Melbourne, Fla.
Dassault Falcon Jet announced it will build a new 
maintenance facility at Melbourne Orlando International 
Airport as part of the company’s global expansion of its 
maintenance, repair and overhaul network. Intended to serve 
customers across North and South America and beyond, the 
175,000-square-foot complex will accommodate all current 
Falcon models (including the new, ultra-long range Falcon 
10X, the largest purpose-built business jet), and will be 

on up to 18 Falcon models simultaneously. Additionally, 
the site will be home to a 54,000-square-foot paint shop. 
Construction in Melbourne is expected to begin in the 
second quarter of 2023 and opening is set for late 2024. 
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Electric vertical aircraft 
maker to create 1,000 

jobs in Georgia
Archer Aviation, an 

aerospace company 
advancing sustainable urban 
air mobility, will create 1,000 
jobs and invest $118 million 
over 10 years in a new state-

of-the-art electric vertical 
takeoff and landing aircraft 

(eVTOL) manufacturing 
facility located alongside the 
Covington Municipal Airport 

in Newton County, Ga.

and deliver more than $333 

million in investment — the 

single-largest investment by 

a business in Henry County 

to date.

Grupo Bimbo to build 
new facility in Lowndes 
County, Ga.
Grupo Bimbo, a leading 

global baking company, will 

invest over $200 million to 

build a second production 

facility in Valdosta, creating 

295 new jobs in Lowndes 

County. “Time and again, 

companies are recognizing 

the strengths of communi-

ties across Georgia and in-

vesting in all corners of the 

state,” said Governor Brian 

Kemp. “Last year we cele-

brated over 60 percent of 

jobs created outside of met-

ro Atlanta, and we’re staying 

cation in Panama City. The 

company will hire 226 craft 

positions, with the rest cor-

porate positions. 

GEORGIA

Window maker with big 
Georgia deal
Renewal by Andersen, the 

full-service window replace-

ment division of Andersen 

Corporation, will create 900 

new jobs and invest more 

than $420 million in a new 

manufacturing facility in 

Henry County, Ga. 

Absolics breaks ground 
on planned $600 million 
manufacturing site in 
Georgia
Absolics, Inc., a subsidi-

ary of SKC Co. Ltd., broke 

ground on a planned $600 

million investment in Cov-
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pand its footprint in Georgia 

and build a new manufac-

turing, assembly and dis-

tribution facility in Bryan 

County. The $60 million 

project will create 600 new 

jobs for which the company 

is currently hiring.

German robotics 
company to locate 
headquarters and 
manufacturing plant in 
Cherokee County
Becker Robotic Equipment, 

a global cable and robotic 

machinery manufacturer 

specializing in individual-

ized robotic equipment, will 

build a new manufacturing 

facility to house its North 

American headquarters in 

Canton, Ga. The new facility 

will deliver more than $30 

million in investment and 

create 137 new jobs in Cher-

okee County. 

King’s Hawaiian to 
expand Hall County 
bakery operations, invest 
$85 million
Hawaii-inspired food com-

pany King’s Hawaiian will 

invest more than $85 mil-

age facilities will be located 

in Laurel County. 

Aircraft maintenance 
company breaks ground 
on hangars in Northern 
Kentucky
FEAM AERO broke ground 

on the company’s new three-

bay hangar at the Cincinnati/

Northern Kentucky Interna-

tional Airport (CVG). The 

$40 million investment will 

create 250 full-time jobs to 

maintain Boeing 767 aircraft. 

UPS to invest $330 
million to expand in 
Kentucky
UPS Supply Chain Solutions 

is building two new proj-

ects in Jefferson and Bullitt 

counties. The projects will 

create 435 jobs and repre-

sent a $334 million invest-

ment. UPS employs more 

than 25,000 employees 

working in air, ground and 

supply chain operations in 

the Louisville MSA. 

investing nearly  
$60 million in Kentucky
Thermo Fisher Scientific, a 

clinical research firm, an-

nounced it is creating 200 

jobs at its facility in Camp-

bell County. New jobs cre-

ated through the project 

will include Ph.D.-level sci-

entists, analytical laborato-

ry staff and other scientific 

professionals.

LOUISIANA

Louisiana engineering 

graduates
Metairie, La.-based engi-

neering firm Bernhard an-

nounced it will hire 360 Tu-

lane University grads over 

the next three decades. The 

program is a partnership be-

tween Bernhard and the Tu-

lane Energy Institute — part 

of Tulane’s A.B. Freeman 

School of Business

Natural gas mining 
returns to Northwest 
Louisiana
As a result of higher natural 

gas prices and demand, drill-

ers are returning in signifi-

cant numbers to rural areas 

of Northwest Louisiana for 

the first time in a decade. 
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lion in expanding its Oak-

wood facility, creating more 

than 160 new jobs. 

Cement company 
creating jobs in central 
Georgia
Nichiha USA, a fiber cement 

company, is investing $150 

million into its Macon facil-

ity. The deal is expected to 

create 100 new jobs. 

KENTUCKY

Nucor opens steel plate 
factory in Kentucky
The Charlotte-based Nucor 

rolled out its first steel plate 

in late December at its new 

plant in Brandenburg, Ky. 

The first product from the 

factory has been shipped to 

customers. The plant houses 

400 workers. 

Louisville-based Sazerac 
to invest $600 million in 
Kentucky
Kentucky Governor Andy 

Beshear announced that 

Sazerac, one of the largest 

spirits distillers in the world, 

will invest $600 million to 

build about 20 new barrel 

warehouses. The barrel stor-

AppHarvest opens world’s largest indoor farm  
in Kentucky
AppHarvest, a sustainable food company, recently opened 
the world’s largest high-tech indoor farm in Somerset, Ky. 
The new facility will grow cucumbers and strawberries. 



The war in Ukraine has sent 

Germany and other coun-

tries scrambling for gas due 

to Russian supply cuts, and 

demand is also rising in Asia, 

which has pushed natural gas 

prices to some of the highest 

levels since 2008.

John Deere expands 
Louisiana plant
Deere & Company, the glob-

al corporation that man-

ufactures the iconic John 

Deere brand of agricultural, 

construction and forest-

ry equipment, is investing 

$29.8 million to expand op-

erations at its Thibodaux fa-

cility. The deal will include a 

$30 million investment and 

will generate 70 new jobs.

Oil and gas company 
investing in Louisiana
Schlumberger announced 

plans in the fall to consol-

idate divisions at a newly 

renovated hub in Lafayette, 

which is expected to bring 

44 new direct jobs to the 

Acadiana region. The oil-

field services company will 

also retain about 1,400 jobs 

in the region. 
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Steel Dynamics announces largest economic 
development deal in Mississippi history

Dynamics’ $2.5 billion expansion in Mississippi. The project 
will create 1,000 new jobs. 

Microsoft to invest $1 billion in 
technology facilities in  
Catawba County, N.C.
Leaders of Catawba County, N.C., the cities of 
Conover and Hickory, the town of Maiden, and 
the Catawba County Economic Development 
Corporation announced in the fall quarter 
that Microsoft plans to invest a minimum of 
$1 billion in the phased development of four 
data centers in Catawba County over the next 
10 years. The data centers will be located in 
Conover, Hickory and Maiden and will create 
at least 50 new jobs. Catawba EDC: “We are 
proud to work with Catawba County, the EDC, 
and local cities to bring exciting development 
projects to the area,” said Paul Englis, 
Microsoft Director of Community Engagement. 
“Today’s announcement is just the start of our 
mutual partnership and Microsoft’s long-term 
commitment to the local community.” 

workers in New Orleans
Excella, a software firm 

founded in New Orleans 

20 years ago, has launched 

a new hub in the Crescent 

City. The Northern Virgin-

ia-based company will cre-

ate 150 jobs. 

MISSISSIPPI

Packaging manufacturer 
expanding in Mississippi
Menasha Packaging, a re-

tail-focused packaging de-

sign, manufacturing and 

merchandising solutions 

provider, is expanding op-

erations in Pelahatchie. 

The project is a $79 mil-

lion corporate investment 

and will create 21 jobs. Me-

nasha’s products include 

high-graphic displays, boxes 

and other shipping contain-

ers used primarily by con-

sumer product companies.

NORTH CAROLINA

Food processing 
company creates 440 
jobs in North Carolina
SO-PAK-CO Inc., a food pro-



New $62 million deal in South Carolina
Visual Comfort & Co., a maker of signature designer 

lighting, architectural lighting and ceiling fans, 
announced plans to establish distribution operations 

in Spartanburg County. The project will result in a 
$62 million investment and create 125 new jobs over 
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cessor and packager, will cre-

ate 440 new jobs in Scotland 

County, N.C. The company 

will invest $85 million to 

build a state-of-the-art pro-

cessing and packaging facility 

in the City of Laurinburg.

Mining giant Albemarle 
to locate major R&D 
center in Charlotte
Charlotte-based Albemarle 

is investing $180 million in 

a new research and devel-

opment facility in Charlotte. 

The company says it will tri-

ple the number of its Ph.D. 

professionals because of the 

increased investment. The 

electric vehicle lithium proj-

ect will create 200 jobs. 

OKLAHOMA

New, foreign-based 
aerospace company to 
build at Oklahoma Air & 
Space Port
Mexico-based Premium 

Aerospace Center plans to 

hire as many as 600 employ-

ees by 2026 at the Oklahoma 

Air & Space Port complex in 

Burns Flat, Okla., about 100 

miles from Oklahoma City. 

The company will build new 

hangers for aircraft painting 

and interior remodeling. 

SOUTH CAROLINA

Boise Cascade 
expanding footprint with 
new Colleton County 
operations
Boise Cascade, a leading 

manufacturer and distrib-

utor for building materials, 

announced plans to expand 

Chevron Phillips and QatarEntergy announce  
$8.5 billion investment in Texas

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company and QatarEnergy 
announced they are proceeding with the construction 

of an $8.5 billion integrated polymers facility in Orange, 
Texas, expected to create more than 500 full-time jobs and 

about 4,500 construction jobs. The project will generate 
an estimated $50 billion for the community in residual 

economic impacts.

its South Carolina opera-

tions with a new facility in 

Colleton County. The com-

pany’s $9 million investment 

will create 30 new jobs. 

Solar energy company to 
invest nearly $90 million 
in South Carolina
Ecoplexus, a leading global 

solar energy company, an-

nounced plans to establish a 

new solar farm operation in 

Newberry County. The com-

pany is investing $89 million 

into the project. Ecoplexus 

is an international renew-

able energy company that 

develops, owns and operates 

utility-scale solar projects 

for commercial, govern-

ment and utility markets. 

The company’s services also 

include the design, engi-

neering, construction and fi-

nancing of renewable energy 

systems. 

TENNESSEE

Metals maker expanding 
in Tennessee
Summertown Metals an-

nounced it will invest $11 

million to expand its man-

ufacturing and distribution 

operations in Lewis County. 

With existing operations in 

Summertown, the company 

will expand by constructing 

a new facility in the Lew-

is County Industrial Park, 

which will house its head-

quarters and additional 

manufacturing and distribu-

tion operations. As a result, 

the company will create 197 

new jobs in Hohenwald.  
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flooring, countertop, wall 

tile and hardscaping prod-

ucts supplier, will invest 

$61.6 million to establish 

its East Coast distribution 

facility in Suffolk. The deal 

will create 80 jobs. 

Metal manufacturer 
expanding in rural 
Virginia
Virginia MetalFab, a provid-

er of metal manufacturing 

and fabrication services, 

will invest $9 million to ex-

pand to a larger facility in 

Appomattox. The $9 million 

project is expected to create 

130 jobs.

BWX Technologies 
begins fuel production in 
Virginia
TRISO fuel produced at 

BWX Technologies Inc.’s 

Lynchburg facility in Vir-

ginia will power the Project 

Pele micro reactor — the 

first micro reactor to be built 

and operated in the USA. 

STIHL plans to invest $49 million to expand its 
chain saw guide bar manufacturing facility in 
Virginia Beach
The City of Virginia Beach announced that STIHL 
plans to invest $49 million to expand its chain saw 
guide bar manufacturing facility in Virginia Beach. The 
expansion will add 26,000 square feet of space to an 

existing building, totaling 86,000 square feet upon 
completion. The project is also expected to 

create 15 new jobs with an average annual 
wage of $60,000 to $100,000.

Hair treatment 
manufacturer to create 
job near Nashville
Brazilian Professionals an-

nounced the company will 

invest $6.1 million to es-

tablish new operations in 

Mt. Pleasant, Tenn.  Brazil-

ian Professionals, a Cali-

fornia-based specialty hair 

treatment producer and 

distributor, will create 110 

new jobs in Maury County, 

more than doubling its U.S. 

employment. 

TEXAS

Finisar considers  
$3 billion semiconductor 
expansion in Sherman, 
Texas
Finisar, a company that 

makes lasers for facial rec-

ognition technology in Ap-

ple’s iPhone, is considering 

Sherman for a new $3 bil-

lion semiconductor plant. 

The new plant, an expansion 

to its current 76-acre site, 

would produce wafers for 

semiconductor chips and 

create 700 jobs.

FUJIFILM Diosynth 
expands manufacturing 
operations in College 
Station
FUJIFILM Diosynth Bio-

technologies, a world lead-

ing contract development 

and manufacturing orga-

nization for biologics, vac-

cines and advanced thera-

pies, broke ground on a new 

facility in College Station in 

the fall quarter. The expan-

sion will add a new CGMP 

(Current Good Manufactur-

ing Practice) production fa-

cility that will add 150 jobs. 

The expansion will double 

production of advanced 

therapy and vaccine manu-

facturing at the plant. 

TexAmericas Center 
awarded
Located on the Texas side of 

the Texarkana metropolitan 

area, TexAmericas Center 

owns and operates one of 

the largest mixed-use in-

dustrial parks in the United 

States. With roughly 12,000 

development-ready acres 

of land and approximately 

3.5 million square feet of 

commercial and industrial 

product,  the manufacturing 

center was recently awarded 

the Distinguished Budget 

Presentation Award by the 

Government Finance Offi-

cers Association. This is the 

second consecutive year the 

organization has been rec-

ognized.

VIRGINIA

Company to generate 
745 jobs in Caroline 
County, Va. 
World Class Distribution, a 

food and beverage distrib-

utor, is locating a facility in 

Caroline County. The deal 

will create 745 jobs. 

Distribution facility slated 
for Suffolk, Va.
M S International Inc. 

(MSI), a California-based 
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Automakers 
optimistic 
for 2023 
rebound

After the worst year of vehicle sales in 
more than a decade, automakers in the 
Southern Automotive Corridor are opti-
mistic that 2023 will be a rebound year. 
Industry experts believe vehicle sales in 
the U.S. were near 14 million in 2022, an 
8 to 9 percent drop from 2021. Parts and 
supply chain issues affected many auto-
makers in 2022. 
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Mazda not yet at “full 

employment” at Alabama 

plant

Back in the year 2018, Maz-

da and Toyota announced a 

joint-venture plant in Lime-

stone County, Ala. The plant 

currently houses 3,700 em-

ployees, but the two Japanese 

automakers are having a 

tough time reaching the goal 

of 4,000 workers as a result 

of thin labor pools and re-

tention issues. Mazda makes 

its CX-50 crossover model at 

the plant and Toyota its Co-

rolla Cross model. 

Hyundai Mobis plans EV 

battery module plant in 

Montgomery

In the fall quarter, Gov. Kay 

Ivey joined executives of 

Hyundai Mobis, one of the 

world’s largest auto suppliers, 

to announce the company’s 

plans to invest $205 million 

to open an EV battery mod-

ule plant in Montgomery 

that will eventually employ 

at least 400 people. Once it 

reaches full production, the 

450,000-square-foot facility 

will be able to supply over 

200,000 EV batteries annu-

ally to the Hyundai Motor 

Manufacturing Alabama 

(HMMA) factory in Mont-

gomery and the Kia Georgia 

plant in West Point, Ga. 

G EO RG I A

Hyundai and SK On 

announce $4 billion EV 

battery deal in Georgia

Gov. Brian P. Kemp an-

nounced in December that 

Hyundai Motor Group 

(HMG) and SK On have 

selected a site in Bartow 

County, Ga., for a new elec-

tric vehicle (EV) battery 

manufacturing facility that 

will supply Hyundai Motor 

Group’s plants in the U.S. 

One of the largest economic 

development projects in state 

history, stakeholders esti-

mate it will create more than 

3,500 new jobs through ap-

proximately $4 billion to $5 

billion of investment in Bar-

tow County. Hyundai Motor 

Group and SK On recently 

signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) re-

garding the partnership for 

a new EV battery facility in 

the U.S., with the details of 

the partnership still in devel-

opment.

New supplier to Hyundai’s 

massive Georgia EV plant

Hyundai Mobis, one of the 

world’s largest automotive 

suppliers, plans to invest 

$926 million in a new fa-

cility in Bryan County, Ga. 

The plant will help supply 

electric vehicle production 

at Hyundai’s new multi-bil-

lion-dollar, multi-thousand-

job complex in Southeast 

Georgia. The deal will create 

1,500 jobs. 

Another EV battery maker 

announces billion-dollar-plus 

investment

FREYR Battery, a develop-

er of clean, next-generation 

battery cell production ca-

pacity, will invest $2.57 bil-

lion into Georgia’s sustain-

able technology ecosystem 

and create 723 new jobs 

over the next seven years at 

a manufacturing facility in 

Coweta County.

First Georgia Hyundai 

supplier to build new facility 

in Georgia

Joon Georgia Inc., an auto-

motive parts manufactur-

er, will create 630 new jobs 

and invest $317 million in 

Bulloch County. Plans for 

the company’s new manu-

facturing facility mark the 

first confirmed supplier 

for Hyundai Motor Group 

Metaplant America in Bryan 

County.

Hyundai execs and Gov. 

Kemp break ground on 

Georgia megasite

Governor Brian P. Kemp, 

along with Hyundai Motor 

Group (HMG) Executive 

Chair Euisun Chung and 

company officials, officially 

broke ground on Hyund-

ai Motor Group Metaplant 

America’s (HMGMA) new 

manufacturing plant at the 

Bryan County Megasite, The 

$5.54 billion investment for 

this facility by the compa-

ny and its affiliate suppliers 

was announced in May of 

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey joined 
executives of Hyundai Mobis, one 
of the world’s largest auto suppliers, 
to announce the company’s plans 
to invest $205 million to open 
an EV battery module plant in 
Montgomery.

Hyundai’s José Muñoz speaks at the Hyundai/SK On 
announcement in Georgia. 
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Vietnamese electric vehicle 

manufacturer goes public 

because of new North 

Carolina assembly plant

VinFast, which is building a 

$2 billion electric vehicle and 

battery plant in North Caro-

lina, has filed a registration 

statement with the U.S. Se-

curities and Exchange Com-

mission, the first formal step 

toward a public offering this 

year. The company became 

Vietnam’s first automaker in 

2019. 

O K L A H O M A

Electric vehicle manufacturer 

to open facility in OKC

Following a long line of elec-

tric vehicle and battery an-

nouncements in the South-

ern Automotive Corridor 

(go to SouthernAutoCorri-

dor.com), Canoo announced 

in the fall it will locate an 

assembly facility in Oklaho-

ma City. The project is ex-

pected to generate 500 jobs 

and 20,000 units by the end 

of 2023. 

SOUTH C A RO L I N A

Huge deal in the South 

Carolina Low Country

Redwood Materials is locat-

ing its next Battery Materials 

Campus in the heart of the 

“Battery Belt,” just outside of 

Charleston, S.C. The facility 

will be built at Camp Hall in 

Berkeley County. Redwood 

will recycle, refine and man-

ufacture anode and cathode 

components on more than 

600 acres, creating more 

than 1,500 jobs and invest-

ing $3.5 billion in the local 

community. The company 

combines recycling, refin-

ing and re-manufacturing to 

produce and return battery 

materials to U.S. battery cell 

manufacturers used in elec-

tric vehicles. 

T E N N E SSE E

Ultium Cells to expand 

Tennessee facility

Ultium Cells, a joint venture 

of LG Energy Solution and 

General Motors, will expand 

its Spring Hill, Tenn., battery 

cell manufacturing opera-

tions. The project represents 

a $275 million investment by 

Ultium Cells, which is in ad-

dition to the $2.3 billion in-

vestment announced in April 

2021, and is expected to cre-

ate 400 additional jobs. Once 

the facility is fully operation-

al, Ultium Cells is expected 

to employ a workforce of 

1,700 in Maury County.

Ultium Cells will increase 

battery cell production by 

more than 40 percent, from 

35 gigawatt hours to 50 giga-

watt hours. The Tennessee 

facility will supply battery 

cells to General Motors’ 

Spring Hill assembly plant 

for production of the Ca-

dillac LYRIQ, the first elec-

tric vehicle produced at the 

plant, and other GM Ultium 

Platform-based electric ve-

hicles. Production at the 

2.8-million-square-foot fa-

cility will begin in late 2023.

Single largest foreign direct 

investment in Tennessee 

history announced

LG Chem announced in De-

cember a $3.2 billion cath-

ode manufacturing facility in 

Clarksville, Tenn. It is part of 

the massive electric vehicle 

supply chain that is remak-

ing much of the American 

South’s economy. 

TE X A S

Tesla’s Austin factory delivers 

first electric semi-truck

In the winter quarter, Aus-

tin-based Tesla delivered its 

first electric semi-truck to its 

first customer, PepsiCo. The 

delivery is the first since Tes-

la CEO Elon Musk said his 

company would start mak-

ing the trucks. 

SOUTHERNAUTO CORRIDOR COM

At the Glendale Megasite on Interstate 65 in Kentucky, 
Ford and its South Korean partner, SK, are building a pair 

of manufacturing plants that will produce batteries.

last year and includes plans 

to produce a diverse range 

of innovative, fully electric 

vehicles (EV) and a new bat-

tery manufacturing facility. 

HMGMA will create more 

than 8,100 jobs over the next 

few years as the company 

establishes a stable supply 

chain for EV battery and as-

sociated components in the 

U.S. market.

K E NTUCK Y

Kentucky’s largest-ever 

economic development 

project going up

At the Glendale Megasite on 

Interstate 65 in Kentucky, 

Ford and its South Korean 

partner, SK, are building a 

pair of manufacturing plants 

that will produce batteries for 

Ford and Lincoln electric ve-

hicles. Construction has been 

going on for quite a while 

now on the multi-billion-dol-

lar project, yet, the official 

groundbreaking took place 

in December. The 2.3-square-

mile campus will eventually 

employ 5,000 workers. 

Ultium Cells, a joint venture of LG Energy Solution and 
General Motors, will expand its Spring Hill, Tenn., battery 
cell manufacturing operations
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1: Mark Heath, CEO, Martinsville-Henry 
County, Va. 2: John Bradley of TVA 
discusses with the group. 3: Matt Kisber, 
CEO, Silicon Ranch.  
4: Rocky Springer of Southern Industrial 
Constructors. 5: John Bradley and 
Heidi Smith of TVA; Mike Eidson, H+M, 
Nashville, Tenn.; Henry Florsheim of 
Cedar Hill, Texas. 6: Michael Randle; 
Jim Newsome, outgoing CEO, South 
Carolina Ports; Shelly Jo “The Elf” 
Jacobs, SB&D; and Ed Randle.  
7: Ed Castile, AIDT, Montgomery, 
Ala.; Scott McLain, Huntsville, Ala.; 
Chuck Whipple and Raul Peralta of 
ECS Southeast; and Mark Herbison, 
Covington, Tenn. 

FROM THE
SNAPSHOTS

ROAD
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8: The SEDR group. 9: Jim 
Newsome, Shelly Jacobs and Ed 
Randle. 10: Mark Heath; Daryl 
Ingram, Electric Cities of Georgia; 
Chris Masingill, St. Tammany, La., 
Clif Chitwood, Mississippi County, 
Ark.; and John Bradley. 11: John 
Bradley addresses the group.  
12: Neal Wade, Advanced 
Economic Development 
Leadership. 13: Scott McLain; Clif 
Chitwood; Chris Masingill; Ellen 
McNair of Montgomery Chamber. 
14: Ed Castile speaks to the 
group. 15: Kingsley Brock, Gibson 
County, Tenn.; and Kyle Spurgeon, 
Jackson, Tenn. 
16: Mitch Mays of Tenn-Tom.
17: JD Lowery of Arkansas Electric 
and George Kosinski of Clarendon 
County, S.C.  
18: Deepal Eliatamby of Alliance 
Consulting Engineers answers 
questions. 19: The SEDR group.
20: Dr. Glen Fenter, 
Superintendent, Marion County, 
Ark. Schools. 21: Spencer 
Johnson of Martinsville, Va.; 
Yolanda McLain, Huntsville, Ala.
22: Henry Florsheim; Clif 
Chitwood; Andrew Schutt, Atlanta. 
23: Sarah Hodges, Martinsville, 
Va.; and Randle. 24: Ed Randle 
and William Randle, SB&D.
25: Chuck Whipple; Jody 
Bryson, Greenville, S.C.; and 
Jay Schwedler of Sumter, S.C. 
26: Mike Eidson, Kyle Spurgeon 
and Raul Peralta. 27: Dr. Fenter, 
Sarah Hodges, Mike Eidson, 
Rocky Springer and Jason El 
Koubi, CEO, Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership.  
28: Matt Kisber, Daryl Ingram, 
Chuck Whipple, Ed Randle, 
Deepal Eliatamby.
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29: Heidi Smith, Daryl, Ingram, Mark Heath, Mitch 
Mays and John Bradley. 30: Randle, Jim Newsome 

and Byron Miller of SC Ports. 31: Jay Schwedler, 
Stacy Randle and Will Williams of Western SC 
Economic Development Partnership. 32: Ellen 

McNair and Matt Kisber. 33: The SEDR group. 
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS  
OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE SOUTH

Southern Business & Development is celebrating its 30th 
year in business with a timeline of what we believe are 
the most important general reach business, political and 
economic development events that occurred each year 
in the American South from 1993 to 2023. The South has 
come a long way in the last 30 years — from the sixth largest 
economy in the world to the third largest. 

Based on GDP, the South’s economy is not only the third 
largest in the world, it’s now half the size of China’s economy, 
and is pulling away from the other three U.S. regions. 

We thank you for your readership and support and we hope 
you enjoy reading our 30th anniversary issue. You can also 
read this edition in digital form on our websites,  
RandleReport.com, SB-D.com and SouthernAutoCorridor.com. 
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1993

Southern Business & 
Development

New York Times

Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin

1993/1994 
SB&D

New York Times
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1994
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Weld

Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin

Mein Kampf

U.S. 
News & World Report 

1995



YOUR NEXT DESTINATION IS HERE. madeinalabama.com/next



madeinalabama.com/nextIMPROVING THE FUTURE IS IN OUR DNA.
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states

Forbes

1996

F b
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Financial World

1997
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1998

A new chapter in a world-changing city
MON TGOM E R YC H AM B E R .COM

D R I V I N G  G R O W T H .  
T O G E T H E R .

TOP ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 

and TOP METRO IN THE 
NATION 

Site Selection Magazine

MONTGOMERY: ALABAMA’S 
CAPITAL IS ON THE MOVE

Forbes

TOP DESTINATION
New York Times

CITY TO WATCH
Worth
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USA 
Today

1999

- BMW 
Manufacturing President and 
Chairman Norbert Reithofer in 
an article published in SB&D’s 
spring 1999 issue about BMW’s 
success in the Palmetto State. 



LEE AND SUMTER
SOUTH CAROLINA

800.888.7926 • thelinksc.com

SITES, BUILDINGS, &
TALENT EXPANDING

ALWAYS GROWING...
SO YOU CAN, TOO!



48   SB&D    30TH ANNIVERSARY

Barron’s

2000



Steel 
is on the rise in 
Mississippi 
County, AR

Mississippi County Economic Development 
Blytheville, AR // 870.532.6084

 Sites are available. Check them out at 
www.cottontosteel.com.

• RAIL
• RIVER 
• ROAD 
• AIR 
converge to 
create America’s 
strongest steel hub.

We are the #1 
destination for steel 
investment in America.

Mississippi County is a certified 
ACT Work Ready Community that  

offers the best and most affordable 
customized workforce training.

http://www.cottontosteel.com
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2001
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The South Carolina Technology & Aviation Center is the 

Southeast’s only business park dedicated to serving the 

robust needs of the automotive and aerospace industries.  

As Global Home of the Lockheed Martin F-16 and home to 

South Carolina’s world-class automotive test track,  

the International Transportation Innovation Center,  

there’s good reason why it’s all systems go at SCTAC.

sc-tac.com
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2002
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2003



SB&D 

2004

                       

The 



New York Times

Atlanta Journal-Constitution

2005
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SB&D 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution

2006
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2007
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Economist

2008
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2009
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2010
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St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch

2011

New York Times
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Forbes

2012

Site consultant Dennis 
Cuneo in a guest article for 
RandleReport.com. 
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2013
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USA Today

2014
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2015
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2016
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2017
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2018
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2019

Forbes

2018 Gross Regional Product

– Michael Randle, 
Publisher of SB&D, 

winter 2019 issue

2018 Gross Domestic Product by  
U.S. Regions



We are providing a powerful economic 
development tool for communities across  
the country.

We have invested more than $5 billion, and 
created more than 9000 jobs, in communities 
across Georgia, the Tennessee Valley,  
and Kentucky.

We are empowering communities to grow on 
their own terms, and meet their economic 
development goals, by attracting businesses  
of all types and sizes.

We are the long-term owner of every project we 
contract, and serve as a new taxpayer supporting 
local government, schools, and priorities without 
requiring services in exchange.

of energy.

We are stewards of the land under our arrays  
and create new job and revenue opportunities 
for farmers, ranchers, and land managers 
through Regenerative Energy®.

Making solar do more.

®

Learn more at siliconranch.com.
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- Michael Randle, Publisher of SB&D

2020
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2021
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2022
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The Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Access to more than 16,000 miles of navigable water and nearly half of the continental U.S.

Shortest distance between Mid-America and the Gulf of Mexico

Business friendly environment
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The Tenn-Tom Waterway
Serving the Southeast and Middle America for 40 Years
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Mitch Mays, Administrator
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Development Authority

mays@tenntom.org     www.tenntom.org

mailto:mays@tenntom.org
http://www.tenntom.org
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The Rural South Economic Development Summit 

will include all kinds of marketing opportunities for 

Southern states, utilities and communities, as well as 

manufacturers in rural markets in the region.

Mostly, though, it is an educational-based gathering 

designed for the finest rural economic development 

professionals in the South (the third largest econo-

my in the world) to meet and hear from the foremost 

experts in the region. The event is really a discussion 

on ways to improve the region’s commerce. Includ-

ed will be invited economic developers, educators, 

economists, consultants and the like, all experts on 

the rural South’s economy.

The meeting will operate much like that of the in-

vitation-only Southern Economic Development 

Roundtable that SB&D has hosted for 10 years on 

the beach (SEDR@ThePearl@Rosemary) in North-

west Florida. Feel free to ask anyone who has been 

invited and attended SEDR for their own assessment 

of that gathering.

You must be invited to the event to attend.

There will be presentations; however, all present-

ers can be interrupted during their presentation for 

questions. All an attendee has to do is raise his or 

her hand with a question or concern. This will spark 

and enable additional discussion among the group.

The conference will go deep into the opportunities 

that are available for growing companies in the Ru-

ral American South and many of the reasons and 

fact-based issues on why a rural South location is 

beneficial to new, expanding and relocating manu-

facturers. The Summit will include a limited number 

of exhibits, sponsorships and the finest speakers in 

small market Southern economic development.

For additional information or to receive an invitation 

to attend or to sponsor, simply email michael@sb-d.

com or william@sb-d.com or call 205.370.6039. 

Clockwise from top left: Bardstown, Ky., is a 
shining example of a great small town. The 
conference will be held at The Cotton House Hotel 
in  Cleveland, Miss. “The Most Southern Place 
on Earth.” The GRAMMY Museum Mississippi, 
located in Cleveland, Miss., highlights the musical 
achievements of Mississippians. 

mailto:william@sb-d.com
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TOP DEALS
The American South’s 10 largest new or 
expanded manufacturing and selected 
non-manufacturing job announcements

ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE IN THE WINTER 2023 QUARTER

Development Jobs              Investment           N/E/R* Location Description
1. Redwood 1,500 $3.5 billion N Berkley County, S.C. Recycling EV 

2. Hyundai Mobis 1,500 $926 million N Bryan County, Ga. EV parts

3. Steel Dynamics 1,000 $2.5 billion E Columbus, Miss. Metals

4. Archer Aviation 1,000  $118 million N Newton County, Ga. Aerospace

5. Andersen 900 $420 million N Henry County, Ga. Building materials

6. World Class 745 N/A N Caroline County, Va. Distribution

7. FREYR Battery 723 $2.6 billion N Coweta County, Ga. EV batteries

8. First Solar 700 $1.1 billion N Lawrence County, Ala. Solar energy

9. Beretta 600 $60 million E Bryan County, Ga. Ammunition

10. Canoo 500 N/A N Oklahoma City, Okla. EVs

*N=New, E=Expansion, R=Relocation

Source: RandleReport.com
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Kentucky has  
approximately 600

distribution and 
logistics facilities, 
employing nearly 

90,0000 people.

Did You Know?

ced.ky.gov@cedkygov
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Tennessee Valley remains a leader in EV manufacturing with 

Find your site at TVAsites.com

Your EV 
manufacturing 
facility need a 
boost?


